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Message One:  

What God Really Wants 

Psalm 50:8-15 
 

- Prayer-Guests 
- Election comments 
- Vet comments 
- Royal Ranger recognition 

 

Intro:  As we approach Thanksgiving and the season of celebrating the 

Savior’s birth – I want to encourage our church family to draw closer to 
God.  
 
We all worship something.  
 
We were created to worship – we can’t help it – we show our love to 
something – something always gets our attention.  
 
Worship is a response to what we value most.  
 
What do you value most? Job? Sports team? Family? Money? Hobby?  
 
God doesn’t mind us having things we adore other than Him – but He 
has a huge issue if it’s above Him.  
 
We were created to worship – but we weren’t created to worship those 
things. We were created to bring pleasure, worship, honor & glory to God 
– the only one worthy of our worship.  
 
Is God at the top of my list?   
 
From time to time we replace God – we may still be worshipping Him, but 
He’s not on top. We are not giving our all to Him – money, time, talent –  
 
Whatever we worship we will become obsessed with. Whatever we 
become obsessed with we begin to imitate – whatever we imitate we 
become.  
 
If we don’t like what we are becoming we need to think about what we 
have placed on the throne of our hearts.  
 
The Bible addresses this –  
 



Romans 1:21-23 – Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him 
as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas 
of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And 
instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols 
made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.  
 
These people knew God – but they weren’t glorifying Him – their thinking 
was somewhere else –  
 
They thought they knew what they were doing (wise) – but they became 
fools because they put something higher than God – in the place of God.  
 
What are your idols?  Where do you spend most of your time and 
money?   
 

T.S.: 5 things that we have exchanged for God – then 3 things God 

wants from us:  
 

1. A Substitute  
 
Golf – Football – Shopping – Antiques – Kids –  
 
Are these things consuming all of your thoughts? Is God opposed to 
these things? No! But have we replaced God with these things? You 
have to make this judgment for yourself – ask the Holy Spirit to help you.  
 
Enjoy the things you enjoy – but don’t let them consume you! If you get 
overwhelmingly depressed when your team loses – that might be a clue!   
 
Psalms – God’s Worship Guide – God’s love language –  
 
Clapping – dancing – raising hands – shouting – 150 chapters –  
 
Sometimes Saturday afternoon and Sunday afternoon looks more like 
Psalms than Sunday morning does!  
 
Deuteronomy 6:14-15 – You must not worship any of the gods of 
neighboring nations, for the LORD your God, who lives among you, is a 
jealous God. His anger will flare up against you, and he will wipe you 
from the face of the earth. 
 
God is jealous! “I wish you would shout that way for me! I wish you would 
plan an entire day – and entire weekend – an entire season giving me 
your attention!”  
 



2. Pride 
 
Sometimes we exchange true worship with what other people think. “I’m 
not going to do that – people might think I’m a fanatic! I’m not 
comfortable doing that!”  
 
Why are you not comfortable? Because you are thinking more about 
what other people think of you than you are thinking about honoring 
God?  
 
Do you think everybody in church is really watching you during worship? 
Really?   
 
I understand people being uncomfortable the first time they come to a 
church where people raise their hands – sing new songs – shout –  
 
But I know people who have just barely started to enter in … then they 
begin to experience freedom!  No one was paying attention to that 
person when they started to lift up their hands!  
 
Why are we more concerned with what other people think than with what 
God thinks?  
 
John 12:42-43 – Many people did believe in him… But they wouldn’t 
admit it for fear that the Pharisees would expel them from the 
synagogue. For they loved human praise more than the praise of God. 
 
Could that be true of us?  
 

3. Hedonism – Love of Pleasure 
 
The belief that pleasure or happiness is the goal of life.  If it feels good, 
do it – no morals, just feelings – “Follow your heart.” “Don’t judge me, 
this is how I feel – this is my choice!”  
 
God gives us the power of choice – God wants us to have pleasure – but 
we get our highest pleasure when we give Him His highest pleasure – 
that’s worship – and we are to do that whether we feel like it or not! We 
are created to give God pleasure through worship –  
 
So God gives us a choice, but to worship Him is the choice He designed 
us to make!  
 
Here’s what happens sometimes – “I don’t like that song, I’ll wait for the 
next one!” “The lights are bothering me – I can’t worship with that!” So 



then, what is worship when it becomes subject to our preferences? Can 
it still be called worship of God?  
 
We want to draw MORE people into this experience of worship – and 
that sometimes requires us making a sacrifice of our own tastes.  
 
Hebrews 13:15 - Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual 
sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name.  
 
That says nothing about our feelings – it says we are to do this 
continually – and it is to be a sacrifice - in the OT it was a literal sacrifice 
– and some people said, “I’m not giving up one of my animals – that’s 
money – that’s income – that’s a pet!” – So they didn’t get the blessing 
God wanted to give them!  
 
If we don’t make the sacrifice of praise – praising Him whether we feel 
like it or not – whether or not things are going our way – whether or not 
we think the climate and atmosphere here is what we want – then we 
don’t understand making a sacrifice of praise – we refuse to make the 
sacrifice – we refuse to put God ahead of our preferences – and thus we 
don’t get the blessing God has for us!  
 
It’s about giving God what He deserves – it’s not about us!  I don’t love 
God based on what I like – that would be like me loving Sharon based on 
what I like – and she doesn’t like everything I like. I have to discover 
what she likes and shower that on her.  
 
C.M. Ward story – “I hate chicken.” … 
 
So our worship is about God – not about us.  
 

4. Spectatorism  
 
“I’m worshipping because I showed up!”  
 
Worship is not a service – it is your expression – your response to what 
you value the most.  Coming to watch is not worship!  
 
You are not supposed to spectate – you are supposed to participate.  
 
What if I told my wife, “I love you, but don’t expect anything from me. I’m 
just here to watch you cook and clean the kitchen. Don’t expect any 
hugs, kisses, sacrifices on my part – don’t expect me to tell you that I 
love you!” How’s that going to work out? What is she going to receive? 
Nothing.  
 



Apply that to your relationship with God.  
 
James 4:8 – Come close to God, and God will come close to you.  
 
Some are waiting on God – God already made His move –  
 
He expressed His love to you in a way that you will never express. He let 
His Son die so that He could get close to you. It’s our move now.  
 
If God came closer to you this month would your month be better? Make 
the move.  
 
Hebrews 10:22 - let us go right into the presence of God … 
 
Whatever that looks like for you, you need to take the next step –  
 
Entering into worship more the way the Bible teaches – hands raised … 
raise them a little higher … singing songs … sing a little louder … lifting 
your voice in a shout of praise – worship between the songs, don’t just 
stand there waiting for the next song – tell God how much you love Him 
in your own words.  Our times of worship are not to be times where we 
sing campfire songs and wait for the next one – they are intended to be 
igniters – just fire-starters – just a little inspiration to help you enter in 
personally –  
 
Now – we don’t want to hinder or distract others (Sports: when the guy 
runs onto the field and draws attention away from everyone else … 
naked people … kissing bandit …) – when that happens, the game stops 
–  
 
Sometimes people do get carried away so that they are drawing attention 
away from God – that’s a whole ‘nother deal – they are not worried about 
what people think to the point where they don’t enter in – they are 
worried about what people think so that they put on a show in order to 
get noticed.  It’s distracting – God is not honored by that –  
 
But most need to enter in more than they need to quiet down.   
 
Maybe for you it’s getting into a group – you will draw near to God by 
developing deeper relationships with others –  
 
Maybe for you it’s finding your place of service – because service is 
worship – GT …  
 

5. Tradition 
 



All of us have traditions – There are some things I love that we don’t do – 
but it’s not about me!   
 
Our traditions can become a replacement for worship itself –  
 
If you MUST have stained glass in order to worship, it’s not God you’re 
worshipping, it’s your love for stained glass.  
 

- If you must have pews 
- If you must have a quota of a certain kind of song – it’s the style 

you are worshiping, not God.  
- If the preacher must wear a suit and tie –  

 
Do we see how small these things are that hinder our worship? If we 
truly love God we aren’t going to let anything stop us!  
 
Pastor Nathan asked Christina to marry him 9 times! He wasn’t going to 
let anything stop him!  
 
We get stopped in our worship over such small details.  
 
Worship is not a method – worship is the affection of our hearts.  
 
We have to be careful that we don’t adore any tradition more than we 
adore God.  
 
Matthew 15:3-9 – Jesus replied, “…you cancel the word of God for the 
sake of your own tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he 
prophesied about you, for he wrote, ‘These people honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is a farce, for they 
teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’” 
 
Traditions don’t bother me – they bless me – but jeans on the worship 
team isn’t going to stop me from worshiping – not having pews isn’t 
going to stop me from worshiping – not having my favorite song … – 
there is no haircut that bothers me.   
 
Even the issues of learning to clap and raise our hands as the Bible 
teaches – that’s not what God wants – He wants our hearts!    
 
Psalm 50:8-15 – I have no complaint about your sacrifices or the burnt 
offerings you constantly offer. But I do not need the bulls from your barns 
or the goats from your pens. For all the animals of the forest are mine, 
and I own the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird on the 
mountains, and all the animals of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I 
would not tell you, for all the world is mine and everything in it. Do I eat 



the meat of bulls? Do I drink the blood of goats? Make thankfulness your 
sacrifice to God, and keep the vows you made to the Most High. Then 
call on me when you are in trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will 
give me glory.” 
 
If God already had all these things – what is worship?  
 
Worship is giving God something He doesn’t have.  
 
Doesn’t God have everything? No – He gave something away – it was 
His – He could control it if He wanted to – but He gave you control over 
something so that you could willingly offer it –  
 
Let’s look at these – (Take point 5 off screen) 
 

- Thank Him with sincere affection  
 
What blessings do you have that you have taken for granted – you 
haven’t given God thanks – you no longer appreciate what He’s done.  
 
You want to bless your kids … you also want them to notice – you want 
to be thanked for it.   
 
We want the love and respect of those who are closest to us before the 
love and respect from people who don’t know us – if we’re healthy that 
is.  
 
2

nd
 Chronicles 16:9 – The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in 

order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. 
 
He is looking for hearts fully committed –  
 
God wants your affection – figure out a way to give it to Him.  
 

- Offer Him the control of my life  
 
What do you need to do to take your commitment with God to the next 
level. He wants more than just showing up once a week. That’s good – 
but it’s just a start – God has more for you! 
 
At some point God wants you to stop dating Him – put on the ring and 
commit your life to Him.  
 
Romans 12:1 - And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a 



living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the 
way to worship him.  
 
This is worship – we give Him everything –  
 
If you want to be a worshiper – you will understand that He has it all – He 
wants you to freely give Him you all – job, time, family, money –  
 

- Include Him in my everyday life.  
 
Is God watching the football game with you? … movie … shopping … if 
you’re single is He in the relationship … married … on the job with you 
…  
 
That’s what He wants! That’s worship!   
 
Deuteronomy 6:5 - And you must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your strength.  
 
He wants to be your Monday God –  
 
What God really wants is relationship with me. 
 
Prayer –  
 
Where is God – where is He on your list of stuff?  
 
Salvation is when you re-order your list to put Jesus at the top.  
 
Romans 10:9 –  
 
Do you need a start fresh?   
 

- Salvation  
- Message prayer 
- Offering 

 
Thanks to Chris Hodges 
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