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Intro: Now we have a miracle to illustrate everything Jesus said in our 

last message –  
 
Statement: Jesus is the Light the world needs.  

 
John 8:12 - Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the 
light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, 
because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
 
Here we have a man who gets light – and Jesus relates it to spiritual 
blindness and spiritual sight.  
 
There are 7 major miracles in the Book of John -  
 
When Jesus walked on water, fed 5000 & turned water into wine He 
showed that He has power over nature.  
 
When He healed a man’s son in John 4, He showed His power over 
disease.  
 
When He healed the lame man at the pool in John 5, He showed his 
power over sickness & time.  
 
In John 11 He will raise Lazarus from the dead, showing His power over 
death.  
 
Here in John 9 He heals a blind man showing again His power over any 
infirmity.  
 
Overall, these miracles show us that Jesus can take care of any 
problem!  
 

Big Idea: You don’t have a problem – you have an 
opportunity!  



 

T.S.: This blind man’s problems led to 5 opportunities – our problems 

can lead to these same opportunities: 
 

1. An opportunity to show Jesus’ power.  
 
John 9:1-7 - As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been 
blind from birth. “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born 
blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?”  

“It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus 
answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him.  
We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us. 
The night is coming, and then no one can work. But while I am here in 
the world, I am the light of the world.”  

Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and 
spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. He told him, “Go wash 
yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went 
and washed and came back seeing!  
 
It’s hard when something goes wrong – it’s hard when we go through 
bad times – but every bad experience is an opportunity to show Jesus’ 
power!  
 
This man was blind – it’s hard for us to imagine –  
 

- Jana Jackson – sister of Darla Hughes, pastor’s wife from First 
Assembly - she has not been healed, but she sings and tells 
about Jesus all over.  
 

- Pastor Sharon – she has struggled more than any of us will ever 
know – but she does more with her struggle than anyone I have 
ever seen! She has never quit – she has never stopped – her 
production is incredible! So many others would have given up by 
now – I’m not sure I would have been able to do what she has 
done –  
 

And what is she doing? She is showing forth Jesus’ power in her life 
every day!  
 
Struggles and problems are opportunities to show the power of Jesus!  
 
This man was healed – some are – some aren’t!  
 

- I’ve known people who have had cancer – some healed, some 
not – but I’ve known both to show Jesus’ power either way 

- Bad work situation  



- Bad home situation 
 
Romans14:8 - If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it’s to honor 
the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 
 
Philippians 1:20-21 - … I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, 
whether I live or die. For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying 
is even better. 
 
Not all of our pain is because of sin –  

- Some is simply due to the fall …  
- Some are God-provided problems because they are 

opportunities to show Jesus’ power 
 
Will you allow God to use your situation, whether it works out the way 
you want it to or not, to show Jesus’ power?  
 

2. An opportunity to tell of Jesus’ power.  
 

John 9:8-12 - His neighbors and others who knew him as a blind beggar 
asked each other, “Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some 
said he was, and others said, “No, he just looks like him!”   

But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!”   
They asked, “Who healed you? What happened?”   
He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and spread it 

over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself.’ 
So I went and washed, and now I can see!”   

“Where is he now?” they asked.   
“I don’t know,” he replied.   

 
Miracles build a platform for the message –  
 
Acts 3 –  
 
If you have come across a problem – faced a problem – and God has 
brought you thru – it is an opportunity to tell of Jesus’ power in your life!  
Let others know what He has done!   
 
More than an opportunity – I believe we have an obligation!   
 

- 5 years old – fell into a bomb shelter – concussion – healed on 
Sunday morning – I came to believe in God’s power very young  

- Also when young – temperature of 107.6 – remember my family 
praying for me – speeding to the hospital – healed by the time I 
got there!  

- Other times we’ve had to fight through sickness  



- Mom had a painful digestive issue for 30 years … several years 
ago at a church service in Florida … healed and has never had a 
problem since. Total deliverance –  

 
And now I have an opportunity to tell of these stories and let you know of 
God’s power!  
 
What is your story? Maybe you have a story – maybe your story in 
process right now!  
 
Problems are opportunities to show Jesus’ power – to tell of Jesus’ 
power -  
 

3. An opportunity to decide 
 
John 9:12-17 - Then they took the man who had been blind to the 
Pharisees, because it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud 
and healed him. The Pharisees asked the man all about it. So he told 
them, “He put the mud over my eyes, and when I washed it away, I could 
see!”   

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus is not from God, 
for he is working on the Sabbath.” Others said, “But how could an 
ordinary sinner do such miraculous signs?” So there was a deep division 
of opinion among them.   

Then the Pharisees again questioned the man who had been 
blind and demanded, “What’s your opinion about this man who healed 
you?”   

The man replied, “I think he must be a prophet.”   
 
Problems give us an opportunity to decide –  
 
I have known people to follow Christ – face problems – and due to the 
problem they decide the God is not real, the Bible is not true, and the 
story of Christ is fiction –  
 
Or, even if they still believe the story – they get mad at God and they 
won’t serve Him any longer because they have a problem.  
 
Welcome to the world!  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 10:13 - The temptations in your life are no different from 

what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the 
temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he 
will show you a way out so that you can endure. 
 



You’re not the only one with problems – you’re not the only one to face 
the problem you are facing!  
 
I’ve known other people who seem to have nothing but problems – and 
also nothing but faith – nothing but confidence in who God is –  
 
Uncle Kenneth … lifetime of sickness … some of his family have not had 
the same kind of faith he showed … what he saw when he died…  
 
My grandfather … struck in the face … literally turned the other cheek -  
 
Bob Setty …   
 
Problems are an opportunity to decide –  
 

4. An opportunity to believe. 
 
John 9:18-34 - The Jewish leaders still refused to believe the man had 
been blind and could now see, so they called in his parents. They asked 
them, “Is this your son? Was he born blind? If so, how can he now see?”   

His parents replied, “We know this is our son and that he was 
born blind, but we don’t know how he can see or who healed him. Ask 
him. He is old enough to speak for himself.” His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who had announced that 
anyone saying Jesus was the Messiah would be expelled from the 
synagogue. That’s why they said, “He is old enough. Ask him.”   

So for the second time they called in the man who had been 
blind and told him, “God should get the glory for this, because we know 
this man Jesus is a sinner.”   

“I don’t know whether he is a sinner,” the man replied. “But I 
know this: I was blind, and now I can see!”   

“But what did he do?” they asked. “How did he heal you?”   
“Look!” the man exclaimed. “I told you once. Didn’t you listen? 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, 
too?”   

Then they cursed him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses! We know God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even 
know where this man comes from.”   

“Why, that’s very strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, 
and yet you don’t know where he comes from? We know that God 
doesn’t listen to sinners, but he is ready to hear those who worship him 
and do his will. Ever since the world began, no one has been able to 
open the eyes of someone born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
couldn’t have done it.”   

“You were born a total sinner!” they answered. “Are you trying to 
teach us?” And they threw him out of the synagogue.   



 
People will refuse the opportunity to believe even when the evidence is 
overwhelming. Do not be discouraged.  

- Show people Jesus’ power – we can do that.  
- Tell people of Jesus’ power – we can do that.  
- Give people an opportunity to make a decision – we can do 

that.  
- Give people an opportunity to believe – we can do that.  

 
Sadly, I’ve also seen people who have had miracles in their lives and 
they have failed to believe –  
 
Bonnie Wilson’s breast cancer & daughter -  
 
Each one has to decide for themselves whether or not to believe, and 
that part is their responsibility alone. It is not our responsibility.  
 

5. An opportunity to worship.  
 
John 9:35-38 - When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the 
man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  

The man answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.”   
“Yes, Lord, I believe!” the man said. And he worshiped Jesus.   

 
Your problems are giving you opportunities to worship – are you taking 
advantage of those opportunities?  
 
“Well, this man was healed! I haven’t gotten my answer yet!”  
 
He worshipped when he believed IN who Jesus is – His worship was not 
a result of his healing because his worship came much after his healing. 
His worship came at the point He believed IN Jesus as the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the Savior.  
 
If you believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior, you can worship Him whether 
you are healed or blind –  
 
But this man’s physical blindness was not as great as the spiritual 
blindness of the Jewish leaders. Jesus can heal physical blindness – 
people have to decide for themselves whether or not they are going to 
remain spiritually blind.  
 
If you believe – you’ve got something to worship Him for – and He’s 
worthy of worship even if we still have problems – because we have 
chosen to remove the spiritual blindness that covers our eyes and accept 
Jesus for who He has revealed Himself to be!  



 

Concl: Worship Team return as these verses are read: 
 
John 9:39-41 - Then Jesus told him, “I entered this world to render 
judgment—to give sight to the blind and to show those who think they 
see that they are blind.”  

Some Pharisees who were standing nearby heard him and 
asked, “Are you saying we’re blind?”   

“If you were blind, you wouldn’t be guilty,” Jesus replied. “But you 
remain guilty because you claim you can see. 

 
What do you see? Problems or opportunities?  
 
If you have a problem and you focus on the problem instead of focusing 
on the One who can  

- Sustain you through the problem 
- Teach you through the problem 
- Heal or deliver you from the problem 

 
If you focus on the problem instead of receiving His healing whether He 
delivers you or not, focusing on that problem will lead to blindness as 
sure as staring at the sun.  
 
But, if you focus on the Son, through the problem, He will not only give 
you these great opportunities …  
 

- Show Jesus’ power 
- Tell of Jesus’ power 
- Decide 
- Believe 
- Worship 

 
He will shine a light that doesn’t blind, but a light that will help you see 
even more who He is!  
 
Invitation – Jesus paid for our guilt – I can accept His payment or I can 
pay for it myself.  
 
Read Psalm 103 ESV as music builds – then sing 
 
10,000 Reasons – Bless the Lord Oh My Soul 
 
Prayer for people going through problems and need to see the 
opportunity  
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