
Series: The Plan 
September 18, 2016 
Message Three: 

Make the Connection 
Acts 1:8; Acts 20:20; James 5:16 

 

Intro: As part of this series of messages this month, I’m wanting 

everyone in our church family to become familiar with what we’re doing 
in the Growth Track – you’ve heard me talking about it through the 
summer –  
 
The Growth Track is four steps over four Sundays – you can always 
complete the Growth Track from where you begin – so today you can go 
to Step 3 even if you haven’t done 1 or 2 yet! This is going to happen 
every month all year long. 
 
Last week we talked about being a follower of Jesus and how to have a 
vibrant relationship with God. Our entire spiritual journey begins with our 
relationship with God.  
 
Step 1 in one word is FOLLOW – Following Jesus and Following Him in 
water baptism.  
 
This step is all about the word CONNECT – Connecting with the Word 
and connecting with other Christians in fellowship.  
 
Have you ever been in a conversation with someone, and you may not 
have been fully following what they were talking about – and you might 
say, “I didn’t quite make the connection.”  
 
Many people begin to follow Christ, but then they do nothing else. They 
just wait for heaven – death or the rapture. Once we know Christ there is 
more! He wants us to make the connection.  
 
When people come to the Growth Track Step 2 – we’re going to give 
them the opportunity to connect to the church – in a number of ways.  
 
Let me tell you about my connection to this church – I wasn’t just called 
from somewhere else to be the pastor of this church – this is my church!  
 
New Life Story – 1957 -  
 
Me … This church … my family came in 1965 … I went to college … 
Ohio … Philippines … Indy … church planting ministry … built our own 
home … still our favorite … but God called us here … I know this place 
… this area … it’s history … church & community …  



 
There are people who grow up in church, but don’t know God – and 
there are people who are Christians who believe there is more. We want 
to be a church where people come to Know God and experience all He 
has for them.  
 
The experiences of my life have all taught me – as they do for all of us – 
I’m primarily a teacher … My main goal is to teach the Bible in a way that 
is easy to understand – to speak the truth in love … I believe that when 
we understand God’s Word and live our lives by it our lives will be better!  
 
New Life is … Loving, Serving, Speaking Truth. 
 
When I came in 2004 our church had about 240 people – many have 
come since then, come to know Christ, lives have been changed for the 
better, we now have 2 services, multiple small groups – Buildings: 1962 
– 1987 – 2007 – Upward … and we believe God has more – we believe 
God will bring people to this church who will come to know Him and 
desire to help others come to know Him.  
 
We give to missions – here in Kokomo & all over the world – we help 
other churches get started –  
 
We don’t pass the offering plate! We believe in tithing, but we don’t 
believe in pressure … “not under compulsion…”  
 
Kokomo is a great place – great things are happening here – 
tremendous unity among the churches – lots of good churches and the 
pastors are my friends – but today I want you to learn a little more about 
our church –  
 
Four Purposes: (Put them one by one on the screen until all four are 
on the screen together. Add 2 to 1, etc.) 
 

1. Know God 
 
Not mentally, but personally and intimately – God wants to know you – 
He wants to be in a real relationship with you. That’s what Step 1 of the 
Growth Track is all about –  
 

2. Find Freedom  
 
All of us have areas where we feel like something is holding us back 
from God’s best. We want to lead you through a spiritual step where you 
find freedom.  
 



This is Step 2 of the Growth Track – what we talked about in the GT last 
week – and what we will talk about a little more in this message.  
 

3. Discover Purpose 
 
You need to know why you are on this planet. Two great days in your life 
are the day you were born, and the day you discovered why you were 
born. Most people never find out this truth – living a dying and never 
finding out their purpose – that’s a tragedy!  
 
That’s Step 3 of the Growth Track – 12:30 today.  
 
Once you Know God, Find Freedom, & Discover your Purpose – you 
can: 
 

4. Make a Difference 
 
That’s what the first 3 are all about! This is your spiritual journey!  
 
Let me go back through these four again and show you how our church 
ministers according to these four goals – this is what we do:  
 

- How do we help people know God?  
 
Many people will come to know God in our Sunday Services. 
 
Some may think this is obvious – but this is actually different than a lot of 
churches – Many people think church exists for church people – We 
don’t believe that!  
 
If you are looking for a church just for you – you may hate it here! If 
you’re looking for a church that believes that we don’t exist for us, but for 
the people who are not here yet – then you may love it here! You need to 
have this vision for others – or else all the people, the way they look, the 
way they dress, coffee is the lobby, coffee in the sanctuary – you will find 
endless things to bug you unless you realize that the church is not just 
for Christians – it’s not just for you – it’s for the people who aren’t here 
yet and don’t know Christ yet.  
 
You may have to let someone else sit in your seat – you may have to go 
to another service – someday another campus – if you understand this 
vision, you’ll be fine – but there is nothing easy about a church that loves 
lost people. We have to constantly organize ourselves in such a way to 
do whatever it takes, short of sin, to reach lost people.  
 



We want to orient people who are far from God to understand the 
service. We want people who don’t understand the Bible to understand 
the Bible – because God so loves the world!  
 
You can read the Bible and come to the idea that God is not thinking so 
much about His found kids as He is distracted by His lost kids.  
 
Luke 15 – 3 stories – Lost Coin – Lost Sheep – Lost Son – all three times 
the end of the story ends the same way – He leaves the one He has 
found to find the one that’s lost. That’s how He feels!  
 
If you have ever lost something of value to you, you understand that.  
 
Have you ever lost a kid? In the mall?  All of your attention goes to find 
the kid …  
 
That’s how God feels. God can look down at us and get irritated because 
something that He loves is missing. He made it very clear in Scripture 
that He wants us to reach out for His lost kids – He says if we do, He will 
be with us always!  
 
If you have three kids and you lost one, do you think “I have 2 more – no 
problem!” I don’t think so. What if one of the two remaining kids comes to 
you complaining about not having dinner yet, when you’re still looking for 
your lost child? 
 
Think of how our prayers might sound sometime – how often are we 
praying for God’s lost children to be found? This is our heartbeat – we 
want you to understand this – We are going to do everything we can to 
serve you and bless you but that is not the highest priority –  
 
Jesus was bloodied on the cross so that people far from Him would 
come to know Him – We want to reach as many people as we can.  
 
Sunday services focus on four values: (again – add points one by 
one until they are all on the screen together) 
 

1. Celebration 
 
We believe church should be enjoyable!  
 
I’ve heard of people who don’t like humor in church – I know there are 
times to be serious – and people can sometimes be too flippant – but 
sometimes churches are so somber and serious, it’s like going to a 
funeral every week instead of a celebration.  
 



We’ve had people tell us that coming here has been like a breath of fresh 
air! We believe people should look forward to coming!  
 
Psalm 122:1 – I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house 
of the LORD.” 
 
Not everyone feels that way! We want people to feel this way!  
 
Every time we come to church, let’s celebrate better than a football game 
or a party – church ought to be the highlight of our week!  
 

2. Inspiration  
 
The presence of God is what changes lives. We don’t do that.  
 
This is why we pray – we want people to have a powerful encounter with 
God, not the church. We value the presence of God.  
 

3. Preparation 
 
We want to give messages that prepare people for life. The Bible gives 
practical application to everyday living. We want to give messages that 
you can use on Monday!  
 

4. Salvation 
 
We want to see this every week. We want people to meet God!  
 
No matter what the topic is, we want people to receive Jesus as Lord 
and Savior!  
 
If you decide to be a part of this church, then you need to be a part of 
this main purpose of our church. We want you to help us reach as many 
people we can for the cause of Christ! We want to do this TOGETHER!  
 
Here’s how simple it is for you to be involved. 
 
HOW TO SHARE CHRIST WITH OTHERS: (again – add points one by 
one until they are all on the screen together) 
 

1. Accept the personal responsibility.  
 
Whether you like it or not, Jesus expects all of us to reach the people 
that are closest to us. Their blood is our responsibility. You are God’s 
plan – God wants to reach other people through you!  
 



This is why we want to show you how easy it is to reach people -  
 

2. Build a personal relationship.  
 
Jesus was so good at being a connector. Jesus connected first before 
He corrected. People aren’t looking for a theological debate – they are 
looking for love!  
 
This should take some pressure off! You don’t have to have all the 
answers. People don’t care how much you know – they want to know 
that you care! People aren’t looking for a debate – they are looking for 
love –  
 
Love people! Build a relationship with them – if we do that, we can reach 
people.  
 

3. Share your personal story. 
 
Evangelism is not telling people that they are wrong. The Bible tells us 
that we are to be “witnesses” – what does a witness do? A witness tells 
their side of the story.  
 
We are not to tell people what they should do – we are to tell people 
what Jesus has done in us! You tell your story. You tell them, “I don’t 
have it all together, but Jesus has made a difference in my life!” 
 
Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men, so that they can see your 
good works, and glorify your father in heaven.” 
 
Look for opportunities to tell your story.  
 

4. Give a personal invitation.  
 
If you know how to give a personal invitation to accept Jesus, go ahead 
and do that – but maybe it’s just an invitation to church –  
 
Everyone can do that!  Tell people about your church – I see some doing 
this on facebook all the time! Way to go! Everyone can do this in some 
format – even personally – Tell people which service you go to – offer to 
buy them coffee or a donut before – or lunch after –  
 
When the end of the service comes, we invite people – look to see if your 
friend is responding. When your friend responds – that will be your best 
day at church! You will have captured the heart of God!  
 



Let’s make a deal – you do what I can’t do – and I’ll do what you can’t 
do.  
 
I can’t know all of your friends – not everyone can teach from the front - 
let’s work together!  
 
You get them here – we will give them the best experience we can so 
that they can meet the only one who can change their life!  
 
There are other places we are helping people come to know God –  
 
Our city, our nation, and our world –  
 
Acts 1:8 – …you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. 
 

1. In Jerusalem – Our City 
 
This is our first responsibility – we support local missions … Rescue 
Mission, Crisis Pregnancy Center, Bridges, The Crossing … You can get 
involved in these.  
 

2. Judea and Samaria – Our Nation 
 
The best way to reach America is the local church. We believe there 
needs to be more churches – life-giving churches!  
 
We want to see new churches planted and existing churches 
strengthened!  
 

3. To the ends of the earth – Our World 
 
We give all around the world – Philippines, Vanuatu, India, Chile, etc.  
 
How You Can Join Us:  
 

1. Pray 
 
Pray for all of these outreaches we have just mentioned …  
 
Put these outreaches in your daily prayer time – so that other people can 
come to know God.  
 

2. Go 
 



Visit these ministries – mentor – serve – missions trips – Everyone 
should go on a missions trip at some point – you will never be the same 
– See what the church is doing around the world!  
 

3. Give 
 
We don’t do a lot of asking – but we talk a lot about what we could do. 
We are doing so much more than what you see inside these four walls. 
You need to simply ask God what He wants you to do, and then respond 
to what He says.  
 
All of that comes under the first purpose of wanting people to Know God!  
 
FIND FREEDOM 
 
Small Groups 
 
Real life change happens in the context of relationships – church 
services alone are not going to change your life – relationships will. Most 
people with issues don’t need to counsel with a pastor – they need to be 
involved in godly life-giving relationships – this all happens in our small 
groups!  
 
If I asked you to name the last five messages I preached, you couldn’t do 
it! Sometimes you can’t remember by 3 o’clock Sunday afternoon – and 
I’m great! (haha!)  
 
But you can tell me 5 people who have impacted your life for good or bad 
– because your life has been impacted by relationships – not merely 
information.  
 
If you are going to really find freedom, you need the dynamic of small 
groups.  
 
This is the Biblical model –  
 
Acts 20:20 – I never shrank back from telling you what you needed to 
hear, either publicly or in your homes.  
 
How does the small group help me find freedom?  
 
James 5:16 – Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed… 
 



This may be uncomfortable – but all of us have something that we need 
to be healed from – for all of us, something hurts – something is messed 
up – we all have issues –  
 
How are we going to deal with our issues? The Bible doesn’t tell us that 
happens with God alone – it happens when I have a person who prays 
with me and walks me through it – we all need this.  
 
Small Groups provide three things: (again – add points one by one 
until they are all on the screen together) 
 

1. A place to connect with others.  
 
You need a place to connect – Sometimes people say the church is too 
big – the fact is – every church is too big if you’re not connected! Some 
people go to small churches and don’t meet anyone – and then they go 
to a big church and develop great relationships – it depends on being in 
a place where relationships are valued! Everyone needs a place to 
connect –  
 
Everyone needs a place where “everyone knows their name.”  
 
We need to get bigger and smaller at the same time! – Bigger because 
so many more people need to know Jesus – they matter- Smaller – in 
more and more small groups - because you matter –  
 

2. A place to protect each other.  
 
You need a place where people know you’re struggling. You need 
accountability partners. “I’ve messed this up so many times – would you 
help me – call me? Hold me accountable? Pray with me?”  
 
Quit pretending you’ve got it all together! Be honest! This is how we 
grow! This is THE PLAN!  
 

3. A place to grow together.  
 
The Bible calls this discipleship. Real discipleship happens in a 
discussion process with other people. You will grow a lot faster with other 
people!  
 
How Our Small Groups Work –  
 

- Free Market 
 
Not all Bible Studies – bowling – disc golf – (look at Life Interests…)  



 
How does that work? The real value is in relationships, not what the 
group actually does. These friendships are developed in these 
relationships and people pray together and grow in their faith together by 
DOING LIFE TOGETHER!  
 
We let people do what they want to do – Life Interests – Life Studies – 
Life Service –  
 

- Three seasons a year  
 
Follow the school year pattern – people can take breaks – change 
groups – leaders can do different things –  
 

- Join a group –  
 
Group Week (Rally week) – Info Book – website –  
 

- Host/Lead a group  
 
1 Video 1 Audio online – Guideline book & Response –  
 
Can you work a dvd player? Can you stream a video from the internet? 
Can you nod your head while people talk? You already have many of the 
qualities it takes to lead/host a group.  
 
We need more groups and you need ministry!  
 
KNOW GOD – FIND FREEDOM –  
 
DISCOVER PURPOSE  
 
We do this through the Growth Track –  
 
Step 1 - Follow 
 
Everything begins with your relationship with God – Be water baptized – 
if you haven’t already –  
 
Step 2 – Connect 
 
Last week’s GT & today’s message - Connect to the church – small 
group – get involved –  
 
Step 3 – Discover 
 



Today in GT – Personality profile – Spiritual Gifts inventory – we are 
going to start looking at your design – exciting! Why? Because how God 
made you points to what you are supposed to do!  
 
Everyone is unique – those uniquenesses need to be discovered and will 
help you find a place where you can do the fourth step –  
 
Step 4 – Serve 
 
All of us are to serve – this is the call of every Christian.  
 
Greet – serve coffee – tech team – set up team – maintenance team – 
worship team – children’s ministry – students – young adults – admin 
team – hosting a small group – so many places and opportunities to 
serve!  
 
Jesus said that when you find your place around your design and you 
serve in it, that’s where real joy is! The biggest joy in life is not making 
money – not a dream vacation – not when your favorite team wins the 
championship! None of those things last!  
 
Real joy comes from the fact that you have found your purpose and your 
life is making a difference! There is no better feeling in the world than 
laying your head on your pillow at night being able to say, “I did my part 
to make a difference in the world today!”  
 
This gives meaning to every part of your life!  
 
Complete the Growth Track – This will get you started in the direction of 
real fulfillment in life –  
 
Then we can –  
 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE – worship team come back 
 
Dream Team –  
 
I’ve heard people say that churches take on the personality of the pastor 
- Great churches don’t look like the pastor – great churches look like the 
people God sends the pastor.  
 
The church shouldn’t look like me – it should look like you! You need to 
dream – find out what God wants for you – so that you can say, “I was 
made for this!”  
 
Three things we believe about you:  



 
1. Every member is a minister.  

 
Most people think that is the pastor – the Bible says the opposite –  
 
The Bible says that pastors equip the people to be the ministers. When 
you serve the in area in which God has gifted you, you are making just 
as big of a difference as the person who stands up here to teach.  
 

2. Every task is important.  
 
My role is not more important than your role! Every part of the body of 
Christ is important!  
 

3. Every member is a “10” in some area.  
 
There is something for you to do, that when you do it you will say, “I was 
made for this!”  
 
You are a 10 in some area – we want to help you find out what it is – 
that’s why we want you come to Growth Track Step 3 – And Growth 
Track Step 4 will help you find that place.  
 
Next Steps –  
 
Follow –  
 
Growth Track –  
 
Serve -  
 
Closing song: I Am Free 


