
Upward Sunday 2017 
   So the Party Began … 

Luke 15:24 

Intro:  I hope you’ve noticed we like to have fun around here. I hope 
your families are having fun during this Upward season.  

The title of my message comes from a Bible verse that talks about a 
party starting – the party started because something very valuable that 
was lost had been found.  

Have you ever been lost?  Have you ever lost something of value?  

We keep a Lost and Found here for Upward –  

Some of this may have value – some may not – because some of this 
stuff just stays with us all year round!  

When we lose something around our house I tear the house apart … 
look in the same places over and over again.  

Sharon: “You’ve already looked there!”  Me: “Have you found it yet? We 
keep looking until we find it – even in the places where we’ve looked 
before!”  

I know – doesn’t make much sense – but I’ve got a record!  

I’m the champion back of an earring finder …  
- 1st time – in a Chevy Cavalier – somewhere on the Ohio River 

near Newburg, Indiana.  

We won’t talk about the times where she THOUGHT I was lost when we 
were driving somewhere … “Why don’t you stop and ask for directions!” 
What makes you think I’m lost?   

Rapelje, Montana …  

Lost Bethany Muncy …  

Lost Anna in a store once …  

It’s not fun to be lost and it’s no fun to lose something of value.  

The Bible is a compilation of 66 books – 4 of those books tell the stories 
of Jesus while He was on the earth – 1 of those books was written by a 
doctor named Luke.  



In the 15th chapter of that book, Luke talks about some lost things that 
got found –  

Luke 15:3-7 - So Jesus told them this story: “If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the 
ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is 
lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it 
home on his shoulders.  

When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, 
there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns 
to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t 
strayed away! 

This is his livelihood. This is his income. He shears these sheep for wool 
– sells the wool – makes money every year. He’s a small businessman. 
Some years are good, some years are not so good. His profit margin is 
small.  

He really can’t afford to lose this sheep!  So he has 100 – and as he is 
taking inventory one day – maybe at the end of the day trying to get the 
sheep back in the pen – one is missing!  

We can’t have that! We can’t lose one!  

John 10:14-16 - I am the good shepherd… So I sacrifice my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must 
bring them also. 

You are one of His sheep –  

John 3:16 - For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.  

Maybe you’ve never put your trust in Him – He’s looking for you – He 
wants you! He doesn’t want you to be lost!  

Maybe you have put your trust in Him – received forgiveness – but like 
this sheep, somewhere along the way you’ve got disconnected from the 
rest of the fold. You’re not really connected to anyone else who is 
following Christ, and consequently, your connection to Christ has drifted. 
You may be lost in that kind of way.  

Jesus is looking for you! Jesus is willing to leave everything else in order 
to receive you!  

That’s what He did!  



Go back to the idea of losing a kid … All of your attention goes to find the 
kid …  

That’s how God feels. God sometimes looks down at the kids that are 
always in the fold … the church people … and He can look down at us 
and get irritated because something that He loves is missing. He made it 
very clear in Scripture that He is willing to leave the 99 to go find the one.  

Are you that one?   

If you have three kids and you lost one, do you think “I have 2 more – no 
problem!” I don’t think so. What if one of the two remaining kids comes to 
you complaining about not having dinner yet, when you’re still looking for 
your lost child? 

Think of how our prayers might sound sometime – Our mission here is to 
do everything we can to serve you and bless you and our highest priority 
is Jesus’ highest priority.  

Jesus was bloodied on the cross so that people far from Him would 
come to know Him – be found.  

And in the story of the shepherd – when he finds the lost sheep – he 
calls all his friends and neighbors together to throw a party! “I’ve found 
my one lost sheep! Come over to my house tonight – let’s celebrate!”  

Another story -  

Luke 15:8-10 - “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. 
Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully 
until she finds it? And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and 
neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’  
In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even 
one sinner repents.” 

She’s turning the house upside down! This coin she lost was the 
equivalent of one day’s pay!  

If someone makes $40,000 a year, that’s over $100 per day! If I lost a 
$100 bill somewhere around my house, I would be throwing the pillows 
around trying to find it!   

This is Jesus looking for everyone who is lost – disconnected from Him –  

And notice the party – How many have ever heard, “All the angels in 
heaven rejoice…”  

It says something else here …. “joy in the presence of God’s angels…”  



Zephaniah 3:17 - For the LORD your God is living among you. He is a 
mighty savior. He will take delight in you with gladness. With his love, he 
will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.” 

Hebrew for rejoice – “to spin around under the influence of any violent 
emotion.”  

That’s what God Himself does when someone who is not connected to 
Him gets connected or reconnected!  

One more story – lost sheep – lost coin – now something even more 
valuable -  

Luke 15:11-24 - To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this 
story: “A man had two sons. The younger son told his father, ‘I want my 
share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide 
his wealth between his sons.  

“A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and 
moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living.  
About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, 
and he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the 
man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. The young man became so 
hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 
But no one gave him anything.  

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At 
home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am 
dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being 
called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’  

“So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he 
ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer 
worthy of being called your son.’  

“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe 
in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for 
his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with 
a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He 
was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began. 

God wants to get a party started!  

- It doesn’t matter what you’ve done  
- It doesn’t matter how far you’ve run  
- It doesn’t matter how wild your life has been 
- It doesn’t matter if you told Him that you wished He was dead!  

If you’re lost – He’s looking for you!  



- He’s leaving everything else like the shepherd and He’s looking 
for you!  

- He’s turning the house upside down like the lady trying to find 
you!  

- He’s the dad at the end of the road … standing there every day 
… waiting … will you come home?   

Most of you are here today because of kids and grandkids – nieces & 
nephews – that’s why you came – and we’re going to have a great 
dinner!   

John 3:16 - For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.  

- Spontaneous – so loved … He doesn’t have to think about it  
- Unprejudiced – the world … everyone … that’s you …  
- Generous – He gave … the best …  
- Saving – shall not perish …  

He doesn’t want anyone to perish … He doesn’t want anyone to stay lost 
– disconnected.  

He’s looking for you! Has He found you today?  

Prayer –  

We’ve all sinned – we can die for our sins – or we can accept the fact 
that Jesus died for our sins …  

Let’s get a party started! 


