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Giving Up the Next Generation 
1

st
 Samuel 1:27-28  

 

Intro: Listen to the Children – Author Unknown 

 
Take a moment to listen today 
To what your children are trying to say 
Listen today, whatever you do 
Or they won’t be there to listen to you.  
 
Listen to their problems 
Listen for their needs.  
Praise their smallest triumphs 
Praise their smallest deeds.  
Tolerate their chatter 
Amplify their laughter. 
Find out what’s the matter 
Find out what they’re after.  
 
But tell them that you love them 
Every single night 
And though you scold them 
Make sure you hold them 
 
And tell them “Everything’s all right; 
Tomorrow’s looking bright!”  
 
Take a moment to listen today 
To what your children are trying to say. 
Listen today, whatever you do 
And they will come back to listen to you!  
 
That’s good advice for mothers and fathers – and all who have an 
opportunity to pour into the next generation.  
 
Last week we talked about how if we are the FAMILY OF GOD, then the 
next generation of people in this family are our brothers and sisters – our 
younger siblings. Are we treating them as such?  
 

- Are we treating them like family?  
- Are we living in a way that teaches?  
- Are we teaching them about family life?  
- Are we encouraging by example?  



- Are we praying for them constantly?  
 
If you were raised in this church – and are now an adult – on your own – 
still a part of this family – STAND –  
 
These people are great testimonies of that faithfulness of this church to 
pass the faith on to the next generation.  
 
Some are gone – as we listed last week – they have gone on to places of 
full-time ministry – or they are living for God in other vocations in other 
places the Lord has led them – we are thankful for these who are still 
with us! Many have been raised in this church and continue to live for 
God in this church and in this community! We are passing the faith on 
successfully to the next generation.  
 
Proverbs 22:6 - Direct your children onto the right path, and when they 
are older, they will not leave it. 
 
Notice the title is not Giving up ON the Next Generation …  
 

Big Idea: We need to give the next generation up to God 
and prayerfully think about how we can do that!  
 

T.S.: Mother’s often lead the way – and we have an example of this in 

Scripture this morning – but this is not just a job for mothers – but the 
mothers are examples to us all as to ways in which we can give the next 
generation up to God!  
 
Hannah did not raise her son personally. She gave Samuel to the Lord 
and let him be raised by the priest in the house of God. But she did not 
leave him completely. She did not stop caring for him. She came to visit 
him regularly. We may not understand all there is to understand about 
this situation, but we look to Hannah as an example of godly motherhood 
– not because she did all the right things on a day by day basis – made 
all the right decisions – not because she never made a mistake –  
 
But Hannah is an example of a godly mother because she placed the life 
of her child in the hands of God.  
 
The family is the first place where faith is passed along. The church is 
not the main source of the next generation’s growth and learning in faith 
– it is the home and family – the church just supplements. We come 
alongside to help – but don’t leave the church to do everything and be 
neglectful of your responsibility at home!  
 



Our children’s ministries and student ministries have to be missions 
ministries – they are missionary outreaches to the next generation – but 
just because you are not directly involved in those ministries or because 
you are no longer raising children at home does this relieve you of 
responsibility to pass the faith along to the next generation?  
 
1

st
 Samuel 1:27-28 - I asked the LORD to give me this boy, and he has 

granted my request. Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he will 
belong to the LORD his whole life.” And they worshiped the LORD there. 
 
In this story we can see the characteristics we can give the next 
generation – what causes those characteristics – and the crest (high 
point) of passing the faith along.  
 

1. Characteristics   
 

- Learning to hear the voice of God  
 
1

st
 Samuel 3 story …  

 
Have you learned to hear the voice of God?  
 
Is it your goal to pass this along to someone or several someone’s in the 
next generation?  
 
Bob McCauley book …  
 
John 10:3-5 - … the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. After he has gathered 
his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they 
know his voice. They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him 
because they don’t know his voice. 
 
John 10:14 - I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they 
know me. 
 
John 10:27 - My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me. 
 
Jesus told a parable about the seed and the soil … the seed must be 
planted in good ground in order to bear fruit … after He told the story He 
said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!” 
 
He used those words again when He talked about what it would cost 
someone to be one of His followers.  
 



Those words are also used in Revelation 7 times indicating  that those 
who learn to hear the voice of God will be those who live victoriously and 
also experience the ultimate victory of eternity!  
 
We need to be people who learn to listen and hear the voice of God and 
we need to make it a priority to pass this ability on to our children and the 
next generation! This is for parents – but there is a reason we dedicate 
and bless children publicly here – we are in this together!  
 
1

st
 Kings 9 – Elijah in the cave on the mountain … the still small voice – a 

gentle whisper.  
 
We have to quiet ourselves before the Lord in order to hear Him …  
 
Samuel learned this ability because of his mother – and because of Eli – 
they prayed for him – put him in the hands of God – and spoke into his 
life.  
 

- Learning the Word of God 
 
Samuel became a man of revelation – a prophet –  
 
When he was just a child – that first prophecy that came to him in 1

st
 

Samuel 3 – He was going to judge Eli’s family and the nation of Israel 
because of their sins …  
 
Breakfast the next morning was a little bit tense and awkward …  
 
There are times we need to listen to the next generation – God can and 
is speaking to them as well!  They are not the church of tomorrow – they 
are the church of today! God is calling people from the next generation to 
be leaders among us today!  
 
We need to give them that respect!  
 
I was pastoring when I was 20 – I couldn’t demand respect – I had to 
earn it – but people had to give me half a chance.  
 
We need to give some young people half a chance… tolerate different 
preferences and even mistakes – and correct with gentleness and 
patience.  
 

- Learning to live in repentance 
 
In 1

st
 Samuel 7, Samuel challenged the people to return to God and 

worship Him only in order to receive His blessings.  



 
What greater characteristic can we pass along? This is what we all need 
to do?  
 
Are we living in repentance? Are we doing so in such a way that the next 
generation catches this lifestyle?  
 

2. The Cause 
 
What caused these characteristics in Samuel?  

- Learning to hear the voice of God 
- Learning the Word of God 
- Learning to live in repentance 
- A Parent who Prayed 

 
1

st
 Samuel 1:27 - I prayed for this child… 

 
She was his mother – she was his parent – remember – we are all in this 
together. We should all be following Hannah’s example by praying for the 
next generation in our church family.  
 
Are you praying for them? It’s easy to complain about how different 
people are from us –  
 
I’ve lived on the mission field – I know how difficult it can be … the next 
generation is our mission field – it can be difficult – so praying for them 
must be our priority.  
 
Not pray that they would become like us – Samuel would not become 
like his mother – but he would accept the faith of his mother and then he 
would live it out in the manner in which God was leading him – which 
was much different!  
 
Hannah prayed for Samuel even before he was born …  
 
Prayer always gets results!   
 
Jeremiah 33:3 – Ask me and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not 
know about things to come.  
 
James 5:16 - … The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great 
power and produces wonderful results. 
 
Hannah prayed for her child – and he became the leader of the next 
generation of Israelites – and more righteous than the leaders of her 
generation …  



 
May that happen for us! May the next generation be more righteous than 
ours!   
 
Hannah reminds me of Elizabeth – mother of John the Baptist – who was 
filled with the Holy Spirit even while inside his mother’s womb!  
 
God, give us young people in the next generation hungry to be filled with 
and led by the power of the Holy Spirit!   
 
There must have been someone praying for Jeremiah –  
 
Jeremiah 1:5 - “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 
Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet 
to the nations.” 
 
That is the theme verse for our CHAMPs ministry …  
 
Pray for your children – and pray for all in the next generation .  
 

- Giving them to God 
 
Hannah gave her son to the Lord. We must give our children – and this 
next generation into the hands of God.  
 
There comes a time when our influence lessens, and we have to let them 
go and trust them to the leading of the Lord for their lives …  
 
Dale & Nathanael … my kids …  
 
My mother in the 60’s …  
 

- Caring for their needs 
 
Hannah brought a new coat every year …  
 
We live in a day of latch-key children – many children in this church are 
being raised by grandparents instead of parents, or other members of 
their families.  
 
I commend these non-parents for taking the parenting role – not letting 
these kids go.  
 
This must be at the heart of all of our ministries for children, students – 
and even young adults. May we realize that they have need unique to 
their generation!  



 
They are fighting battles that many of us did not have to face.   
 
It has always been this way –  
 
We could say it is difficult to raise kids today – it was difficult in the 60’s 
as well – the world was falling apart! The culture was falling apart! It 
continues to this day!  
 
We need to make sure that we are giving each successive generation 
the tools it needs to help them follow the Lord and fulfill their calling.  
 
We are in this thing together!   
 
Characteristics:  

- Learning to hear the voice of God 
- Learning the Word of God 
- Learning to live in repentance 

 
Cause:  

- A parent who prayed 
- Giving them to God 
- Caring for their needs 

 

3. The Crest 
 
The high point –  
 
1

st
 Samuel 16:1 - Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned 

long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your 
flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who 
lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” 
 
Get filled with the Holy Spirit – and go – we’ve got a great task ahead – 
and I’ve chosen someone from the next generation to be the leader of 
what is ahead!  
 
This was the high point for Samuel – passing God’s anointing on to the 
next generation!  
 
1

st
 Samuel 6:6-13 - When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab 

and thought, “Surely this is the LORD’s anointed!”   
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or 

height, for I have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way 
you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.”   



Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in 
front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the LORD has 
chosen.” Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is 
this the one the LORD has chosen.” In the same way all seven of 
Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all 
the sons you have?”   

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the 
fields watching the sheep and goats.”   

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat 
until he arrives.”   
 

So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with 
beautiful eyes.   

And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.”   
So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the 

flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the 
Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from that day on. 
 
Naomi was a woman who poured into the next generation … not even of 
her own bloodline … she brought Ruth home … she made sure Ruth 
married Boaz … made sure all of her needs were provided for.  
 
Ruth was the mother of Obed – the father of Jesse – the father of David 
– Jesus was the Son of David!  
 
Who is among us of the next generation that we need to care for – that 
we need to pour into – who will be the next leader?  
 
Betty Garner poured into me – as did many others in this church family 
when I was a boy –  
 
I don’t know who will lead this church in the future – so just to be on the 
safe side – let’s pour into all of the next generation!  
 
This is our mission! We are missionaries to this mission field!  
 
Shepherd Boy – Ray Boltz & Steve Millikan 
 
One by one Jesse's sons 
Stood before the prophet 
Their father knew a king 
Would soon be found 
And each one passed 
Except the last 
No one thought to call him 



Surely he would never 
Wear a crown 
 
CHORUS: 
But when others see a shepherd boy 
God may see a king 
Even though your life seems filled 
With ordinary things 
In just a moment He can touch you 
And everything will change 
When others see a shepherd boy 
God may see a king 
 

Concl: Let’s resolve that New Life Church will not give up on the next 

generation – but we will GIVE UP the next generation to God! We will be 
the cause of these characteristics becoming theirs – so that they might 
reach the crest of the high calling God has for them!  
 
These message notes are the intellectual property of Randy 
Blankenship and are intended for the reader’s personal use only.  
For any other use please contact Randy Blankenship at 
RandyBlankenship@newlife4kokomo.org 
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