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Intro: When you are in a relationship, what do you expect to receive 

from that relationship? What do you expect to give to that relationship?  
 
I ask this question in pre-marriage counseling –  
 
Who are you expecting to do the house cleaning? Pay bills? Discipline 
kids? Lead spiritually? Etc. –  
 
The Expectations Game …  
 
What are you expecting from a relationship with God? 
 
This month we’ve been talking about how much YOU MATTER to God. 
We’ve seen from John 4 how much God wants to be our partner – in 
every aspect of our lives. As a matter of fact, when we put our faith in 
Christ, He refers to us as His Bride –  
 
Marriage on this earth was designed by God to be a picture of the 
relationship He wants with us!  
 
You matter so much to God that He has asked you to marry Him and be 
His full loving partner throughout eternity!  
 
Today is the day we remember the resurrection of Jesus Christ -   
 

The resurrection of Jesus reveals what God wants to do 
for you! 
 

 
John 20:1-10 - Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled 
away from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the 
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put 
him!”  

Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They were 
both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also 
noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered 



Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings.  
Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in, and he 
saw and believed—for until then they still hadn’t understood the 
Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. Then they went 
home.  
 
Mary said, “They have taken Him” … there’s a problem here. If they were 
taking Him, why did they unwrap Him?   
 
Why take a naked corpse instead of a wrapped up corpse? And if they 
are stealing bodies in the middle of the night, why take the time to 
unwrap the body? And why fold up the head covering so nicely?  No, 
these weren’t thieves –  
 
But Peter and John didn’t know that until they saw for themselves – so 
when Mary said that His body had been taken, they ran to the tomb. 
John got there first – Peter went inside and saw the wrappings still there 
– Then John went in – and after seeing what he saw – in a moment – HE  
BELIEVED!  
 
He hadn’t understood fully what Jesus had been trying to teach them … 
but when he saw no body – some wrappings disheveled – other 
wrappings folded nicely – he knew – Jesus is alive!  
 

Jesus wants you to believe. 
 
Skip some verses down to -  
 
John 20:24-29 – One of the disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), 
was not with the others when Jesus came. They told him, “We have seen 
the Lord!”  

But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in 
his hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in 
his side.”   

Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time 
Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, 
Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your 
hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”  

“My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed.   
Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. 

Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.” 
 
John believed without seeing – Thomas and the others needed 
additional confirmation.  
 



What kind of confirmation are you looking for? What kind of proof are you 
waiting for? 
 
He wants you to believe IN Him. To believe He is who the Bible revealed 
Him to be – God who existed before the foundation of the world – came 
as a human being … died on the cross for your sins … and rose from the 
dead proving His power of death and any other enemy or problem you 
may face in your life! He wants you to believe!  
 

 
John 20:11-18 - Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she 
wept, she stooped and looked in. She saw two white-robed angels, one 
sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body 
of Jesus had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels 
asked her.  

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I 
don’t know where they have put him.”   

She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was 
Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” 
Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?”  

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have 
taken him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get 
him.”   

“Mary!” Jesus said.   
She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for 

“Teacher”).   
“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the 

Father. But go find my brothers and tell them that I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”  

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen 
the Lord!” Then she gave them his message.  
 

Jesus wants you to tell others. 
 
If you have come to believe Him – who are you telling?  
 
Salvation cards in the prayer room – names on the board in the lobby –  
 
Andrew brought Peter – Philip brought Nathanael –  
 
Who are you praying for? Who are you telling? Who are you bringing?  
 
If you really believe this – He wants you to tell others. 
 



Penn Gillette – Atheist – How much do you have to hate someone to 
believe in eternal life, believe that they will spend eternity in hell, and not 
tell them?  
 
If you are a believer, you must be a witness. Some may be here today 
because people have prayed for you – told you – brought you –  
 
This is all because YOU MATTER! You matter to God! You matter to us!  
 
We care and we love because He first loved us!   
 

 
John 20:19-22 – That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind 
locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, 
Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. As 
he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They 
were filled with joy when they saw the Lord! Again he said, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he 
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
  

Jesus wants you to receive the Holy Spirit.  
 
This is speaking of conversion –  
 
Did you know that when you put your faith in Jesus – the Holy Spirit 
moves into your life? That’s God Himself! He begins to live with you!  
 
John 14:16-17 - And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into 
all truth… you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be 
in you. 
 
John 14:26 - But when the Father sends the Advocate as my 
representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and 
will remind you of everything I have told you. 
 
John 16:13 - When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He 
will tell you about the future. 
 
1

st
 Corinthians 3:16-17 – Don’t you realize that all of you together are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? God will destroy 
anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are 
that temple.  
 



1
st
 Corinthians 6:19 - Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? 
 
And there is an encounter with the Holy Spirit that is available beyond 
conversion – beyond the resurrection –  
 
Luke 24:49 - “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father 
promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills 
you with power from heaven.” 
 
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
 
Acts 2:1-4 - On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting 
together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the 
roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were 
sitting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and 
settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave 
them this ability. 
 
A powerful encounter with the Holy Spirit even beyond their conversion – 
He was living inside of them – then He saturated them … Jesus and 
John the Baptist called it a baptism …   
 
Acts 8, 9, 10, 19 -  
 
He wants you to receive the Holy Spirit! He wants to live right inside of 
you! God wants to live inside of you and be with you all the time!  
 

 
John 20:23 - If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not 
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

Jesus wants you to forgive. 
 
This does not mean that we have the power to absolve people of their 
sin – Jesus is the One who takes our sins away.  
 
However, when we proclaim to others that Jesus does forgive sin, and 
they believe that – then they are forgiven. When we fail to proclaim that – 
we fail to let others know – they cannot be forgiven without this 
knowledge of Jesus!   
 



Beyond that – we must be forgiving people –  
 
Matthew 6:12 - …and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who 
sin against us. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 - “If you forgive those who sin against you, your 
heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive others, your 
Father will not forgive your sins.” 
 
We must be forgiving people! If we don’t forgive, we can’t be forgiven! If 
we don’t forgive others, we are no example to them of the forgiveness 
Christ offers – thus we could be hindering their forgiveness by both 
failing to tell them of God’s forgiveness and failing to show them 
forgiveness.  
 
Be a forgiving person! Don’t hold a grudge! It hurts you more than it hurts 
the other person! Let them go! Let yourself go! Let the burden go!  
 
Forgive and be forgiven because God is a God of grace and His grace is 
enough!  
 
His grace is sufficient and His power is perfect in our weakness!  
 

 
Luke 24:13-34 – That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to 
the village of Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem. As they walked 
along they were talking about everything that had happened. As they 
talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and 
began walking with them. But God kept them from recognizing him.  

He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk 
along?”  

They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. Then 
one of them, Cleopas, replied, “You must be the only person in 
Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened 
there the last few days.”   

“What things?” Jesus asked.   
“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” 

they said. “He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a 
mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. But our leading 
priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death, and they crucified him. We had hoped he was the Messiah who 
had come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago.   

“Then some women from our group of his followers were at his 
tomb early this morning, and they came back with an amazing report.  
They said his body was missing, and they had seen angels who told 



them Jesus is alive! Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, 
his body was gone, just as the women had said.”   

Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard 
to believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. Wasn’t it clearly 
predicted that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before 
entering his glory?” Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses 
and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.  

By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their 
journey. Jesus acted as if he were going on, but they begged him, “Stay 
the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he went home with them. As 
they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it 
and gave it to them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him. And at that moment he disappeared!  

They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he 
talked with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” And 
within the hour they were on their way back to Jerusalem. There they 
found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with them,  
who said, “The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.”  
 

Jesus wants you to have heartburn.  
 
He explained the Scriptures to them as they never understood it before –  
 
They didn’t understand that every sacrifice pointed to Him …  
 
Every law pointed to Him …  
 
Every prophecy pointed to Him …  
 
They didn’t understand –  
 
Isaiah 7:14 - All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! 
The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call 
him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).  
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 - For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The 
government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and 
justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. 
 
Isaiah 53:3-7 - He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, 
acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and looked 
the other way. He was despised, and we did not care.  



Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that 
weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from 
God, a punishment for his own sins!  
    But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was 
beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.  

All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s 
paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. He 
was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was 
led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the 
shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
 
So many more and so much more He explained to them – and their 
hearts burned …  
 
Jeremiah 23:29 – “Does not my word burn like fire?” says the LORD. “Is 
it not like a mighty hammer that smashes a rock to pieces?” 
 
He wants you to know His Word! It is His message! There is power in the 
Word of God!  Power for your life!  
 
Our God is not a silent God! He has spoken to us through His Word!  
 
He has spoken to us in the Creation – Everything that happens in 
creation and nature confirms what God has revealed in His Word!  
 
Romans 1:20 - For ever since the world was created, people have seen 
the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see 
his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have 
no excuse for not knowing God. 
 
He speaks through Gifts of the Spirit today –  
 
This is what God wants to do for you!  
 
He wants you to know Him! He wants to know you personally!  
 
He has gone to great things to know you personally! He is not hiding 
Himself!   
 
He came …  
 
He died …  
 
He rose again …  
 



He sent the Holy Spirit to walk with us and talk with us … to teach us His 
Word …  
 
He sends people into our path all the time!  
 
God loves you! He wants to know you! Will you accept His invitation? 


