How to Backslide in 7 Easy Steps **series graphic**

(Hebrews 2:1)
“We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”

	Backsliding always begins in private before it shows in public.

How to Backslide in 7 easy steps:
	#1. Stop Talking to God.
	#2. Ignore God’s Word.
	#3. Isolate from God’s people.
	#4. Chase feelings over faith.

1. Feelings are real—but feelings are not reliable. 
If feelings are like weather, faith is the climate. 

2. Feelings chase what feels good—Faith follows what is right. 
When times are tough, feelings say “Go!” but faith stays planted. 

3. Feelings-driven faith chases goosebumps, not growth. 
If your faith depends on how Sunday made you feel, Monday will always ruin it. 

#5 Compromise in small things.

(1 Samuel 15:1-3)
“Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them.”

· God gives a command.

(1 Samuel 15:7-9)
“Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.”

· Saul redefines obedience. That’s compromise.

Compromise = editing God’s standard to fit your comfort. 

God gives us instructions, and we keep what we like. 

(1 Samuel 15:10-11)
“Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that night.”

(1 Samuel 15:12-13)
“Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul…13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord’s instructions.”

(1 Samuel 15:14-15)
“ But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?” 15 Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”

· Partial obedience is disobedience. 

(1 Samuel 15:17-21)
“Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until you have wiped them out.’ 19 Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?” 20 “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”
	
Saul says:
· “The people did it.”
· “We kept the best to worship”
· “I obeyed the Lord.”

This is what compromise does:
· Blame others.
· Spiritualize disobedience.
· Redefine obedience.

(1 Samuel 15:22)
“But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice,”

	Obedience matters more than your religious activity.

	Obedience can’t be replaced with worship.

	Ministry success doesn’t excuse private compromise.

	God wants trust more than tradition. 

(1 Samuel 15:24-26)
“Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the Lord’s command and your instructions. I was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the Lord.” 26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!”

(1 Samuel 15:27-28)
“As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you.”

· Small compromise can lead to decommissioning. 

Failure doesn’t have to be forever.

David sinned greatly—but repented quickly.
Saul compromised quietly—and justified it constantly. 

David was restored and became great.
Saul was replaced. 

Where have I edited God’s command?
What have I labeled as “not that serious”?
What “best sheep” am I keeping?
