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Worship God’s Way 
Luke 19:37-40 

 

Intro: We’ve been talking about the various seasons we are in – 

obviously we are in a season of Thanksgiving, so we’ve been looking at 
our worship – studying worship –  
 
Review –  
 

- We all worship something.  
 

- Worship is our response to what we value most.  
 

Sports, boyfriend, girlfriend, media, entertainment, job – if you want to 
know what it is, follow the trail of money, energy, conversation, 
schedules – you are putting everything into that which you worship. 
 
Whether you are a Christian or not, you are a worshiper – everybody is!  
 
God doesn’t mind you having loves in your life – football, hobby, etc. – 
He just doesn’t want any of those things before Him – no other gods …  
 
Last week – Lucifer was involved in worship before he was kicked out of 
heaven – God made mankind – put His breath, His Spirit in us -  
 

- We were made to worship 
 
We can’t stop worshipping – we worship something – or someone.  
 
A lot of people who have a church background, when you say “church” or 
“church service” or “worship service” – everyone who grew up in church 
immediately gets a picture in their mind – often that picture is different 
than what the Bible describes.  
 
The Sunday before Jesus was resurrected we call Palm Sunday … what 
happened … they had a parade … Palm branches …  
 
Luke 19:37-40 – When they reached the place where the road started 
down the Mount of Olives, all of his followers began to shout and sing as 
they walked along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles they had 



seen.   
     “Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the 
LORD!  Peace in heaven, and glory in highest heaven!”  

But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, 
rebuke your followers for saying things like that!”  

He replied, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would 
burst into cheers!” 
 
…loud voices … waving branches … shouting Jesus is king …  
 
Religious leaders got offended. They thought the people were worshiping 
the wrong way – But Jesus said if they didn’t the stones would cry out. 
This is what He loved – He was receiving genuine worship.  
 
Many people have in their minds the kind of worship that pleases God, 
but often that is informed by tradition, not the Bible.  
 
There is always a group like this group – the Pharisees – “We’re not 
going to get carried away – we’re going to keep things quiet, somber, 
‘respectful’.”  
 
We worship buildings – respect buildings – think they need to look a 
certain way – people need to dress a certain way when they come to the 
building – don’t eat here – don’t carry food or coffee in there – none of 
that is in the Bible! We are worshiping the building!  
 
What does God actually like?  
 
What is God-style worship?  
 
What is the original tradition of worship?  
 
God wrote a book about worship – Psalms – It is the biggest book of the 
Bible – 150 chapters! This is important to God!   
 
The descriptions of worship in the Psalms often don’t look like church on 
Sunday – looks more like a football stadium on Saturday or Sunday! 
Instruments – shouting – noise – loud – enthusiasm –  
 
Don’t get upset because people come early to church to sit in the lobby 
and talk to their friends – they are just tailgating before the big event!  
 
OT written in Hebrew – NT written in Greek – those languages have 
more words than we do in English – translation is hard. Sometimes there 
is no word in the English language – sometimes we have only one word 
in English where there might be 7 different Hebrew words …  



 
That’s the way it is for the word “praise” – We are going to look at some 
of these words –  
 

- Halel – to rave, boast, celebrate, to be clamorously foolish.   
 
This is where “Hallelujah” comes from – The “jah” is a reference to the 
name of God. So to Halel God is to praise God.  
 
This is the kind of worship God describes for Himself – He wants you to 
be crazy about Him! He wants you to get a little crazy!   
 
Psalm 35:18 – Then I will thank you in front of the great assembly.  I will 
praise you before all the people. 
 
Conservative praise protects our egos. God wants us to go all out!  
 
I know it’s tough when you’re not used to it – “That’s not my personality!” 
– Well – isn’t God supposed to change our personality?  
 

- Yadah – to acknowledge in public with extended hands 
 
Not Yoda -   
 
God likes it when you lift your hands in worship – it’s the kind of worship 
he describes –  
 
Cindy Hunt in Bellefontaine …  
 
Why do we do this? Because God asks for it! We could come up with 
other reasons – but this is the first one. There may be a lot of things that 
change about culture – a lot of things that change about how the church 
operates from generation to generation – but some things we need to 
just keep doing because the Bible says so – regardless of what our 
traditional thinking and practice is. We’ve all made mistakes in some 
area in this regard – no church tradition is perfect – let’s get back to the 
Bible in our practice of worship.  
 
Does it have a purpose? Yes. God wants to be acknowledged in public –  
 
God don’t have no James Bond Christians – secret agents.  
 
Even at a football game, when someone scores a touchdown, what does 
the referee do? 
 
It’s a natural response for you if it’s your team.  



 
Psalm 138:1 - I give you thanks, O LORD, with all my heart; I will sing 
your praises before the gods. 
 

- Barak – to bless by kneeling or bowing.  
 
Presenting yourself to someone and submitting to them in reverence – 
surrender – “God, I belong to you – I’m going to submit and worship to 
you.” 
 
So, sometimes you can read the word “praise” and it can mean 
clamorously foolish – sometimes it can mean bowing.  
 
Psalm 103:1 – Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I 
will praise his holy name. 
 
Soul – from the depth of your emotions.  
 
When you do that – He lists great benefits –  
 

- Zamar – making music to God with strings.   
 
It refers to plucking – strumming doesn’t always get it – He wants you to 
bang that thing! Put some bad riffs on that bad boy!  
 
Psalm 92:1 – It is good to give thanks to the LORD,  to sing praises to 
the Most High. 
 
It’s good to hit those strings!   
 
Psalm 150 – the summary of the whole book –  
 
Psalm 150:3-5 – Praise him with a blast of the ram’s horn; praise him 
with the lyre and harp! Praise him with the tambourine and dancing; 
praise him with strings and flutes! Praise him with a clash of cymbals; 
praise him with loud clanging cymbals. 
 
These verses have all we’ve talked about so far – Halel – getting 
clamorously foolish – banging the strings - Some of you want to get into 
this but you’re more worried about what others think than what God 
thinks –  
 
Betty Garner’s mom is one of our most famous dancers …  
 



Cymbals – BOOM! Resounding! Crash those things!  Get over it – this is 
the Bible! Our tradition and our preferences have become more 
important than what God says He likes!  
 
Try going to a football game and telling people to quiet down – see how 
well that works – but we let people in church do this to us.  
 

- Shabach – to address in a loud tone, to shout.  
 
… clear your throat …  
 
God likes it when we shout to Him! Don’t be afraid – don’t be 
embarrassed! Too many people are screaming for athletes they don’t 
even know, but are quiet for the God who made them.  
 
God is better than anything you worship – car, house, shopping, 
whatever –  
 
Psalm 63:3-4 – Your unfailing love is better than life itself; how I praise 
you! I will praise you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in 
prayer. 
 

- Towdah – to lift hands in adoration.  
 
 2 of the 7 now talk about hands being lifted. This is why we do it – God 
says so!   
 
There is a difference here – this one specifically refers to adoration and 
surrender …  
 
Sometimes in leading you in worship we will encourage you to lift your 
hands – we’re just repeating David – we’re encouraging you to let go of 
whatever it is you have in the place of God, and surrender it up to God –  
 
Worry – fear – other gods – yourself – your family – surrender it up to 
God.  
 
Psalm 50:23 – But giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly honors me. If you 
keep to my path, I will reveal to you the salvation of God. 
 

- Tehilah – exuberant singing.  
 
Not Tequila – although it may get the same result –  
 
Psalm 34:1 – I will praise the LORD at all times. I will constantly speak 
his praises. 



 
Psalm 108:1,3 – My heart is confident in you, O God; no wonder I can 
sing your praises with all my heart!... I will thank you, LORD, among all 
the people. I will sing your praises among the nations. 
 

- All of these words used here –  
 
“I will” -  zamar … yadah … tehilah …  
 

Big idea: Worship is love expressed.  
 
It’s not worship if it’s not love – It’s not worship if it’s not expressed.  
 
“I just love God in my heart.” Try that with your spouse – don’t tell her – 
don’t express your love – no hugs – no kisses – nothing else – just know 
it and accept it –  
 
Worship is what you love and it is the expression of love.  
 
Anytime you are loving something or someone you should love them 
according to how they receive love.   
  
5 Love Languages – Words of Affirmation 

- Physical Touch 
- Acts of Service 
- Gift giving 
- Quality Time 

 
God has given us His love language here – He wants us to express love 
to Him in the way He receives it – not according to our ideas.  
 
Mark 12:28-29 – One of the teachers of religious law was standing there 
listening to the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he 
asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  
Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O 
Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only LORD.” 
 
The Jewish leaders had added to the 10 commandments – they came up 
with over 400 – kind of hard to keep up with – so this is a great question!  
 
The most important one … Jesus said this! Shouldn’t we pay attention, 
stop, meditate, think about – PLAN TO DO – what Jesus Himself said is 
most important? 
 
If you do the first one, the rest are easy – if you remember this one, put it 
first, do it – Christianity becomes much easier – Life remains hard – but if 



you’ve already made your decision to love God above all else, it puts 
everything else into perspective – even the hard stuff.  
 
For some, it’s so hard to follow Christ, so hard to be a Christian, so hard 
to live the Christian life – They need to back away from everything they 
think is hard – and just fall in love with Jesus.  
 
When you are in love you will overcome any hardship –  
 

- As a teen – if I was supposed to be home at a certain time – I 
would spend as much time out as I could – speed home at the 
last minute – take chances – maybe even be late and take 
punishment – willing to do it because I was putting that girl first.  

 
- Today – If my wife wants something, I will do whatever I can to 

make it happen – don’t buy me gifts – don’t spend money on me 
– put off my wants – I want to please her – thankfully, my wife 
doesn’t care too much about material things – but I try to do stuff 
like that anyway as much as I can.   
 

- My kids – we make sacrifices for our kids because we love them 
so much.  
 

When we love, it’s not hard to do.   
 
Jesus doesn’t just say to love God, but He tells us how to love God –  
  

1. All your heart and soul 
  
Emotions – expressing my affection to God – letting God know I love Him 
by expressing it to Him –  
 
We can raise hands, clap and dance without doing this – What God 
wants more than that is you – He wants you to be in love with Him.  
 
Ask: What do I love most? 
 
Only you can answer that- listen to the Holy Spirit –  
 

2. All your mind 
 
Focus my attention on God. 
 
Have you called your spouse just to let them know you’re thinking about 
them …  
 



Often, teens can’t stop thinking about boyfriends or girlfriends – it 
frustrates us – marriages would be better if we focused our attention on 
our spouses – thought about them – all through the day – couldn’t wait to 
get home to see them – call every once in a while – “I don’t need any 
milk or bread, just wanted you to know I was thinking about you!”   
 
How about God? How much are we thinking about Him? How often do 
we just say, “Hey God, I just want you to know I love you, and I’m 
thinking about you right now!” This is worship.  
 
What do I think about the most? 
 
Worship Team cue 
 

3. All your strength 
 
 Use my abilities for God.  
 
My wife wants me to love her, hug her, kiss her – but she also has those 
“honey do” lists – most of the time it’s squishing spiders …  
 
But she wants me to do things for her – and vice-versa.  
 
When we do things for God, it is worship when we bring God into it.  
 
What do I do most? 
 
Imagine that you have been pushed up to a line – maybe you’ve thought 
about increasing your expression of worship – today is your day to cross 
the line – step out – be a little more obedient to how the Bible says to 
worship.  
 
Some of you have been dating God – it’s time to make a commitment –  
 
Sometimes a couple will be together, one will be waiting for the 
commitment – when are they going to commit?  
 
Sometimes we’re that way with God …  
 
You’re up against a line – it’s time to cross – it’s time to commit.  
 
You’ll never know how good He is until you go all in.  
 
Jeremiah 29:13 NLT - If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find 
me.  
 



Jeremiah 29:13 MSG – “When you come looking for me, you’ll find me. 
Yes, when you get serious about finding me and want it more than 
anything else,.” 
 
 Is today the day you want Him more than anything else?  
 
 
 
Prayer – Invitation –  
 
ThanksGIVING 
 
Mention Growth Track –  
 
Worship –  
 

- The Way I Was Made 
- I Am Free 

 
 
 
 
Thanks to Chris Hodges 
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