
John 
Series: Unfazed: The Overwhelming Life 
July 3, 2016 
Message One:  

The Nation’s Hope 
John 6:16-70 

Chair Bible Page 814-815 
 
Mention You Version 
 

Intro: I believe these words applied to the United States of America 240 

years ago: 
 
Isaiah 54:14 - In righteousness you will be established: Tyranny will be 
far from you; you will have nothing to fear. Terror will be far removed; it 
will not come near you. 
 
Our forefathers continually acknowledged that God had made and 
preserved our nation.  They sought His aid in all that they did.  They 
warned us that the day God was not revered in America, she would 
become a byword among nations.  
 
We have lost our way as a nation and if we do not understand God’s role 
in our history, we will overlook the true meaning of our existence.   
 
240 years ago – in the city of Philadelphia, the DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE was signed.    
 
But it was also a DECLARATION OF DEPENDENCE!   

  
“With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” – 
Declaration of Independence. 
 
Fifty-six men signed that document knowing they could be hanged as 
traitors. Five were captured by the British and tortured before they 
died.  Twelve had their homes looted, occupied by the enemy, or 
burned.  Two lost their sons in the army.  One had two sons 
captured.  Nine died in the war.      
 
These men were not poor. They mostly enjoyed luxury in their personal 
lives.  But they considered freedom more important than security.  

  
President John Adams:  I am well aware of the toil, and blood, and 
treasure, that it will cost to maintain this declaration, and support and 



defend these states; yet, through all the gloom I can see the rays of light 
and glory.  I can see that the end is worth more than all the means. 

Posterity – you will never know how much it has cost my 
generation to preserve your freedom.  I hope you will make good use of 
it. If you do not, I shall repent in Heaven, that I ever took half the Pains to 
preserve it. 
 
New England Charter:  … to advance the enlargement of Christian 
religion, to the glory of God Almighty… 
 
Rhode Island Charter of 1683:  We submit our persons, lives, and 
estates unto our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords 
and to all those perfect and most absolute laws of His given us in His 
Holy Word. 
 
I will share more next week – but -  
 
Our country today is in trouble. Our country is not the country our 
Founding Fathers established – it is not the country that it was a 
generation or two ago – It may never be again. The culture is 
increasingly more hostile to Christianity, Christian faith, and those who 
live to openly follow Jesus Christ -  
 
Passages we will be looking at this month from John go hand in hand 
with other passages in Scriptures that should encourage us no matter 
what happens in our country -  
 
Romans 8:37 – No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us.  
 
NIV - No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  
 
The Message - None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us.  
 
Job 1:21 - …The LORD gave me what I had, and the LORD has taken it 
away. Praise the name of the LORD!” 
 

Big Idea: What does the Lord give and take away?  
 

T.S.: John 6 tells us -  

 

1. Jesus takes away fear.  
 

John 6:16-21 - That evening Jesus’ disciples went down to the shore to 
wait for him. But as darkness fell and Jesus still hadn’t come back, they 



got into the boat and headed across the lake toward Capernaum. Soon a 
gale swept down upon them, and the sea grew very rough. They had 
rowed three or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the 
water toward the boat. They were terrified, but he called out to 
them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!” Then they were eager to let him in the 
boat, and immediately they arrived at their destination!  
 
Walking on the water is miraculous – but the end result of His miracle 
was that He took away their fear.  
 
In another Gospel, Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water – 
proving that he had overcome His fear! 
 
I fear for our country – we are in a storm and drowning. There are forces 
even within this country that want us to go down.   
 
Thomas Jefferson - I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is 
just; that his justice cannot sleep forever. 
 
What we must do – call out to the Lord as the disciples did – and live 
without fear.  
 
I hate to say it, but a verse from Jeremiah keeps coming to mind:  
 
Jeremiah 14:11 - Then the LORD said to me, “Do 
not pray for these people anymore.  
 
Even if the culture as a whole does not turn around, I think the most 
important thing for us is to live without fear.  
 
God wants us to live without fear even if the culture around us is 
drowning!  
 

2. Jesus gives Himself.  
 
John 6:22-46 - The next day the crowd that had stayed on the far shore 
saw that the disciples had taken the only boat, and they realized Jesus 
had not gone with them. Several boats from Tiberias landed near the 
place where the Lord had blessed the bread and the people had 
eaten. So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 
there, they got into the boats and went across to Capernaum to look 
for him. They found him on the other side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, 
when did you get here?”  

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, you want to be with me 
because I fed you, not because you understood the miraculous signs.  
But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your 



energy seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For 
God the Father has given me the seal of his approval.”  

They replied, “We want to perform God’s works, too. What 
should we do?”   

Jesus told them, “This is the only work God wants from you: 
Believe in the one he has sent.”  

They answered, “Show us a miraculous sign if you want us to 
believe in you. What can you do? After all, our ancestors ate manna 
while they journeyed through the wilderness! The Scriptures say, ‘Moses 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”   

Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, Moses didn’t give you bread from 
heaven. My Father did. And now he offers you the true bread from 
heaven. The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.”  

“Sir,” they said, “give us that bread every day.”   
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 

will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty. But you haven’t believed in me even though you have seen 
me. However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will 
never reject them. For I have come down from heaven to do the will of 
God who sent me, not to do my own will. And this is the will of God, that I 
should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should 
raise them up at the last day. For it is my Father’s will that all who see his 
Son and believe in him should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the 
last day.”  

Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because he 
had said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” They said, “Isn’t 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and mother. How can 
he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”   

But Jesus replied, “Stop complaining about what I said. For no 
one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, 
and at the last day I will raise them up. As it is written in the Scriptures, 
‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and 
learns from him comes to me. (Not that anyone has ever seen the 
Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.)  

 
The people wanted to be with Jesus – but for limited 
reasons. 

 
They only wanted to be with Him for free bread –  
 
Why do you want to be with Jesus? Do you want to be with Him at all? 
 
Do you only pray to Him for the things He can do for you?  
 
Think about your friendships –  



- Dale is my friend –  
- Gary is my brother-in-law and friend –  

 
Both of these guys are way better at handyman stuff than me – but if I 
only call on them and spend time with them when I need them to help me 
with a job … not good …  
 
If the only conversations I have is, “Hey, I need help!” – it’s a limited 
friendship – if our friendship is going to be strong, I have to not only be 
getting together to ask them to help me. I have to be interested in them – 
in their lives –  
 
It’s the same with our relationship with the Lord! These people went to 
great lengths to be with Jesus – Great!  
 
You may get up early in the morning – you may pray late into the wee 
hours of the morning – you may fast while you seek God – but is it just 
because you want to be with Him – or is it always because you want stuff 
from Him?  
 
Remember this –  
 
Mark 3:14 - He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they 
might be with him… 
 
All these people wanted was food – They wanted what He could do for 
them more than they wanted Him.  
 
John 6:28 - We want to perform God’s works, too. 
 
There are people who want to be seen as miracle workers more than 
they want their personal relationship with Jesus to grow and be strong.  
 
But later they revealed their heart and their true intentions –  
 
John 6:30 - Show us a miraculous sign if you want us to believe in you. 
What can you do? 
 
What? After what He just did yesterday? Are you kidding me?  
 
How many of you have forgotten previous miracles? Previous answers to 
prayer?  
 
You need something now – the answer hasn’t come yet – you get 
impatient – “God, you’ve got to do this for me!”  
 



I’ve seen people walk away from God because He doesn’t answer their 
prayers now the way they want Him to, while previously He had done 
great things for them.  
 
They are revealing the condition of their hearts. They only want Him for 
the answers.  
 
When you have nothing – and when your prayers aren’t answered 
the way you like – is Jesus enough? 
 
John 6:35 - Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
If you believe in Him – not just for the answers to prayer – but for Him – 
He will be all you need!  
 
When you have no food – He is enough.  
When you have no money – He is enough.  
When you have no job – He is enough.  
When we have no country – He is enough.  
 
It is not hopeless for me to say I think our country is gone and our culture 
is not coming back – that is not hopeless – because –  
 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name 
On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, All other ground is sinking sand.  
All other ground is sinking sand!  
 
George Washington is one of my heroes – Great man –  
 
President George Washington, Inaugural address to Congress:  No 
people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand which 
conducts the affairs of men more than the people of the United 
States.  Every step by which they have advanced to the character of an 
independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of 
providential agency … We ought to be no less persuaded that the 
propitious smiles of heaven cannot be expected on a nation that 
disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which heaven itself has 
ordained. 
 
George said, “Don’t put your hope in me!” Don’t put your hope in the 
Constitution – the courts don’t even bother with that any more – just an 
old document.  
 
My hope is in Jesus – He is the great lawgiver –  



 
If it all goes away and never comes back – I have not lost hope – 
because my hope is not in these things – is not in citizenship here – 
  
Philippians 3:20 - But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus 
Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior.  
 
Hebrews – Abraham looking for another city – another country – beyond 
this world – as were all the people of faith -  
 

- Jesus takes away fear 
- Jesus gives Himself  

 

3. Jesus gives eternal life.  
 

John 6:47-66 - “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life.  
Yes, I am the bread of life! Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, 
but they all died. Anyone who eats the bread from heaven, however, will 
never die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone 
who eats this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so 
the world may live, is my flesh.”  

Then the people began arguing with each other about what he 
meant. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they asked.   

So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have eternal life within 
you. But anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise that person at the last day. For my flesh is true food, and 
my blood is true drink. Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me, and I in him. I live because of the living Father who sent 
me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me.  
I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this 
bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the 
manna) but will live forever.”  

He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in 
Capernaum.     

Many of his disciples said, “This is very hard to understand. How 
can anyone accept it?”  

Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining, so he said 
to them, “Does this offend you? Then what will you think if you see the 
Son of Man ascend to heaven again? The Spirit alone gives eternal 
life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life. But some of you do not believe 
me.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning which ones didn’t believe, and 
he knew who would betray him.) Then he said, “That is why I said that 
people can’t come to me unless the Father gives them to me.”  



At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted 
him. Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to 
leave?”  
 
Jesus gives eternal life –  
 
They didn’t understand this about eating flesh and drinking blood – but 
He told them –  
 
John 6:63-64 - The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort 
accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. But some of you do not believe me. 
 
It’s a spiritual work – it is not literal physically. But they couldn’t 
understand.  
 
A lot of people can’t understand today the work Jesus can do in our 
hearts. They are looking for something more physically tangible.  
 
They way Jesus gives this eternal life is in response to simple belief –  
 
John 6:47 - I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life.  
 

4. Jesus gives us the only Person in whom to trust.  
 
Worship Team return -  
 
John 6:67-70 - Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You 
have the words that give eternal life. We believe, and we know you are 
the Holy One of God.”   

Then Jesus said, “I chose the twelve of you, but one is a devil.”  
He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one of the Twelve, 
who would later betray him.  
 
Later – Judas would lose that trust – Judas trusted in the political leaders 
more than Jesus.  
 
I have loved this country – I have loved what it stood for –  
 
But my trust is not and cannot be in what has happened in the past – my 
trust and hope is not in this life – in any country – in any revival of either 
spiritual or political philosophy –  
 
My hope is in a Person – the Person who takes away fear – the Person 
who gives us Himself - the Person who gives eternal life – the Person 
who was raised from the dead – the only Person in whom to trust.  



 
Songs: The Solid Rock (Old Arrangement) 
 
In Christ Alone 
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