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Intro: Two weeks ago we looked at Ezekiel 16 - If you thought God was 
provocative there - this is even more so. Again, I am not going to read 
the entire chapter here but I encourage you to take some time to read 
this chapter. You may be surprised at what is actually in the Bible! 

We live in a society where depictions of sexuality have become very 
graphic, very open and common in today’s media. What some consider 
to be the worst kinds of pornography are widely accepted forms of 
entertainment that can be downloaded quickly onto a smartphone 
anywhere in the world. The picture God designed, the picture we have 
been describing, is nearly lost. For many generations, leaders of 
churches have been afraid to wade into these waters. I still hear much 
about moral lists of right and wrong, but almost nothing about the 
purpose of the marriage picture as God gave it to us. God has always 
intended for our human interrelationships to be a reflection of His 
relationship with His people. Society’s acceptance of so many various 
sexual practices today is all but completely destroying God’s picture of 
this intended relationship. 

I believe the Bible is God’s Word, that God is the ultimate Author. I don’t 
believe God made any mistakes in His Word but has tried to get us to 
understand His picture. When we avoid or skip over some of the difficult 
passages, we don’t grasp the ultimate purpose behind His beautiful 
design for our lives. 

In Ezekiel 23 God verbally smacks His people in the face. These people, 
like our culture, adopted extremely perverse sexual customs as part of 
their being dragged into false Canaanite worship. Many will not enjoy 
reading these passages, even though they are from the Bible. Many in 
churches today are so trapped and deceived – many in churches are no 
longer convicted by the perverse - but they would be shocked if their 
pastor read these biblical passages on a Sunday morning. People view 
pornography on the Internet and on their phones, yet can’t handle a few 
strong verses of Scripture. 

I know the greatest moral virtue in our culture today seems to be 
tolerance, and we are told not to judge. We are told that children in 
elementary school should know their sexual preference or should be able 
to change their gender. We have parents allowing their teenagers to 
sleep together in their own homes. We have accepted perversion into our 



lives and into the life of the church. Yet some people would be offended if 
their pastor openly read these verses of Scripture. 

In all kinds of churches there are people who are regularly involved in 
sexual sin, but it has become acceptable. I’m especially concerned for 
young people who are involved in church – but are not taught about how 
our relationships are to be the picture of God’s relationship with us. They 
are often in a Christian atmosphere, but there are few restraints on their 
lives and behavior. This leads to confusion. If church leaders understood 
and taught God’s portrayal of these relationships, some destruction might 
be avoided. 

The reason any sexual activity other than a man and woman in covenant 
marriage is sin is because it misses the plan of God. It’s sin because it 
ultimately hurts the purpose of God. This purpose is relating the 
message of the relationship He wants with humanity to the world through 
this beautiful portrait of faithful, joyous human sexuality in marriage. We 
destroy the message God planned us to portray if we don’t live out the 
roles accordingly. It is also sin because it ultimately hurts us; because if 
we live the way God planned, we will be able to avoid so much sorrow 
and pain God has warned us about. 

If you have not read this passage from Ezekiel in a while—or maybe 
never—you will probably be shocked. Some may chuckle a little at first 
reading. Some may gasp. Some may weep. Yet we watch television 
shows and sports games with unending commercials for sexual 
enhancement without embarrassment. After all, it’s only about our 
personal enjoyment, right? But the picture the Scripture paints is quite 
different. 

We see and hear all kinds of advertisements, and our children do as well, 
with the message that none of us is big enough to be sexually satisfying 
to anyone unless we take hormone supplements. Women’s breasts need 
to be bigger. Men’s male organs need to be bigger. Everything needs to 
last longer. We watch movies and television shows regularly where 
people are sleeping together out of wedlock. Our young people are 
exposed to graphic sexual scenes that are unrealistic, which then cause 
them problems when they get married because the reality is never quite 
like the movie. The openness of homosexual activity continues to 
increase and become more common and graphic. Yet some will be 
offended by the discussion of this passage from the Bible. 

Now we have sex with animals beginning to be implied in comedy 
formats. Historically this is the track the entertainment industry takes to 
acclimate their viewers to their message. They start by getting people to 
laugh at something outrageous. Once it becomes a part of their psyche, 
they present it regularly as something serious and accepted. Polygamy is 
also being normalized. 



This is where we are: from Madonna to Lady Gaga to Miley Cyrus—and 
movies like Magic Mike and Brokeback Mountain portraying male 
strippers and homosexual cowboys. They get the world’s awards. Even 
people who are supposed to be Christians allow themselves to be 
entertained by these portrayals that are so far from God’s plan as 
described in the Bible. Yet we gasp when God uses such graphic 
portrayals as the one found in Ezekiel 23.  

We should be shocked. We should be shocked at where we are—where 
we have sunk to—and what we have accepted. 

As you think about God’s message regarding Israel and Judah, and their 
capital cities of Samaria and Jerusalem, don’t be offended by God’s 
words. Think about how this applies to our society, maybe even to your 
life. Try to get a true picture of how God feels about where we are as a 
culture, where we are as the people of God today, where we are in our 
individual families, and where you are as an individual. What have you 
accepted? What has become commonplace in your life? If you are going 
to be shocked by something you read in the Scripture, then why are you 
allowing it in your life? Why is this discussion off limits in church but 
acceptable from our televisions while we eat dinner? 

In the first four verses of Ezekiel 23, God tells a story of two sisters, born 
of the same mother. He said,  

“They became prostitutes in Egypt. Even as young girls, they allowed 
men to fondle their breasts. The older girl was name Oholah, and her 
sister was Oholibah. I married them, and they bore me sons and 
daughters. I am speaking of Samaria and Jerusalem, for Oholah is 
Samaria and Oholibah is Jerusalem.” – Ezekiel 23:3-4  

So we see this is a parable because he says that the two sisters 
represent Samaria and Jerusalem, the capital cities of the two nations of 
the Jewish people after they divided. Samaria was the capital of Israel in 
the north, and Jerusalem was the capital of Judah in the south. This is a 
graphic sexual story God tells to get a message across to His people. He 
designed the sexual relationship to be in a covenant between a male 
husband and a female bride as a living illustration to humanity of His 
relationship to us as our Husband and us as His bride. Through this story 
God vividly describes how His intention has been distorted by humanity. 
Ezekiel is writing to people who have had their country invaded, their 
homes and temple destroyed, and their freedom removed as they have 
been taken as slaves and refugees to another country. Through this 
writing, God reminds them of how they got where they are and what He 
is going to do about it. 

This is not a story about two sisters. God is portraying Samaria (the 
capital city of Israel) and Jerusalem (the capital city of Judah), as these 
two sisters. They represent the people much like the term “Washington” - 



the capital of the United States - can represent the entire American 
nation. 

God is portraying these two sisters as sexually promiscuous. They 
become prostitutes in Egypt. When Israel was in Egypt after the days of 
Joseph and before the days of Moses, God’s people began to worship 
pagan deities. God pictures the worship of these pagan deities as His 
bride committing adultery and prostitution against Him. They have left 
God for the falsely advertised pleasure of the foreign nation’s gods. Their 
leaving God is pictured in terms of having sex outside of a marriage 
between a husband and wife. 

The New Testament tells us our bodies belong to the Lord until we are 
married. They do not belong to anyone else. They are not anyone else’s 
property. No one has a right to do anything with our bodies until we give 
our body to someone of the opposite sex in covenant marriage, which is 
God’s gift intended to portray the kind of relationship Christ wants to 
have with us. No part of your body is a toy for someone else to play with. 
The New Testament also tells Christians who are unmarried to treat 
those of the opposite gender as brothers and sisters. A follower of Christ 
desiring to have sexual activity without marriage should ask, “Would I do 
this with my brother or sister?” 

Even if you are dating—even if you are serious—even if you are 
engaged—your body belongs to God. The other person’s body also 
belongs to God and is not yours until you are joined in covenant 
marriage. Those who enter into marriage are not giving their bodies to 
one another as some form of slavery. Rather, as those who follow God 
give their whole lives to Him, those who enter into marriage freely give 
their bodies to one another. For a person who belongs to God, the body 
belongs to Him until we enter into this sacred agreement. 

Ezekiel goes on to say in verses 5-8 - that Oholah, the sister 
representing Samaria, lusted after others and gave her love to the 
Assyrian officers. He describes them as being handsomely dressed and 
stunning chariot drivers. He says she  

“prostituted herself with the most desirable men of Assyria, worshipping 
their idols and defiling herself.” – Ezekiel 23:7 

He says that when she left Egypt after He rescued her and married her, 
she did not leave the prostitution behind. He refers to her as  

“lewd as in her youth, when the Egyptians slept with her, fondled her 
breasts, and used her as a prostitute.” – Ezekiel 23:8 

When David and Solomon were kings, Israel was a strong nation. When 
they became weaker following Solomon’s reign, they did not turn to God 
for their strength. Instead, they signed peace treaties with other nations. 



They trusted other nations instead of God. Their leaders and their people 
intermarried with people of other nations. This was never forbidden by 
God on any racial grounds, but out of concern that their faith would be 
diluted and destroyed…and it was. They took the religions of the other 
nations into the life and fabric of their nation. 

After Solomon’s reign, the nation split by north and south regions into two 
nations. The northern nation became Israel with the capital of Samaria, 
and the southern nation was Judah with Jerusalem as its capital. In 
verses nine and ten, the parable describes the fact that the Assyrian 
nation, the world superpower of the time, invaded and destroyed Israel. 
God’s description of this historic event is this -   

“I handed her over to her Assyrian lovers, whom she desired so much. 
They stripped her, took away her children as their slaves, and then killed 
her. After she received her punishment, her reputation was known to 
every woman in the land.” – Ezekiel 23:9-10 

Even though Israel had looked to Assyria for friendship and protection, 
Assyria invaded and destroyed them. God allowed this to happen. He 
used it as a sign to His remaining covenant people in the south, Judah, 
with their capital city of Jerusalem. It was a warning to them - But what 
did they learn? 

In verses eleven through thirteen, the sister Oholibah, identified as 
Jerusalem, saw what had happened to her northern sister, yet did the 
same thing. In fact,  

“…she was even more depraved, abandoning herself to her lust and 
prostitution.” – Ezekiel 23:11 

The southern nation of Judah, after seeing what happened to Israel, still 
thought they could be friends with Assyria, rather than trust God. Yet it 
would also lead to their destruction. In the same way, trusting any power 
other than God (be it earthly or spiritual) will bring about the destruction 
of a person, a family, a church, or a nation. The picture of relationship 
God wanted to portray was obviously destroyed in both Israel and Judah 
by their participation in the worship of other gods. 

When our relationships do not follow the pattern of God’s picture, 
we fail to portray His message.  

A lifestyle not in line with God’s message and plan will bring about our 
destruction. We will have no power to save anyone else from their own 
destruction. 

Ezekiel goes on to describe the next phase of Judah’s prostitution. He 
said in verses fourteen through seventeen that Oholibah, representing 
Jerusalem,  



“…fell in love with pictures that were painted on a wall—pictures of 
Babylonian military officers, outfitted in striking red uniforms. Handsome 
belts encircled their waists, and flowing turbans crowned their heads. 
They were dressed like chariot officers from the land of Babylonia. When 
she saw these paintings, she longed to give herself to them, so she sent 
messengers to Babylonia to invite them to come to her. So they came 
and committed adultery with her, defiling her in the bed of love. After 
being defiled, however, she rejected them in disgust.” – Ezekiel 23:14-17 

Assyria was not enough. Judah had to go to Babylon and cozy up to 
Babylonians as well. This can be applied in so many ways. Notice the 
mention of pictures—pictures that create sexual desire. When we use 
images to gratify our sexual desires, rather than making love with a 
spouse of the opposite sex within the confines of covenant marriage, 
how in the world can we be reflecting any kind of relationship with God? 
That is a picture of humanity being self-sustaining with no need for God! 
This is the picture of the lifestyle of Israel, Judah, and our culture. 
Ultimately, in every application, it is a matter of disobeying God and 
trusting ourselves and others rather than completely trusting in God 
alone. 

So, in verses eighteen through twenty-one, God says he became 
disgusted with this woman he married and rejected her because she 
flaunted herself and gave herself to satisfy the lusts of other men 
(meaning other nations). The Bible says that she (representing the 
people of God)  

“…turned herself to even greater prostitution.… She lusted after lovers 
with genitals as large as a donkey’s and emissions like those of a horse.” 
– Ezekiel 23:19-20 

Those aren’t my words! It’s in the Bible! You’d better look it up for 
yourself so that you know it’s really there! 

The Message renders verse eighteen, “She exhibited her sex to the 
world.” – Ezekiel 23:18 The Message 

God Himself is speaking so graphically because that is often the only 
way we will pay attention. Even after this, Judah still did not listen, pay 
attention, repent, or obey because the people were so comfortable in 
their sin. The message here is that even after watching Israel fall, Judah 
goes even deeper into sin. 

Some today never thought they would live in a culture where sexual 
practices outside the relationship guidelines God gave us in the Bible 
would become so accepted and approved. Sexual practices outside 
God’s plan are everywhere through the media and in our culture. 



Speaking against them gets you labeled a bigot engaging in hate 
speech.  

Many people who confess to be Christians, including leadership in some 
church organizations, are accepting, promoting, and endorsing lifestyles 
in opposition to God’s picture. I have to wonder if it is because they have 
never seen the picture. Many no longer live according to the Bible’s 
teaching, so children are raised without seeing this biblical portrayal of 
relationships. There are those who live according to the teaching of the 
Bible, but they do not understand how their lives are to reflect God’s 
relationship with humanity. This concept has not been taught. Leaders 
are teaching morality as a legalistic list instead of as a beautiful picture 
portraying the relationship God wants with us! 

The problem is not limited to sexual sin.  

When we say we can do anything we want and God will always 
accept us no matter how we live, we believe something other than 
God and the teaching of the Bible.  

The same is true when we disregard multiple passages of God’s Word or 
completely misconstrue their clear meaning. We are not consistent with 
the teaching of the Bible if every lifestyle choice is endorsed and 
accepted. There are many behaviors of which the Bible clearly does not 
approve. I believe it is also a problem when church leaders believe what 
the Bible says but fail to teach it for fear of being seen as hateful, angry, 
or unloving. The Apostle John tied God and His Word so closely together 
that ultimately, when we accept anything in opposition to God’s Word, we 
are rejecting Jesus Christ (See John 1:1, 14). The only option God has 
for that is personal judgment because He keeps His Word. 

The problem with Israel and Judah was acceptance of everything except 
God and His ways. What about us? Is this not true of the culture in which 
many of us live? God’s response is that they will be ravaged to 
destruction. He describes this in verses twenty-two through thirty-five. 
The very nations Judah aligned with and relied on, the ones described 
graphically as lovers, will be the ones who destroy them. The description 
of their defeat is as graphic as the telling of their sin: 

Ezekiel 23:25-35 - “They will cut off your nose and ears, and any 
survivors will then be slaughtered by the sword. Your children will be 
taken away as captives, and everything that is left will be burned. They 
will strip you of your beautiful clothes and jewels. In this way, I will put a 
stop to the lewdness and prostitution you brought from Egypt.… They will 
treat you with hatred and rob you of all you own, leaving you stark naked. 
The shame of your prostitution will be exposed to all the world. You 
brought all this on yourself by prostituting yourself to other nations, 
defiling yourself with all their idols.… You must bear the consequences of 
all your lewdness and prostitution.” 



They are going to be attacked by these nations they trusted. They are 
going to be mutilated in these attacks. Many will be killed. They will be 
plagued by terrorism. 

This is depressing. Is there any escape? The only escape is for them to 
turn back to God. As the Creator, God knows the behaviors that will bring 
the most joy and satisfaction in life. 

For us living since the time of God coming to us in Jesus Christ, our 
greatest satisfaction will be found in a relationship with Him. Our 
personal relationships, especially sexual relationships, are to be an 
example of the way He has revealed how He connects with us. 

Come to Him. Let Him be your Lover. Give yourself only to Him. Live only 
for Him. Let every decision involve Him, and He will bring you through 
whatever is going to happen to a life of eternal joy. 

I am married. I make no decisions apart from my wife. If I do, the 
decision still affects her. Everything I do affects my relationship with her. 

I am married to the Lord. I must take Him and my relationship with Him 
into consideration with everything I do. 

Is that your practice? Is everything you do pleasing to Him? Think about 
everything you are involved in—work, play, ministry, personal 
relationships, boyfriends, girlfriends, spouses—are you considering how 
it all is affecting your relationship with Jesus Christ? How is it affecting 
the message He wants your life to portray? Is your life a reflection of this 
mysterious picture He has painted? 

Whatever it is you are trusting in to make your life great, if it’s other than 
Jesus Christ, it will end up terrorizing you. Any way in which you vary 
from the path He has laid out for you, that path will lead to personal 
terrorism and destruction!  

Larry Norman wrote about the destruction we face and how we can 
escape it in his song, “Why Don’t You Look into Jesus.” The lyrics 
describe a person struggling with various addictions, unable to medicate 
his sorrows with alcohol or heroin. He even describes the tragedy of 
being afflicted with a sexually transmitted disease, yet still vainly trying to 
find solace in multiple sexual relationships. The individual he sings about 
works long hours and makes good money, but it's never enough. He 
concludes by singing, "If you're unhappy and you don't know how, why 
don't you look into Jesus, he's got the answer." 

In Ezekiel 23:36-39, God tells Ezekiel that he must confront the people 
with their sins. This is why church leaders today should not be silent. We 



must not compromise either truth or love. God again clearly states that 
their actions against Him are adultery and murder— 

“…adultery by worshiping idols and murder by burning as sacrifices the 
children they bore to me.” – Ezekiel 23:37 

He also speaks of how the house of worship was defiled. 

Once again, we see a description of sex outside of marriage and the 
sacrifice of children as betraying God. It’s not hard to see that God gave 
us marriage as a picture of our relationship with Him, and sexual activity 
beyond that grieves God because it destroys His masterpiece. In 
addition, the sacrifice of children angers Him. We regularly kill our 
children before they are born, sometimes during or after birth, as the 
sacrifice for our sexual freedom. As God spoke of the people defiling 
their temple, many people today enter into churches singing, nodding 
their heads at the preacher, involved in various kinds of ministry—and 
also regularly involved in practices that destroy God’s masterpiece for 
our sexuality. Do not be deceived into thinking that it’s all going to be 
okay. Sin is forgiven when there is repentance, but there is no 
forgiveness without repentance. 

God concludes the story in verses forty through forty-nine, describing 
how the sisters continued to try to get more men. They tried to dress 
themselves up, and the carousing of men could be heard from their 
room, but God said the men were just drunkards from the wilderness. He 
said,  

“If they really want to have sex with old worn-out prostitutes like these, let 
them!” – Ezekiel 23:43 

He said Israel and Judah—His people, His bride—were shameless 
prostitutes, adulterers, and murderers. He repeats that they will be 
judged and butchered for their lewdness and adultery. 

God’s punishment for them is a warning to us. He shares this with us 
because He loves us! This is a message of love – a warning of love.  

When we live a plan other than God’s plan, God allows terrible 
consequences. God’s desire is for the consequences to cause us to 
change our ways.  

Just like the sisters in this story, many people do not change their ways, 
no matter how much their actions cause them pain. But this is still a 
loving warning. We should pay attention. 

The good life is the life lived according to God’s plan—God’s picture. 



If you have been living a lifestyle other than the picture God painted and 
have not yet faced harsh consequences, these are warnings for you. 
Don’t think you will escape. There is time to change, live the way He 
planned for you, and experience His amazing grace and love! 

You may be here today specifically because God loves you and is calling 
you to Himself. We are teaching this because we love you. You are not 
yet as far gone as these nations. You are not yet discarded. 

Come to His amazing grace and His amazing love. 

Song: Amazing Grace 

Salvation –  

Prayer for believers struggling with temptation – continued sin that 
need repentance –  

If you want to be a part of helping others change their lives – make 
a difference – Growth Track Step 4 is today … 


