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Intro: What do you know?  

 
And – in what – or in whom do you trust?  
 
Knowing and Trusting – certainly not the same –  
 
Knowing is understanding a fact –  
 
Trusting is relying on something or someone with full confidence.  
 
There are some things God wants us to know – some things He has 
clearly revealed to us.  
 
There are other ways in which God wants us to trust –  
 
Corrie Ten Boom  - who she was …  
 
From her book The Hiding Place – she tells of a time when she was a 
little girl and a baby next door died – she saw the dead baby in the crib. 
This caused her to fear death – especially the death of her father. One 
night when her father came in to say goodnight, she began to cry and 
say that her father could not die.  
 
Father sat down on the edge of the narrow bed. “Corrie,” he began 
gently, “when you and I go to Amsterdam—when do I give you your 
ticket?” I sniffed a few times, considering this. “Why, just before we get 
on the train.” “Exactly. And our wise Father in heaven knows when we’re 
going to need things, too. Don’t run out ahead of Him, Corrie. When the 
time comes that some of us will have to die, you will look into your heart 
and find the strength you need—just in time.” 
 
This is trust. 
 
Some of these passages in John are conversations - … may not be the 
most exciting … not miracles … walking on water … healing blind eyes 
… raising the dead. But what Jesus said about Himself is extremely 
important!  If you are going to know who Jesus is, then you must know 
what He said about Himself!   



 
You may believe in Jesus – absolutely believe that Jesus is who He said 
He was and believe that He did what the Bible says He did – but do you 
really know Him, personally?  Do you want to know Him more?  
 
You may have met someone briefly – you can say, “I met Ronald 
Reagan!” – I did! I shook his hand! I believe Ronald Reagan was who he 
said he was – did what he said he did – and I had a chance to meet him. 
But I never really got to know him.  
 
You can be on your way to heaven – yet still need to know more about 
Jesus. One of the best ways to find out more about Jesus is to study 
what He said about Himself.  
 

Big Idea: Jesus wants you to know Him!  
 

T.S.: 4 Statements and Conclusions:  

 
Statement: Jesus is the Light the world needs.  
 

John 8:12 - Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the 
light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, 
because you will have the light that leads to life.” 
 
How the world needs light –  

- Sin is darkness 
 
John 3:19 - And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into 
the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their 
actions were evil. 
 
Romans 13:13-14 - Because we belong to the day, we must live decent 
lives for all to see. Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and 
drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling 
and jealousy. Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And don’t let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil 
desires.  
 
But Jesus came to bring light -  
 
Luke 1:79 - to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, and to guide us to the path of peace. 
 
When Jesus appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus –  
 



Acts 26:18 - to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness 
for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set 
apart by faith in me.’ 
 
Ephesians 5:8-9 - For once you were full of darkness, but now you have 
light from the Lord. So live as people of light! For this light within you 
produces only what is good and right and true. 
 
1

st
 Peter 2:9 - … he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful 

light. 
 
Sin is darkness – false religion and false teaching is darkness –  
 
1

st
 John 1:5 - This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare 

to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all.   
 
Jesus is the light the world needs -  
 
John 8:13-18 - The Pharisees replied, “You are making those claims 
about yourself! Such testimony is not valid.”   

Jesus told them, “These claims are valid even though I make 
them about myself. For I know where I came from and where I am going, 
but you don’t know this about me. You judge me by human standards, 
but I do not judge anyone. And if I did, my judgment would be correct in 
every respect because I am not alone. The Father who sent me is with 
me. Your own law says that if two people agree about something, their 
witness is accepted as fact. I am one witness, and my Father who sent 
me is the other.”  
 
People will disagree, but Jesus is certain of His claim because His 
knowledge of Himself is Divine Knowledge. 
 

Conclusion: If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know God.  
 

John 8:19-20 – 
 
“Where is your father?” they asked.   

Jesus answered, “Since you don’t know who I am, you don’t 
know who my Father is. If you knew me, you would also know my 
Father.” Jesus made these statements while he was teaching in the 
section of the Temple known as the Treasury. But he was not arrested, 
because his time had not yet come.   
 

- Jesus is the light of the world  
- If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know God.  



Statement: Jesus is going to a place where unbelievers cannot go.  
   

John 8:21-30 – 
 
Later Jesus said to them again, “I am going away. You will search for me 
but will die in your sin. You cannot come where I am going.”  

The people asked, “Is he planning to commit suicide? What does 
he mean, ‘You cannot come where I am going’?”   

Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You 
belong to this world; I do not. That is why I said that you will die in your 
sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in 
your sins.”  

“Who are you?” they demanded.   
Jesus replied, “The one I have always claimed to be. I have 

much to say about you and much to condemn, but I won’t. For I say only 
what I have heard from the one who sent me, and he is completely 
truthful.” But they still didn’t understand that he was talking about his 
Father.   

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on the 
cross, then you will understand that I AM he. I do nothing on my own but 
say only what the Father taught me. And the one who sent me is with 
me—he has not deserted me. For I always do what pleases him.” Then 
many who heard him say these things believed in him.   
 
Jesus told them He wouldn’t be around for long – they were confused 
about what He was talking about – but He was talking about going back 
to where He came from – which was from the Father –  
 
He wasn’t born as others are born … virgin … conceived by the Holy 
Spirit – He came from the Father –  
 
John 16:28 - Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I will 
leave the world and return to the Father. 
 
Ephesians 4:9-10 - … Christ also descended to our lowly world. And the 
same one who descended is the one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself. 
 
Hebrews 1:3 - The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very 
character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his 
command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the 
place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 
 
So Jesus was going where unbelievers can never go – back to the 
Father from where He came. They would not understand this until they 



saw Him lifted up on the cross – and even then many would either not 
understand or reject –  
 
The same is true today – People don’t understand who Jesus is – that’s 
why we have to try to explain it simply and clearly – regretfully, some will 
hear and understand and still reject because they love darkness rather 
than light.  
 
They really don’t understand the difference between where Jesus said 
He was going, and where He said unbelievers will end up going. God 
help us to be able to know Jesus and explain who He is simply and 
clearly in love so that people will receive.  
 
Conclusion: Belief in Jesus is an absolute necessity.  
 

- Get past any confusion 
- Recognize that He is God and we are not (above vs. below)  
- The cross was His mission from God.  

 
When He got to that point, some got beyond their confusion and 
believed.  
 

Statement: Jesus’ believers will receive freedom by obeying what 
He says.   
   

John 8:31-38 – 
 
Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples 
if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.”  

“But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?”   

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave 
of sin. A slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a son is part 
of the family forever. So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free. Yes, I 
realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are 
trying to kill me because there’s no room in your hearts for my message.  
I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are 
following the advice of your father.”  

 
- Sin is slavery!  

 
Teaching against sin is not legalism – it is freedom!  
 
Telling you that there are some things that you shouldn’t do is not mean! 
It is warning you that certain practices will enslave your life! The way to 



live a truly free life is to do what Jesus says! Listen to the warnings! Don’t 
resist – don’t cry, “Legalism!”  
 
It’s legalism if we tell you that you have to stop these things in order to 
get saved. But if you believe and confess … then you are right with God 
–  
 
But, there are some believers who are not free – because they have 
believed, but have not yet begun to obey!  
 
I believe our obedience is evidence of our belief. It is something we grow 
into.  
 
Some have a knowledge and conviction from the Holy Spirit about 
certain things almost immediately and we see a tremendous change. 
Others have to learn and study and wrestle with some things for a while  
- but at whatever speed we are going, we should all be GROWING in 
obedience –  
 
Conclusion: When we are growing in obedience we are growing in 
freedom. 
 
John 8:39-53 – 
 
“Our father is Abraham!” they declared.  “No,” Jesus replied, “for if you 
were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his 
example. Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, 
which I heard from God. Abraham never did such a thing.  

No, you are imitating your real father.”  
They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our 

true Father.”   
Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, 

because I have come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he 
sent me. Why can’t you understand what I am saying? It’s because you 
can’t even hear me! For you are the children of your father the devil, and 
you love to do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the 
beginning. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and 
the father of lies. So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe 
me! Which of you can truthfully accuse me of sin? And since I am telling 
you the truth, why don’t you believe me? Anyone who belongs to God 
listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t listen because you don’t 
belong to God.”  

The people retorted, “You Samaritan devil! Didn’t we say all 
along that you were possessed by a demon?”   



“No,” Jesus said, “I have no demon in me. For I honor my 
Father—and you dishonor me. And though I have no wish to glorify 
myself, God is going to glorify me. He is the true judge. I tell you the 
truth, anyone who obeys my teaching will never die!”  

The people said, “Now we know you are possessed by a demon. 
Even Abraham and the prophets died, but you say, ‘Anyone who obeys 
my teaching will never die!’ Are you greater than our father Abraham? He 
died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”   

 
Statement: People resist Jesus because they don’t want to accept 
the truth. 
 

- They don’t want to accept the truth about Jesus.  
- They don’t want to accept the truth about themselves.  
- They don’t want to change their long-held beliefs – which lead to 

certain lifestyles.  
- Their defense becomes, “You are from the devil!”  

 
Jesus clearly said that they were following the devil because they were 
doing evil things. But Jesus was living in purity and they could make no 
accusation of sin against Him.  
 
When you are trying to explain to someone your belief – because you 
have a desire for them to know Jesus and have eternal life – you may be 
rejected simply because they don’t WANT to believe, they don’t WANT to 
change – and if they don’t have a real good argument to make against 
your witness of Jesus, they may just respond with, “You’re crazy!”  
 
Welcome to Jesus’ world!  
 

John 8:54-59 –  
 
Jesus answered, “If I want glory for myself, it doesn’t count. But it is my 
Father who will glorify me. You say, ‘He is our God,’ but you don’t even 
know him. I know him. If I said otherwise, I would be as great a liar as 
you! But I do know him and obey him. Your father Abraham rejoiced as 
he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  

The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you 
say you have seen Abraham?”   

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even 
born, I AM!” At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But 
Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 
Conclusion: Jesus will be honored by God the Father.  
 



There would be nothing they could do – there was no way they could 
stop it – in fact, they would be a part of it – for their putting Him on the 
cross would lead to His resurrection from the dead!  
 

Big Idea: Jesus wants you to know Him!  
 
Statement: Jesus is the Light the world needs.  
 

Conclusion: If you don’t know Jesus, you don’t know God. 
 
Statement: Jesus is going to a place where unbelievers cannot go.  
 
Conclusion: Belief is Jesus is an absolute necessity.  
 
Statement: Jesus’ believers will receive freedom by obeying what 
He says.   
 
Conclusion: When we are growing in obedience we are growing in 
freedom. 
 
Statement: People resist Jesus because they don’t want to accept 
the truth.  
 
Conclusion: Jesus will be honored by God the Father.  
 

Do you know Him? 
 
How well do you know Him?  
 
Don’t you want to know Him more? 
 
Song – O Come to the Altar  


