
Series: Unlock the Power of Prayer 
January 29, 2017 
Message Four:  

Praying God’s Priorities 
Matthew 6:9-13 

Intro: We’re concluding today a season of 21 days of prayer and fasting 
– I hope it’s been a blessing to you – I hope you’ve drawn closer to the 
Lord – that’s been part of my prayer.  

I hope you’re expecting great things in the coming year! I believe God 
has great plans for us for the coming year -  

We talked about fasting 3 weeks ago -  

We said that fasting denies our natural desires in order to bring us into 
alignment with God. I hope that has happened for you –  

Two weeks ago we started looking at the Lord’s Prayer – realizing it is 
not just a prayer to be memorized and prayed word for word – but the 
prayer is in itself a teaching on how to pray – through fasting and praying 
according to the pattern that Jesus gave us – we can be confident that 
we are praying with power!  

Jesus began –  

Matthew 6:9 NLT - … Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept 
holy. 

Holy means “set apart” – so we set apart of the name of God – for praise 
and worship – When we praise Him according to His names, we are 
remembering Him for who He has revealed Himself to be and we are 
reminding ourselves of these powerful truths –  

God’s basic name – taken straight from the Hebrew language in which 
the OT was written would be -  

YHWH  

It’s unpronounceable, but to pronounce it sounds just like a breath –  

His name is the breath – the wind – by which we receive life –  

He breathed into Adam …  

Jesus breathed on His disciples to receive the Spirit …  



When He left, the power of the Spirit came with the sound of a mighty 
wind –  

We need to learn to just stop – breathe in God – and let the Holy Spirit fill 
us, saturate us, empower us, and pray through us!  

People have expanded on this translation – transliteration – and we 
come up with Yahweh – and Jehovah – as names by which we 
sometimes refer to God -  

Last week we talked about how throughout Scripture God coupled with 
name with a characteristic of His power and goodness –  

• Jehovah-Tsidkenu – The Lord our Righteousness 
• Jehovah-M’kaddesh - The Lord our Sanctifier  
• Jehovah-Shalom – The Lord our Peace 
• Jehovah Shammah – The Lord is Present  
• Jehovah-Rophe – The Lord our Healer 
• Jehovah-Jireh – The Lord our Provider 
• Jehovah-Nissi – The Lord our Banner 
• Jehovah-Rohi – The Lord our Shepherd 

Jesus taught us … we pray …  

After this time of praise – praise is prayer – reading His Word is prayer – 
after this time of praise, Jesus takes us further into praying with power:  

Big Idea: When I pray as Jesus taught, I am praying 
God’s priorities!  

T.S.: Do you want to know what God’s priorities are? They are right here 
– and as you pray according to the Lord’s Prayer as a pattern, you are 
reminding yourself regularly of what God’s priorities are for your life and 
for the world.  

1. His Purpose 

Matthew 6:10 - May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. 

In the Greek language this is written in a tense called the imperative 
tense – meaning, it could be translated, “Come, Kingdom of God! Be 
done, will of God!”  

If that’s sounds forceful – remember, this is how Jesus Himself taught us 
to pray! The disciples saw and heard Him pray, they wanted to pray like 
that – that’s what He told them to do!  



COME KINGDOM OF GOD – BE DONE WILL OF GOD!  

In every area of our lives, families, cities, nations & in the world –  

“…as it is in heaven…” –  

In other words, there is a will of God for you in heaven. There is a plan of 
God for you in heaven! God has already decided what He wants from 
your life – through prayer and fasting we are bringing ourselves into 
alignment with His plans –  

So, I pray – Come, Kingdom of God, BE DONE will of God, in my life – 
the will and purpose and plan for my life that is already written in heaven, 
let it be done here on earth – let it happen in my life – God, DON’T LET 
ME MISS YOUR WILL FOR MY LIFE!  

This is not just a teaching – this is what I do – what I have done for years 
– do I can look back and believe – God has led me every step of the 
way!  

Proverbs 16:9 NIV - In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD 
determines his steps. 

Psalm 37:23 - The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in 
every detail of their lives. 

I pray this for my family … 
- Wife 
- Kids  
- Parents 
- Brother and family  
- Extended family – go through their names  
- Pray for specific situations as I am aware -  

I pray this for my church … Leadership Team … Unity, Vision, Wisdom, 
Strength – Prayer List ….  

I pray for our staff by name … deacons … Small Group leaders …  
- Guidance 
- Fills people with the Holy Spirit 
- Church finances 
- Growth of the Church  
- Services, Small Groups, Growth Track, Missions outreaches … 

mentioning several by name each time …  
- My small group … I’ve asked our small group leaders to do the 

same … we have assigned “coaches” …  



- His kingdom to come in specific situations – specific people that 
are on my heart – elderly who are unable to come to services – 
young people that we have sent out in ministry – BY NAME –  

- All of our church needs –  
- City, State, Nation 

Prayer of Jabez –  

1st Chronicles 4:9-10 - There was a man named Jabez who was more 
honorable than any of his brothers. His mother named him Jabez 
because his birth had been so painful. He was the one who prayed to the 
God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and expand my territory! 
Please be with me in all that I do, and keep me from all trouble and pain!” 
And God granted him his request. 

Psalm 139:23-24 - Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, 
and lead me along the path of everlasting life.  

Psalm 19:14 - May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be pleasing to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.  

I’m praying the purpose of God!  

2. His Provision  

Matthew 6:11 - Give us today the food we need, 

Today – give us what we need today –  

I can ask for that – that’s what He’s promised –  

Remember – He’s Jehovah-Jireh – the Lord our Provider – He has 
promised this –  

He hasn’t promised tomorrow – He hasn’t promised retirement – lavish 
or otherwise – But He’s promised He will take care of me today! That’s 
good enough!  

Yesterday is gone – tomorrow’s not here –  

Matthew 6:25-34 - “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life
—whether you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. 
Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? Look at the 
birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your 
heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him 
than they are? Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?  



“And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and 
how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all 
his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. And if God cares so 
wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire 
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith?  

“So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What 
will we drink? What will we wear?’ These things dominate the thoughts of 
unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs.  
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need.  

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own 
worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

Today – He’s promised to provide for us today – we pray for this today -  

Matthew 6:27 - Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? 

It’s more likely to take time away –  

Pray as Jesus prayed – today – just give me what I need for today – 
you’ve promised to do that.  

Luke 12:15 - Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. 
Life is not measured by how much you own.” 

Think of the Israelites wandering through the desert … manna for each 
day …  

You can present your needs to Him here –  

James 4:1-3 - What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t 
they come from the evil desires at war within you? You want what you 
don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what 
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it 
away from them. Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t 
ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your 
motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure. 

So, He wants us to ask – He teaches us to ask – but if we are just asking 
for what everyone else has, not what He wants us to have – we need to 
make sure we have preceded this with fasting – praising Him according 
to His names – His revealed character – this all brings us into alignment 
with Him, His will, His purpose, His desire for us.  

This is what it means to delight ourselves in Him so that He can give us 
the desires of our heart.  

3. His Passion – Love & Forgiveness 



Matthew 6:12 - and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who 
sin against us. 

Forgive us – as we forgive –  

Matthew 6:14-15 - If you forgive those who sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your 
Father will not forgive your sins. 

Needs no further explanation –  

Lord, make us a loving church – make me a loving forgiving person – 
show me where I am holding grudges, bitterness, unforgiveness – purify 
me – cleanse me – give me your heart for people – even for people that 
hurt me –  

You don’t have to put yourself in a position to be hurt again.  

Jesus was only crucified once – He’s not going through that again – He 
doesn’t ask you to –  

Proverbs 4:23 - Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the 
course of your life. 

Cultivate healthy relationships – work at this – replace unhealthy 
relationships with healthy, godly, life-giving relationships.  

4. Prevention of Evil  

Matthew 6:13 - And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from 
the evil one. 

NIV - And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one 

We have to get our prayer life in line with our real life –  

If we are told by Jesus – and by His example – to pray that we are not 
LED into temptation – then why would we go places where we would be 
tempted?  

Are there places we go where we might be tempted? Are there places 
we go and things we do simply for the sake of entertainment, recreation, 
pleasure – where we will be tempted?  

Should we be doing that if this is what we are to pray? If this is how 
Jesus prayed?  



This is praying for purity of life –  

Worship Team Return -  

Ephesians 6:10-18 - A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power. Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm 
against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-
and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 
world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in 
the heavenly places.  

Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be 
standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the 
body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that 
comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition 
to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the 
devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.   

Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 
and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.  

This is what I do … start with the head and work my way down …   

5. Returning to Praise 

Matthew 6:13 - For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

It’s His kingdom – but He’s chosen to share it with us – made us sons 
and daughters – heirs of everything He has!  

It’s His power – but He has chosen to share it with us –  

It’s His glory – He doesn’t share that with anyone – He alone gets the 
glory – we try to take it we can lose everything – but He does reveal His 
glory!  

From beginning to end – from first to last – we are to be a people of 
praise.  

The Word of God is filled with praise – Gen to Rev -  

Prayer is powerful because we connect with God, but when we pray 
what He taught us to pray, and when we pray what He promised us, we 
are reminding ourselves of His promises and His goodness and what He 
wants to do for us.   



Let’s do it … 


