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Intro: Ever been confused? Ever been confused about the ways of 

God?  
 
“I just don’t understand what God is doing!”  
 
Sometimes we are trusting Him even when we don’t understand – 
sometimes we are not – but boy are we confused! Things aren’t 
happening the way we think they’re supposed to be happening! Things 
aren’t happening the way we expected them to happen!  
 
Aha! There’s a big one! Expectation!  
 

- Marriage 
- Parenting 
- A restaurant experience (Texas Roadhouse Kokomo vs. Fishers) 
- Expectations effect Everything!  

 

Big Idea: Sometimes God’s ways can be very confusing. 
Trust Him anyway!  
 

T.S.: 10 statements about God’s ways and our confusion –  

 
John 11:1-16 - A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with 
his sisters, Mary and Martha. This is the Mary who later poured the 
expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair. Her 
brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus 
telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.”  

But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will 
not end in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of 
God will receive glory from this.” So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the next two days. Finally, he 
said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”  



But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days 
ago the people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there 
again?”   

Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. 
During the day people can walk safely. They can see because they have 
the light of this world. But at night there is danger of stumbling because 
they have no light.” Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but now I will go and wake him up.”  

The disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon get 
better!” They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply sleeping, but 
Jesus meant Lazarus had died.   

So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And for your sakes, 
I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see 
him.”  

Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s 
go, too—and die with Jesus.”   
 
Lots of confusion here:  

- Lazarus illness will not end in death, yet He died.  
- Jesus didn’t go to help, but then He did go.  
- He had just left that area because people were trying to kill Him, 

now He goes back.  
- There is safety in the light, but not in the dark.  

o Now that one seems sensible, but Jesus is not talking 
about daylight and nighttime – He’s talking about safety 
walking in His light – which is knowledge about the 
Kingdom of God – vs. walking in darkness – which is 
living without the knowledge of the Kingdom of God – 
And the disciples were on very dangerous ground 
because they weren’t understanding anything that was 
going on! Confusion is like darkness.  

- Lazarus has fallen asleep but I’m going to wake him up!  
- Why wake him up? If he’s sick, sleeping will do him good! He will 

get better!  
- Lazarus is dead!  
- Wait. What? I thought you just said this would not end in death! 

(They are not getting it!) – Isn’t it nice sometimes to know the 
end of the story before the end! If we didn’t already know how 
this story was going to end we would be just as confused as the 
disciples!  

 
** Here’s revelation –  
 

1. You get confused about the circumstances 
you are facing when you don’t see the end!  

 



Can you see the end? Can you have faith no matter what the 
circumstance that Jesus has it all in His control – and even when His 
explanations don’t make sense to us, we can trust Him with how it’s 
going to end? Often it is going to end a lot different than the way we think 
it is going to end! Jesus already sees a supernatural end, when we are 
only seeing a natural course of events.  
 
We don’t consider the miraculous enough – we don’t consider the 
supernatural enough –   
 
2

nd
 Chronicles 20 –  
- Armies – Prayer – Prophecy – Don’t worry – just watch and see 

what God does -  
 

2. Get your eyes off your circumstance and get 
your eyes on God!  

 
Colossians 3:2 - Think about the things of heaven, not the things of 
earth.  
 
2

nd
 Corinthians 4:18 - So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; 

rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we 
see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 
forever.  
 
Back to the confusion:  
 

- Lazarus is dead – let’s go back to the place where people are 
trying to kill us – Thomas: let’s go die with Him – it’s all over – it’s 
no use – we’re all gonna die!  

 

3. We are ready to give up on a bad circumstance 
long before Jesus is done!  

 
- His sickness happened for the glory of God so that the Son of 

God will receive glory – remember the blind man from chapter 9?  
 
John 11:17-26 - When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that 
Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days. Bethany was only a 
few miles down the road from Jerusalem, and many of the people had 
come to console Martha and Mary in their loss. When Martha got word 
that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the 
house.  
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask.”   



Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the 

last day.”   
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who 

believes in me will live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and 
believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”  

 

4. Sometimes we think we know when we don’t 
really know! 
 

Martha thought she knew what was going on … she didn’t have a clue!   
 
I’m old enough to make this admission – Sometimes I nod my head like I 
understand what someone is talking about when I have no idea what 
they are saying!  
 
Often we think we know what’s going on. Even when we’re confused – 
we want to look spiritual, we want to look smart, we don’t want to look 
confused – so we say, “Oh yeah! I know what’s happening here!” And we 
don’t have a clue!  
 
Just humble yourself and admit that you don’t have a clue what God is 
up to!   
 
Even through tears – even in the hardest times – even in death –  
 
“Oh yeah- I know what’s going on!”  
 
This is not about trust – it’s about knowledge.  
 
You can trust God and have trust in God even when you don’t know 
what He’s doing.  
 
In fact, sometimes trust in God is exactly what we need to do especially 
when we don’t know what He is doing!  

 
5. Express faith in spite of confusion. 

 
John 11:27-32 - “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come into the world 
from God.” Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the 
mourners and told her, “The Teacher is here and wants to see you.”  
So Mary immediately went to him.   

Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha 
met him. When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw 



her leave so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to 
weep. So they followed her there. When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, 
she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”   
 
You may be confused – but believe in God – believe in Jesus – believe 
in His Word – and express that belief with your mouth – that’s faith!  

 

6. Jesus can get angry.  
 

John 11:33-39 - When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people 
wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within him, and he was deeply 
troubled. “Where have you put him?” he asked them.   

They told him, “Lord, come and see.” Then Jesus wept. The 
people who were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!”  
But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept 
Lazarus from dying?”   

Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a 
stone rolled across its entrance. “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told 
them… 
 

- Jesus gets angry at confusion that leads to unbelief 
 
Not angry at belief in spite of confusion – but confusion that leads to 
unbelief.  
 
Mary & Martha seemed to be coming to a place of believing in spite of 
confusion – that’s good –  
 
These people by the tomb and the disciples were another story – in fact, 
how it must have angered Jesus that after almost 3 years His disciples 
seem no further along than those wailing by the tomb!  
 
That should help anyone who is trying to disciple a new convert to Christ 
who seems to be a slow learner – patience!  
 
It angered Him that His friend had to go through this suffering death – 
only for one purpose – so that unbelieving people could come to a place 
of believing.  
 
They couldn’t just believe Jesus’ words, teachings, miracles – they 
needed more!  
 
More? What more? (Jesus getting angry!) – My friend has to suffer and 
die – His sisters have to grieve this loss – just so you can believe!  
 



7. Jesus will go to drastic measures to help us 
believe!  

 
He wants us to believe so badly – so that we will experience all the 
blessings He wants for us in this life – and so that we will be with Him in 
eternity – He wants it – He wants us – our faith – our fellowship – our 
friendship – our place in His family so badly, that He will allow drastic 
experiences to happen to us so that our faith can grow and our place in 
His family can be assured.  
 
Could this explain something you are going through now? You are 
confused! So confused! Why is this happening? Why does bad stuff 
ALWAYS seem to happen?  
 
Where are you at in your faith? Are you believing? Or, are you just 
seeing what is happening in this world –  
 
Are you just as confused as the disciples – or is the light beginning to 
come on – as with Mary & Martha?   
 
Is the fog beginning to clear up?  
 
John 11:39-44 - …But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, 
he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.”   

Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s 
glory if you believe?” So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked 
up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You always 
hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing 
here, so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus 
shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus 
told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!”  
 
Now THAT had to be confusing! Most of them had never seen that 
before and they certainly weren’t expecting it!  
 

8. We will always be confused when we are not 
expecting God to do God-type things! 

 
Confine God’s ways to the natural realm and you will always be 
confused! Confine God’s abilities and plans simply to what your mind can 
understand or expect and you will always be confused!  
 
Begin to expect God to be God – do God-type things – which are always 
beyond us and our understanding – and you will be less confused!  
 



Accept that you don’t have to understand it all and you will be less 
confused!  
 
Study – learn – grow in knowledge and faith – but understand at the 
same time that God’s ways are above and beyond our ways –  
 
Romans 11:33 - Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and 
knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and 
his ways! 
 

9. Our unbelief can be our own undoing.    
 
John 11:45-52 - Many of the people who were with Mary believed in 
Jesus when they saw this happen. But some went to the Pharisees and 
told them what Jesus had done. Then the leading priests and Pharisees 
called the high council together. “What are we going to do?” they asked 
each other. “This man certainly performs many miraculous signs. If we 
allow him to go on like this, soon everyone will believe in him. Then the 
Roman army will come and destroy both our Temple and our nation.”  

Caiaphas, who was high priest at that time, said, “You don’t 
know what you’re talking about! You don’t realize that it’s better for you 
that one man should die for the people than for the whole nation to be 
destroyed.”   

He did not say this on his own; as high priest at that time he was 
led to prophesy that Jesus would die for the entire nation. And not only 
for that nation, but to bring together and unite all the children of God 
scattered around the world.   
 
This is true – we see here that God can speak wisdom sometimes even 
through unbelievers –  

- One man died for the nation – but not in the way Caiphas 
thought … Caiphas thought Jesus had to die so that the Jewish 
nation would survive … Romans, uproars, etc…  

- Jesus died so that the people of the nation could really live – 
have eternal life in the Kingdom of God beyond the earthly 
kingdom of Israel.  

- Caiphas’ actions would actually lead to the end of the nation of 
Israel shortly after this – an end that would last until 1948 –  
“His blood be upon us and on our children.”  

 
Worship Team return cue -  
 

10. Don’t let a perceived lack of answer to prayer 
lead to unbelief!  

 



John 11:53-57 - So from that time on, the Jewish leaders began to plot 
Jesus’ death. As a result, Jesus stopped his public ministry among the 
people and left Jerusalem. He went to a place near the wilderness, to the 
village of Ephraim, and stayed there with his disciples.   

It was now almost time for the Jewish Passover celebration, and 
many people from all over the country arrived in Jerusalem several days 
early so they could go through the purification ceremony before 
Passover began. They kept looking for Jesus, but as they stood around 
in the Temple, they said to each other, “What do you think? He won’t 
come for Passover, will he?” Meanwhile, the leading priests and 
Pharisees had publicly ordered that anyone seeing Jesus must report it 
immediately so they could arrest him.  
 
If you think you have to understand it all – you will struggle with belief – 
How are you going to explain Jesus raising someone from the dead 
naturally? Scientifically? Without supernatural belief? 
 
If you think you have to get your prayer answered the way you want it 
answered – you will struggle with belief –  
 
It wasn’t working out the way the disciples expected … Mary & Martha 
…Lazarus – think of him!   
 

- Sick – send for Jesus 
- Jesus doesn’t come  
- Dies  
- Is in the place of the dead – not working out as he had hoped!  
- Then – in the place of the dead He hears Jesus’ voice!  

 
What? Jesus? Yes!  
 
I’ve got news for you! You’re not dead yet! Whatever you’re going 
through Jesus still has a plan to end this thing the way HE wants to end it 
and you have to trust Him!  
 
The conversation & relationships & sharing lifestyles that happen in small 
groups can be an awesome place to clear up confusion – An awesome 
place to discuss questions –  
 
Invitation – have you put your trust in Him? 
 
Prayer for people facing confusion.  


