Living Proof **Series Graphic**

(Galatians 5:22-26)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

	You can’t learn fruit. Fruit is a byproduct of who you are.

	The more you become like Christ, the better the fruit. 

Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience…

It’s easy to believe when God first speaks.

	Faith is what got you started; patience will keep you there.

If God answered every prayer instantly, you might get things…
But you wouldn’t become anything.

Kindness

(Luke 10:30-37)
“Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

**Picture One: Sitting on my Station Wagon**
**Picture One: Hugging my Station Wagon**

Kingdom people don’t treat others according to what they deserve, 
Kingdom people treat others according to what they’re worth.

1. Kindness begins with a new perspective. 

Kindness begins when we stop seeing people as interruptions, problems, enemies, or inconveniences and start seeing them as image-bearers of God. 



2. Kindness is an action, not an emotion. 

(Romans 11:22)
“Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.”

Kindness is to love with our work clothes on. 

3. Kindness is our calling. 

(Ephesians 4:32)
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

(Romans 2:4)
“Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?”

(Titus 3:4-5)
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”
