
Series: White Christmas 
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Message Two: 
 
Series Intro Video 
 

Through Jesus’ Eyes 
Isaiah 1:18 

 

Intro: People dream of a White Christmas … we have an ideal mindset 

of what the perfect Christmas is like –  
 
But the ultimate White Christmas is not just having beautiful snow on the 
ground, but having our hearts pure and white – changed and different by 
the power of Christ – this is why He came.   
 
Last week – Snow Globes – we can live in a world that we think is only a 
dream – if we will obey Jesus when He tells us to forgive others.  
 
Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. “Though your 
sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they are 
red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool.” 
 
Come now – let’s get together – let’s settle this – let’s not go through 
another Christmas with our hearts in the condition they are in.  
 
Though your sins are as scarlet – we usually think of sin as something 
that we have done – but people sin against us as well. They sin against 
us and their sin attaches to us – we are hurt and wounded by the sins 
people have committed against us.  
 
Someone crossed the line –  
 
Scarlet – you are bleeding – you are dying – messed up – tainted – 
you’ve lost innocence – joy –  
 
God wants to clean you up – make it as white as snow – give you a white 
Christmas –  
 
If you will obey me … Obedience often requires us doing something we 
really don’t want to do – If we want to do it – obedience isn’t hard. A big 
part of obedience is surrendering our will to the one we obey – parent – 
boss – God –  
 
God has a solution to our bleeding heart – but we may not want to do it – 
we are going to have to obey in order to be made white and clean again.   



 
Last week – forgiveness - When we forgive – we are not only setting the 
other person free, we are setting ourselves free. When we don’t forgive 
someone, we keep ourselves in bondage. If we wait on them to say 
they’re sorry, we keep ourselves in bondage to their whims -   
 
All of us get offended from time to time – everyone could tell a story of 
something that happened to us this year that was offensive –  
 
Matthew 24:10 NKJV – And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another.  
 
Grk for offended – scandalon – meaning an offense that entraps us –  
 
We are baited into an argument – the scandal produces a trap inside of 
us.  
 
Jesus says this increases as time goes on.  
 
Luke 17:1 NKJV – Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no 
offenses should come, but woe to him through whom they do come! 
 
It is impossible for this not to happen.  
 
It’s going to happen – you can’t avoid it – so it’s not something to worry 
about – We all have to deal with this. Other translations indicate that 
these offenses are temptations to sin. Holding onto a grudge will itself 
lead to sin!  
 
Offenses are going to happen – what do you do with it after it happens?  
 
Proverbs 18:19 - An offended friend is harder to win back than a fortified 
city. Arguments separate friends like a gate locked with bars. 
 
When we are offended we become unyielding – we don’t let people in – 
we put our guard up – we lose our softness and we become hard. We 
become like a city with barricades all around it.  
 
When we do this to our hearts – it doesn’t just keep offensive people out 
– it keeps everyone out!  
 
Then we can’t give love, we can’t receive love – we become cold – it 
affects our relationship with God – we can’t live this way!  
 
Think about what offenses look like – can you relate to any of these?  
 



- Betrayal 
 
Have you been betrayed? Broken relationship? Divorce? Broken 
engagement? Fired from your job? A friend promised you something and 
didn’t come through? Parents have basically disenfranchised you – 
walked out of your life? Kids rejected you?  
 

- Falsely accused 
 
You’ve been lied about. People have said something about you and 
spread it around and it is simply not true. People don’t know you, but 
they think they do – so they misrepresent you.  
 

- Rejected 
 
Shunned – During a moment of crisis, you needed someone the most, 
and they were not there for you. Some feel they have been rejected by 
the church -  
 
Your potential of rejection is higher when your expectations are higher – 
so people say, “Even the world doesn’t treat people this way!” No – the 
world treats people like crap too – it’s just that we don’t expect as much 
from those outside the church.  
 
We are hurt more when we expect more.  
 

- Abused 
 
Emotional – verbal – sexual – This is horrible stuff – We have suffered 
this in our family – We know what this is about –  
 

- Humiliated 
 
Have you ever been humiliated? Something happened, people started 
saying stuff, and you just wanted to crawl out of the room.  
 
There are many more things –  
 
But these are the things that happened to Jesus – this is why He came –  
 
He was betrayed by Judas – He was misunderstood at the trial – falsely 
accused – was rejected by His disciples – Peter denied even knowing 
Him – He was horribly physically abused … - publicly humiliated – 
stripped naked, this was the Roman way – humiliate any enemy as a 
public spectacle –  
 



The Bible says this had to happen because it was going to happen to 
you –  
 
Hebrews 2:17-18 MSG – That’s why he had to enter into every detail of 
human life. Then, when he came before God as high priest to get rid of 
the people’s sins, he would have already experienced it all himself—all 
the pain, all the testing—and would be able to help where help was 
needed. 
 
The Jewish High Priest was the mediator between God and the person 
who had done wrong – This is now Jesus role – He is our mediator, our 
advocate, our attorney with God as the judge.  
 
Jesus went through everything we would go through because He is 
going to represent us in judgment and He is going to understand 
everything we have faced.  
 
He’s going to be able to say to the Father, “I understand exactly what 
they are going through. Help them, Father.” –  
 
He is interceding – not just prayer – He is the intermediary – and He can 
do it because He went through this stuff we suffer from – He understands 
– not because He’s God but because He went through it!   
 
Jesus qualifies to be an authority on this subject because He went 
through it all! You can’t talk to Him about anything you’ve been through 
that He does not personally understand.  
 
He was tested and tempted on all points just like us.  This is why we can 
approach Him confidently – He understands –  
 
So what does this have to do with how we respond to these things?  
 
1

st
 Peter 4:1 MSG – Since Jesus went through everything you’re going 

through and more, learn to think like him. Think of your sufferings as a 
weaning from that old sinful habit of always expecting to get your own 
way. 
 
The big deal was not just what happened to Jesus, but how He 
responded when it all happened to Him.  
 
How did He respond to betrayal, false accusation, rejection, abuse, 
humiliation?  
 
Luke 23:34 – Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what 
they are doing.” 



 
Jesus made a choice to see His persecutors differently.  
 
Offenses will come – all of this will happen to you – the Bible tells us to 
think about it the way Christ did – even in the middle of it He made a 
choice to view them in a different light –  
 
How do you choose to view people that hurt you?   
 
Dobbins – We don’t live with the facts, we live with what we tell 
ourselves about the facts.  
 
We get upset with people driving crazy on the road – Have you ever 
driven crazy because you’re trying to get to the hospital before 
somebody dies? Maybe they’ve got a family member in a great 
emergency!  
 
Most likely not – but if you CHOOSE to have compassion, your blood 
pressure won’t spike because you think they’re an idiot!  
 
They may be a jerk – but what good does it do your heart and life to think 
of everyone as a jerk? (I need prayer on this one.)  
 
“A Different Kind of Prayer”  

Heavenly Father, Help us remember that the jerk who cut us off in traffic 
last night is a single mother who worked nine hours that day and was 
rushing home to cook dinner, help with homework, do the laundry and 
spend a few precious moments with her children. 

Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed, disinterested young man 
who can't make change correctly is a worried 19-year-old college 
student, balancing his apprehension over final exams with his fear of not 
getting his student loans for next semester. 

Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum, begging for money in the 
same spot every day (who really ought to get a job!) is a slave to 
addictions that we can only imagine in our worst nightmares. 

Help us to remember that the old couple walking annoyingly slow 
through the store aisles and blocking our shopping progress are savoring 
this moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy report she got back last 
week, this will be the last year that they go shopping together. 



Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all the gifts you give us, the 
greatest gift is love. It is not enough to share that love with those we hold 
dear. Open our hearts not just to those who are close to us but to all 
humanity. Let us be slow to judgment and quick to forgiveness and 
patience and empathy and love. 

AMEN -- Author Unknown 

Do you think Jesus felt like going through all He did in order to bring 
forgiveness to us?  
 
He made a choice to keep His own heart pure – and He said we could do 
that if we would change our thinking to be like His.  
 
When we do, we don’t have to dream of a white Christmas anymore – 
we can have one with the purity of our heart.  
 

Big Idea: Make a choice to look at people through Jesus’ 
eyes.  
 
T.S.: How? Three ways:  
 

1. Remember, I need forgiveness too.  
 
I don’t just need to give forgiveness – I need forgiveness. You will never 
have to forgive people any more than God needed to forgive you.  
 
Romans 3:23 – For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard.  
 
Our actions put those nails in His hands just as much as if we were the 
ones doing it – and He says, “Forgive them.”  
 
Oh – we’re ready to receive that! But we don’t want to give it to others 
who are in the same position we’ve been in.   
 
If we are going to receive it, we must give it.  
 
Matthew 10:8 - … freely you have received, freely give.  
 
What you have received is more than anything you will ever be required 
to give.  
 
When you remember that it will help you with the jerk.   
 



Remember – Choice leads – feelings follow – not the other way around 
…  
 

2. Refocus on the real enemy.  
 
Jesus realized that the enemy is the one who led the people to nail His 
hands and feet – that’s why He said they didn’t really know what they 
were doing. They knew they were nailing Him – they didn’t understand 
the spiritual enemy behind it – Jesus did – so He focused on the real 
enemy, not just the people that the enemy had bound as well.  
 
The people who hurt us are victims of the enemy as well. Hurting people 
hurt people. Behind everyone who hurts you is a spiritual enemy – 
Whoever hurts you has been hurt by someone –  
 
That doesn’t make it right – but if we are going to get angry at the real 
enemy – it’s ok to have a hatred for the devil! Get the right enemy!   
 
Ephesians 6:12 – For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, 
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 
heavenly places. 
 
This is not about people!  Your real enemy is not the person who hurt 
you.  
 
Jesus made this choice to see the soldier as a victim as well – doesn’t 
make it right – but it should help us.  
 

3. Receive God’s love 
 
Worship Team return cue –  
 
More on this next week – The Ghost of Christmas Past 
 
1

st
 John 4:19-21 – We love each other because he loved us first.   

If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a Christian brother or 
sister, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how 
can we love God, whom we cannot see? And he has given us this 
command: Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers 
and sisters. 
 
Receiving love gives the capacity to love.  
 



If you were raised in a loving home – you are going to find it easier to 
love people. If you were raised in a home that hurt you – it’s hard to love 
people.  
 
Receive Jesus’ love so that you can love people.   
 
Make a choice to look through Jesus’ eyes – so that you can see that the 
person who has hurt you is a victim as well –  
 
Prayer –  
 

- For those who need to receive God’s love and forgiveness  
 
You can’t do anything of this if you don’t – but if you do, you will have 
capacity to love again.  
 

- For those who need to release offenses and look at people 
through Jesus’ eyes.  

 
 
Closing song: Here I Surrender – Church of the Highlands -  
 
Baptism 
 
Thanks to Chris Hodges 
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