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(Galatians 5:22-23)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

	You can’t learn fruit. Fruit is a byproduct of who you are.

	The more you become like Christ, the better the fruit. 

Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness…

What does God need to make right in my life?

	How do you become “good”?

1. Goodness happens in relationships.
Have a relationship with God. 
Have a relationship with a church.

2. Goodness happens with honesty. 
God will forgive you; His people will help heal you. 

3. Goodness happens through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Pray this:
· “Holy Spirit, show me.”
· “Holy Spirit, change me.”
· “Holy Spirit, fill me.”

Faithfulness

Faith + Ful + Ness

Root word: Faith
Trust / belief / reliance

Faith is more than simply believing something is true, but trusting, relying on, and being loyal to God.

(Hebrews 11:1)
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”


Faithful
Suffix: “-full”
“-full” means full of

Faithful is to be so full of faith that you become a person of faith in all circumstances. 

(Matthew 25:21)
““His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

Faithfulness
Suffix: “-ness”
“-ness” turns an adjective(a describing word) into a noun (an actual thing). 

Faithfulness is to be so full of faith that you become a person of faith that is trustworthy, reliable, loyal, and consistent because of that faith. 

Faithfulness is the visible quality. 
Faithfulness is a fruit of the Spirit.

1. Faithfulness in obedience. 

(Hebrews 11:8)
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”

	Faithfulness is a willingness to obey. 

2. Faithfulness in integrity.

(Genesis 39:11-12)
“One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.”

(Genesis 39:20-23)
“But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

	Faithfulness is who you are when sin offers you secrecy.

	Faithfulness is faith expressed through integrity when no one is watching.

3. Faithfulness in loyalty. 

(Ruth 1:16-17)
“But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”

	Faithfulness does not walk away just because walking away would be easier.

4. Faithfulness in consistency. 

(Daniel 6:10)
“Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”

Faithfulness is not created in crisis. Crisis reveals whether faithfulness was previously formed. 

5. Faithfulness in devotion. 

(Acts 2:42-43)
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.”

The Spirit-filled church is not marked only by moments of power, but by patterns of devotion.

	Faithfulness is faith expressed in spiritual rhythms.

Jesus is the perfect picture of faithfulness. 

(Hebrews 12:1-3)
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

	Jesus is the example of faithfulness.
	Jesus is the source of our faithfulness. 
