The Third Person

(Acts 19:1-2)
“While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples as asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”


The Third Person: “The Holy Who?”


1. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trinity.

(Matthew 3:16-17)
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”


2. The Holy Spirit is promised by Jesus.

(John 14:16-18)
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.”
(John 14:16-18)
“The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

(John 14:2-26)
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

(John 16:13)
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.”

(Acts 1:4-5)
“…Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

(Acts 1:8)
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Jesus is God’s gift to the world. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to the church. 


3. The Holy Spirit is here to help.

Helps to Convict.
“And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” (John 16:8 ESV)

Helps bring people to salvation.
“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,” (Titus 3:4-6)

Helps in sanctification.
“Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

It’s not hard to live the Christian life, it’s impossible. We need the Holy Spirit.
