Luke 15:11-32 “A Compassionate Father”
ME – Introduce the Topic

· Turn in Your Bibles to Luke 15:11
· Today is Father’s Day and we want to say Happy Father’s Day to all of the dads out there.
· On a day where we celebrate fathers it is fitting that we should talk about the greatest father that has ever lived, God.

· God had the ability to reveal Himself to mankind in any way He wanted and He reveals Himself in several ways.

· He reveals Himself as a Shepherd, a Judge, or even the Great I Am.

· Yet, there is another way He reveals Himself and He emphasizes it so much in hopes that we do not miss it.

· He reveals Himself as a Father; 165 times in the four gospels He is referred to as a Father and over 40 times in the Pauline Letters.

· God wants us to understand that He is a Father.

WE – Explain why this topic is important 
· This is vitally important because how you see God will impact how you see yourself, your family, and others around you.
· Today, I want to share with you some insights into fathering that come from Luke 15:11-32.
· Then, I want to take those insights, show you how God is like that and then ask the question: How are we, as dads, doing at fathering our children?
· With that being said, let’s go to Luke 15:11-24.
GOD – Explain what God has to say about it

Luke 15:11-24 (NASB) – AND MAY THESE WORDS IMPACT US AS WE READ THEM TOGETHER:  11 And He said, “A man had two sons.  12 The younger of them said to His father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.’  So he divided his wealth between them. 13 And not many days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey to a distant country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living.  14 Now when he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished.  15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.  16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to him.  17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger!  18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”’  20 So he got up and came to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’  And they began to celebrate.

· Now many of you probably have in your Bibles, above verse 11, the heading “The Prodigal Son or The Lost Son.”
· Please understand that the original authors of Scripture did not put headings in the middle of their writings.  That was something that was added by translators so that you could find your place faster.
· Now I do not think that there is anything wrong with titling it what they did; I just think it is incomplete.
· Because this story is really about two sons: A bad son and a good son.  A rule-breaker and a rule-keeper.  This is the juxtaposition that we see in this passage.
· And this story is told almost like a play with Two Acts and what we just read was Act One: The Lost Younger Brother.
· In Act One here is what we just learned as an audience.
· The younger brother tells his father – notice he does not ask – “Give me my share of the estate.”
· Now during this time of Middle-Eastern history, if a father had an inheritance and had two sons, the older would get a double portion of the inheritance once the father passed away.  
· In other words, once this dad dies, his older son gets 2/3 of the inheritance and the younger son gets 1/3.
· But, the big caveat here is that you do not get that until the dad dies.
· So, this is not an innocent request; like “I just want some money.”
· Essentially, this is the equivalent of him saying, “Dad, I wish you were dead; I do not want to be with you anymore, I just want your stuff.”
· He utterly rejects the grace, love, and provision of his father.
· Imagine with me what this was like.
· Illustration:  Your friend’s son wishes he was dead
· You meet your friend for lunch and he tells you that his son said to him, “Dad, I wish you were dead and I want a third of your estate right now.”
· He then looks to you and says, “What do I do?”

· What would you say?  I know what I would say: “You can tell your son where to put that 1/3!”
· Your response would be shocking:  “Is he still alive?  Yes?  Then, throw him out of your house!  He gets nothing!”
· And the audience that Jesus is telling this story to would feel the same way.  They would want him thrown out.
· This would shock them, but what would be even more shocking is that the father actually gives him what he asks for.
· The story goes on to tell us that he divides his property between them.
· Now what is interesting here is that the Greek word for property is different than the other times the word property is used.
· This Greek word is ‘bios.’  It is where we get the words ‘biosphere’ or ‘biology.’  It literally means life.
· His father divided his life between them.  Now why does it say that?
· Because, in this culture, the life of a person was tied up in his land.
· Let me illustrate it this way:  How many of you have seen the Broadway play or the movie, “Oklahoma?”
· Do you remember, in the movie, the song that says: “And we know we belong to the land.  And the land we belong to is grand.”
· Notice the song does not say that the land belongs to us, but we belong to the land.
· Think back to the earliest settlers and how their standing and identity was tied up in whether they had land or not and how much they had.
· To have land was to have standing and to lose land was to lose standing.
· This was a big deal and the son was literally saying, “Dad, I want you to tear your life apart for me!”
· And the dad does it.  He apparently sells a third of his land and gives the money to his son.
· Now, you – and the hearers of this story – have never heard of such a father. 
· This father is enduring the worst kind of pain; the pain of rejected love.  Rejected love from a son that he held in his arms as an infant; a son that he taught things to and watched grow up.  A son that he kissed, hugged, and loved his whole life.  Maybe you can imagine that kind of pain, or worse yet, maybe you have experienced that kind of pain.
· And as the story continues the younger son wastes his money in wild living.
· He basically wakes up in Vegas, in the back of an El Camino, hung over, homeless, broke, and hungry.
· And we see in the story that he is hanging out with pigs.  Why pigs?
· Because to a Jew it was the most vile and disgusting animal – apparently they never had bacon.
· And to Jesus’ audience they would hear this and would look at this son as unworthy, unclean, and no longer part of the community.
· And then watch what happens.  This son devises a plan that will help him get back into community.
· His plan: I will go back, repent, acknowledge the loss of my sonship, and make myself like a hired man so that I can pay back my debt.
· Now he says a hired man, which is different than a slave.
· Slaves lived on the owner’s land.  Slaves worked for free, but got the owner’s food.  They lived among the household.
· A hired servant lived outside of town, became an apprentice to a tradesman, learned that trade, and then hired himself out to whoever needed him.
· He would have done work for the family, but would not have been part of the household.
· And at this point of the story Jesus is making perfect sense to his listeners because at that time the idea of working yourself back into forgiveness was how they lived.
· If you offended the community, then you had to work in order to make restitution and, when they saw fit, they would let you back in.
· But notice what happens: While he was still a long way off, his dad saw him and ran to him, embraced him and kissed him.
· Now, the only way you see him from a long way off is if you are looking for him. (Act Out)
· And when he saw that distant figure he knew it was his son, just like I could recognize my kids from a mile away.
· I know their walk, their movement, and their silhouette because they are my kids.
· And his dad sees him and runs to him. (Explain big deal about him running).
· Now what would you do?  The last time you talked to your son he wanted you dead.  Would you stand back and think: “Idiot.  He better apologize through tears of miserable depression.” OR maybe even say, “Servant, when he gets here you tell him to leave.  I’m not here and I don’t want to talk to him.”
· That’s not what this dad does.  Instead, he runs like a girl after his son.
· It is like the song that says:
· Mercy came running like a prisoner set free

Past all my failures to the point of my need

When the sin that I carried was all I could see

When I could not reach mercy,

Mercy came running to me.
· He runs and wraps his arms around a pig-polluted, emaciated, prodigal son.
· He gives him the best robe, which would have been the father’s robe.
· He puts a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet.
· In other words, it is like the father is saying, “Give him everything that will show everyone that this is my son.”
· The audience is quiet, the curtains close, and that is the end of Act One.
· And before anyone can catch a breath the curtains open up again, but this time we are at a different part of the father’s estate and Act Two begins.
· ACT TWO: The Lost Older Brother.
Luke 15:25-32 (NASB); Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  26 And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these things could be.  27 And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.”  28 But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him.  29 But he answered and said to his father, “Look!  For so many years I have been serving you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.”  31 And he said to him, “Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours.  32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.”
· Now the story moves forward and we are introduced to the older, responsible, obedient, good brother.
· And when he draws near to the house he hears music, dancing, and celebrating.
· He asks the servant what is going on and he finds out that this is for his younger, irresponsible, disobedient, sinful brother.
· And to top it all off, they killed the fattened calf.
· I do not know if you notice this, but the fattened calf becomes a big deal in this story. Why?
· Explanation:
· In our culture we eat meat all the time; well if you love Jesus you eat meat all the time.
· But in this culture, they do not eat meat very often; it is more of a delicacy.
· It was expensive to raise animals and the most expensive would be a cow because of the amount of grain, grass, etc. that it would need to grow.
· And they kill it and eat.  
· Now I don’t want you to miss this so pay close attention.
· I bought 1/3 of a cow this past spring and it took up an entire deep freezer.  It will take us one year to eat all of the steaks and hamburger that 1/3 of a cow provided.
· In the ancient eastern world they do not have refrigeration, so when they kill a cow, all of it needs to be eaten.
· Therefore, when you do something like this you are inviting the whole community to partake with you.  It becomes a whole-community celebration.
· The whole entire village comes out to celebrate the younger brother’s return and the older, obedient brother – who follows all the rules – can’t even have a goat to celebrate with his friends.
· He’s mad and you would be too.
· And out of his anger he addresses his father with, “LOOK!”  Not dad or father, but more of a “Look YOU…”
· Many commentators would say he’s being disrespectful here.
· And in his tone he is utterly humiliating his father.
· And he humiliates him further by refusing to go to the party that his dad is throwing.
· “I’m not going to come to your stupid party!”
· And yet, after the rule-keeping son reveals what is in his heart, the father responds with, “Son, you have always been with me and all I have is yours.”
· Even though the father had the right to throw his older son out for his humiliating temper, he does not, but responds in grace, love, and mercy.
· Okay, so the curtains close and the story is over.
· Most of the audience is on the edge of their seat, waiting and hoping for a third act, because no one knows what happened to the older brother.
· And if you understand the context of this story from verses 1 and 2, you learn that Jesus is hanging with sinners and tax collectors and the Pharisees and scribes are upset about it, then he tells them this story.
· Jesus was trying to portray some important truths about us, but most importantly, Jesus was painting a picture of what God is like.
WE – What do we do with this now?
· So, let’s take some of the truths of God’s fathering that come from this story and ask ourselves, as dads, do I look like Him?
1. BOTH SONS ARE LOST, BUT THE FATHER PURSUES THEM EQUALLY.

· Please do not get this story confused because of a title that a Bible translator put there.
· It is not the story of the Lost Son; it is the story of the Lost Sons.
· Both sons are equally lost.
· The rebellious child that does what they want, gets into trouble, and finds new ways to sin – it is blatantly obvious that they are lost.
· I mean they are rebellious, have fits of rage, act disrespectfully and the list could go on, but even that child can have their heart changed by God.
· The younger son did.  In the middle of his rebellion, his heart was changed.
· And although there is a powerful truth in the text that says, “God can change anyone’s heart no matter how lost they are…”, there is a truth that Jesus does not want us to miss and it is simply this: Your rule keeping, always obedient, submissive, doing everything to make you happy child can be just as equally lost.
· And their lostness is worse because it’s hidden.
· It is so easy to mistake compliance and obedience for a heart that loves Jesus, but your child, like the older son in our story, may be compliant and obedient and secretly lost.
· Both types of children can be lost, so you have to pursue them equally.
· But this is hard for us because we tend to have more grace for the good kids and less for the rebellious ones.
· Thank God that he does not play favorites with us!
· Thank God that He pursues us equally!
· Scripture tells me that while I was yet a sinner, Christ died for me and that the only reason I love Him today is because He loved me first.
· God does not play favorites and pursues us equally.
· So, like God, we as fathers have to pursue both types of children with the gospel equally.
· For the rule breaker, struggling to find a place of acceptance within the family, we let them know that they have never been more loved in their life.  We let them know that we love them enough to tell them the truth, but our heart is that we keep looking down the road waiting for them to return.
· For the rule keeper, struggling to surrender to God because of their own self-righteousness, we let them know that Christ is their righteousness.
· So, you may have two types of children, one rebellious and the other a rule-follower, but you pursue them exactly the same – with the gospel of grace!
2. BOTH SONS NEED MERCY AND THE FATHER GIVES IT LIBERALLY
· The younger son needs mercy and he knows it; the older son needs mercy and is oblivious to it, but their condition is the same: they both need mercy.
· Although they are very different sons, their father handles them exactly the same; he gives them mercy liberally.
· You know what will make you give mercy to your children?  If, when you read the story of the Lost Sons, you stop saying, “My kids are like that.  They are rebellious and sinful.”  OR  “They are full of self-righteousness,” AND INSTEAD, say, “I am like that.  I am rebellious and sinful.” AND “I am guilty of turning to myself to be my Savior instead of Jesus.”
· You see, God has been so merciful with you and has forgiven you, so turn around and be merciful and forgiving with your children.
· Forgiven people should be forgiving people.
· People who have been given mercy should be people who give mercy.
· Your children are going to need mercy, so give it to them.

HERE ARE SOME FINAL THOUGHTS:

· Whether your child is a rule breaker or a rule follower their condition is the same:  They are lost without Jesus, so give them the gospel.
· BUT in order to ensure that the gospel is more receptive, be someone who shows mercy, grace, and unconditional love in your home.
· Do not let your children believe that they have to achieve some standard in order to be worthy of you; instead, love them because they are your children and that’s enough.
· If you are a dad who expects perfection, gets easily angered when your kid makes a mistake, or has a hard time admitting you are wrong, do not be surprised if your child runs far from the gospel.
· If you want them to run to the gospel then love your children with liberal mercy and a love that pursues them.  Don’t make them pursue you!
· Jesus did not make us pursue Him.  He pursued us in our lostness and loved us while we were still sinners – and while we were a long way off, He ran to us!
· In our text today, grace cost the father something.  He gave up parts of his life so that his sons could experience his grace and love.
· God is the same way.  He gave up His Son so that you could experience His grace and love.
· You must be a father who is gracious and merciful towards your children because God was gracious and merciful with you and in order for you to be the recipient of that grace and mercy, His Son had to die.
· Listen, whether or not you decide to be gracious and merciful towards your children significantly matters.
· Do this for them because, just like our story today, it was the father’s grace and mercy that led his one son to repentance.
· The other son never found a place of repentance and, as far as we know, he never went to the party.
· God does not want any of us to miss the party, so He gives grace and mercy to those that are willing to humble themselves and repent, or turn away, from their Godless lifestyles.
· God, because He is compassionate, creates the perfect atmosphere for his children to receive the gospel of grace.
· Dads, how are you at creating that same atmosphere in your home?
· Are you gracious with your children or do they feel like they have to get everything right in order for you to be happy with them?
· Are you proud of your kids for just being your kids?
· Do you pursue your children instead of making them pursue you?
· Do you give out mercy liberally?
· Your children need this from you.
· If you do these things then you help create an environment that makes it easier for your children to receive the gospel and whether or not they receive the gospel is the most important thing that will happen in their lives.
· Remember, compliance and obedience is not what saves them; their heart being soft to the gospel and believing in Jesus will save them.
· Dads, you have the power to create an atmosphere that makes it easier, or more difficult, for your children to receive the gospel.  Choose Wisely!
Prayer:

· ASK PRAYER TEAM TO COME UP
