
Series: Better Together 
April 24, 2016 
Message Four:  

Growing in Truth & Love 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

Intro: Recap previous weeks …  

 
Week 1- Division destroys communion. 
 
Week 2 (Pastor Steve) 
Bible Reference: Philippians 1:27-30 
Topic: Community 
Big Idea of the Message: To live in Christian community means we drop 
our preferences and prejudices. 
 
Week 3 (Pastor Pete) 
Bible Reference: Galatians 6:1-5 
Topic: Support & Life in Community 
Big Idea of the Message: Authentic community helps us when life is too 
tough to bear alone. 
 
We are all imperfect followers of Christ. We all should be striving to do 
better.  
 
Being a perfectionist or a legalist can be really unhealthy – yet we also 
should not accept areas in which we fall short. In a healthy, balanced 
way we need to identify areas in which we fall short and try to do better.  
 
There is an area of our Christianity in which I think many who claim to be 
followers of Christ fall very short – and I believe it is an area we need to 
identify and work out – because the Scriptures tell us that improving in 
this area will lead to our own personal growth and spiritual maturity – as 
well as help others in their personal growth and spiritual maturity.  
 

Big Idea: We must speak the truth in love.  
 
Many followers of Christ are attempting to speak truth …  
 
But there is not much love …  
 
Many followers of Christ are sharing and showing great love …  
 
But there are areas in which they are purposefully not speaking the truth.  
 
This is not the way of Christ. This is not the example of Christ.  



 
If we hide any aspect of the truth, it is practically failing to show love, 
because if people miss part of the truth they can miss eternal life! If there 
are crucial aspects of the truth that people fail to hear, it could lead to a 
lifestyle and acceptance of sin which could eternally separate them from 
God!  
 
In the end, that is not love!  
 
Jesus shared the truth – all of the truth – He held nothing back – yet He 
was always full of love!  
 
This is the balance for which we strive!  
 
Paul spoke about this clearly as he spoke about church leaders and the 
effect of their example on the entire Church.  
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 - Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: 
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and 
build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all 
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will 
be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of 
Christ.   

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be 
tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be 
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. He 
makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of love.  
 

T.S.: Four facts here about speaking the truth in love.  
 

1. Every position of leadership should speak truth in 
love.  

 
Ephesians 4:11 - Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.  
 

Apostle 
 
Info on Apostle …  
 



The Apostle’s ministry is driven by love – love for people who don’t know 
Christ – love for people who have come to Christ and are looking for 
opportunities to serve others.  
 

Prophet –  
 
Many people mistakenly believe that while a Pastor ministers out of love 
and compassion, a prophet has a harsh ministry. He thunders the 
prophetic word of the Lord! While it is true that sometimes a word from 
the Lord can be difficult, it must be spoken in love.  
 
Why was Jeremiah called the Weeping Prophet …  
 
What about Isaiah –  
 
Isaiah 53:3-7 - He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, 
acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked 
the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was our 
weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And 
we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a punishment for 
his own sins!      

But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He 
was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be 
healed. All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s 
paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. He 
was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was 
led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the 
shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
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 Corinthians 14 tells us how we should judge prophecy –  
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 Corinthians 14:3 - But one who prophesies strengthens others, 

encourages them, and comforts them. 
 
Does that sound harsh?  
 
That sounds loving to me!  
 

Evangelist 
 
As with the prophet – people also get confused about the Evangelist –  
 
The joke is that the evangelist can come into town – come into a church 
– say anything he wants – make everyone mad – offend everyone – then 
leave town and leave the Pastor to clean up the mess.  
 



How unbiblical! How unloving! Not only to the hearers, but to the pastor!  
That is not serving in unity!  
 
Most of the people we call evangelists today are not evangelists …  
 
The NT evangelist went into a community, spoke to unbelievers – gave 
them the truth with love – and as they accepted the message they began 
to meet together and a local body of believers developed.  
 
In other words – those who are starting new churches in communities 
today are really the modern version of the Biblical evangelist –  
 
And they MUST speak the truth in love if they are going to win people to 
Christ!  
 
Harsh messages of judgment do not bring people to the Lord if they are 
not tempered and saturated in the love of Christ.  
 
I’m not saying we don’t warn about judgment – we must! There is a 
judgment to come – it is biblical to warn about it – Jesus did so – but we 
must do so more with the weeping of the prophet Jeremiah than with any 
rejoicing in judgment.  
 
Jimmy Swaggart crusade while I was in college … people clapping over 
others going to hell … WRONG!  
 

Pastor 
 
With pastors, the danger is often on the other side. The pastor wants to 
love – doesn’t want to offend – is afraid if he offends people will leave the 
church – so he or she fails to speak the truth.  
 
“Let’s avoid certain subjects – might make so and so mad” – nope – If we 
are going to be biblical – if we are going to keep believers walking in the 
appropriate path – we must not only love and have compassion – we 
must not fail to speak the truth.  
 

Teacher 
 
The Teacher cannot merely be a dispenser of truth. Often a teacher 
lacks any passion or emotion at all.  
 
“I’m a teacher. Here’s the truth. Eat your spinach. That’s all.”  
 



No – If it is true, it should inflame our souls with love. If you are a 
teacher, the love of God, the love of the Truth that you are teaching and 
the love of those you are teaching should saturate every word you say!  
 
Ezra 7:10 - … Ezra had determined to study and obey the Law of the 
LORD and to teach those decrees and regulations to the people of 
Israel.  
 
Why? Because he loved the people!  
 

2. The leaders speak truth in love as an example to 
all.  

 
Ephesians 4:12 – Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his 
work and build up the church, the body of Christ.  
 
What do leaders do? They lead.  
 
Leadership is not by position – it is by influence.  
 
Anybody can call themselves anything they want to calls themselves – it 
doesn’t mean that is what they are.  
 
If you think you are leading but no one is following you are just out taking 
a walk!   
 
If a leader is not influencing others, they are not leaders –  
 
Now – leaders can be leading in the wrong direction –  
 
And if a spiritual leader – an Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor, 
Teacher, Small Group leader, etc. ….. is not speaking truth in love in 
such a way so that those they are leading follow and speak the truth in 
love to others, they are leading in the wrong direction here.  
 
We have many leaders in this church – and many don’t have titles or 
positions – but you are still leaders – you are still influencing others – 
time for self-examination –  
 
The people you influence – do they speak the truth in love? 
 
If they don’t, where do they get that?  
 
Are you speaking truth to people – and are you speaking the truth in 
such a way that it is saturated with love and compassion?  
 



Example of how I came to the Picture of Marriage …  
 

3. Speaking truth in love leads to unity and maturity.  
 
Ephesians 4:13-14 – This will continue until we all come to such unity in 
our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, 
measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.   

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be 
tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be 
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth.  
 
Do you sense any disunity in the church?  
 
Ask yourself – Am I speaking truth in love to others?  
 
It is so easy for us to look at others – that is what we usually do.  
 
“You know, we’re lacking some unity in our church and I think it’s 
because so and so does this … says this … is doing their ministry this 
way.”  
 
Why not look at ourselves?  
 
And if it is someone else – how do we handle that?  
 
Set a time to talk with them – pray a lot – and speak truth in love to try to 
come to unity!  
 
Matthew 18:15-17 - If another believer sins against you, go privately and 
point out the offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you 
have won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two 
others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be 
confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person still refuses to listen, 
take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s 
decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector. 
 
That’s love! Even the last step is love – because you don’t want them to 
be lost!  
 
Matthew 5:23-24 - “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the 
Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something 
against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled 
to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.” 
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Bottom line – we must be open with one another – honest with one 
another – be willing to have difficult but loving conversations – so that we 
can serve the Lord together in unity.  
 
There is so much strife and dissension outside the church, we don’t need 
it in the church as well – and those who have not yet put their faith in 
Christ will never want to walk with us if we are not walking in love.  
 
In order to maintain the love, we sometimes have to have some hard, 
truthful conversations with one another.  
 

4. Speaking truth in love makes us like Jesus.  
 
Ephesians 4:15 – Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in 
every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the 
church.  
 
This is what Jesus did. He never failed to speak the truth – He never did 
it without love.  
 
If we fail in either of these areas we are failing to be like Christ –  
 
As we strive to speak the truth in love, we will be becoming more and 
more like Christ.  
 
This is the goal. The Holy Spirit can’t change us without our cooperation.  
 
We must know the truth in order to share it. We must love as we have 
been loved.  
 
Then we are like Christ – and even though He ascended to heaven, He 
is still here – because we are still here – filled with His Holy Spirit – and 
filled with His love!  
 
Again – unity and health –  
 
Ephesians 4:16 - He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As 
each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that 
the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.  
 
 
These message notes are the intellectual property of Randy 
Blankenship and are intended for the reader’s personal use only.  
For any other use please contact Randy Blankenship at 
RandyBlankenship@newlife4kokomo.org 
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