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The Team Jesus is Looking For 
John 2:23-3:21 

 

Intro: In the beginning of every show the MI leader would put together 

his team – the tape self-destructs …  
 
Often we look at this passage and think about what Nicodemus was 
searching for –  
 

Big Question: What is Jesus looking for? 
 
Better yet – Who is Jesus looking for? What kind of people?  
 
In the old series the MI team leader would choose –  
 

- The master of disguise 
- The guy who knew all about electronics & technology 
- The muscle man 
- The beautiful girl  
- And of course, the leader was the smartest guy in the room, 

right? Because he was putting this all together!  
 

T.S.: 4 kinds of people –  

 
God is looking for certain kinds of people with certain gifts and attributes 
so that His mission can be accomplished!  
 
Have a stack of confidential folders  
 
John 2:23-25 - Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem 
at the Passover celebration, many began to trust in him. But Jesus didn’t 
trust them, because he knew human nature. No one needed to tell him 
what mankind is really like. 
 
People are fickle -  
Did you need the Word of God to tell you that?  
 
Sometimes it seems that inconsistency reigns …  
 
Jimbo’s job in Minneapolis …  
 



This can be tough with relatives sometimes – you know what they say: 
You can choose your friends but you’re stuck with your relatives!!   
 
Sometimes they love you – sometimes they treat you terribly …  
 
David sinned numerous times in numerous ways …  
 
This is not an excuse for our sins … that won’t cut it or hold water with 
God …  
 

- the man after God’s own heart –  
 
Acts 13:22 – But God removed Saul and replaced him with David, a man 
about whom God said, ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my 
own heart. He will do everything I want him to do.’ 
 

1. Jesus is looking for consistent followers  
 
Because He kept moving toward God –  
 
Saul & David – different responses –  
 
Judas & Peter – different responses –  
 
We may not always make the right decisions and do the right things – 
but we can walk a walk of repentance and we can be constantly moving 
towards God’s ideal.  
 
There is a second characteristic Jesus is looking for on His team –  
 
John 3:1-8 - There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious 
leader who was a Pharisee. After dark one evening, he came to speak 
with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach 
us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”  

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you 
cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  

“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old 
man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”   

Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of 
God without being born of water and the Spirit. Humans can reproduce 
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. So don’t be 
surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows 
wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it 
comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are 
born of the Spirit.”  
 



What a strange concept! Nicodemus – obviously very intelligent – very 
educated – very respected –  
 
Imagine the first time you ever heard the concept “born again” – without 
the kind of backgrounds and experiences we have …  
 
Family Matters – Steve Urkel describes his birth –  
 

2. Jesus is looking for people who want a new life 
 
Many did –  

- The fishermen – wanted something more spiritual – a higher 
purpose – to be fishers of men 

- Matthew & Zacchaeus – filled with guilt for having ripped their 
own people off for so many years  

- Simon the Zealot – tired of politics and war – getting no where 
 
What is it about your life that needs to change?  

- Job advancement unfulfilling?  
- Sometimes we have kids – such hope in the beginning – they 

grow up … we struggle with their potential – the bottom line is 
that children were meant to bless us, but not to complete us 
– they give us a purpose, but it is only a reflection of the greater 
purpose to reproduce spiritual children – bring people to the 
Lord- become fishers of men …  

- Maybe you’re just tired of sin – you were meant to have a 
relationship with God … born to … and you’ll never be fulfilled 
until you do.  

 
Jesus is looking for people who want a new life –  
 
There is a third characteristic for this team -  

 
John 3:9-17 - “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.   

Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you 
don’t understand these things? I assure you, we tell you what we know 
and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. But if you don’t 
believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ever gone to 
heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven.  
And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him 
will have eternal life.  

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to 



save the world through him.”  
 
Go back to story of Moses … in the desert the people had sinned and 
poisonous snakes were overrunning their camp – many were sick and 
dying –  
 
Numbers 21:7-9 - Then the people came to Moses and cried out, “We 
have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you. Pray that 
the LORD will take away the snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people.  

Then the LORD told him, “Make a replica of a poisonous snake and 
attach it to a pole. All who are bitten will live if they simply look at it!” So 
Moses made a snake out of bronze and attached it to a pole. Then 
anyone who was bitten by a snake could look at the bronze snake and 
be healed! 

 

Jesus: in the same way, I’m going to be lifted up on a cross – and 
anyone who looks to me will be saved!  

 

All the people had to do was look – all we have to do is believe –  

 

Jesus’ love is shown in His death and resurrection –  
 
We must receive that by faith – meaning, we must believe that all of this 
happened just as the Bible says it happened –  
 

3. Jesus is looking for people who will receive His 
love by faith 

 
Romans 3:23 – For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard.  
 
Romans 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Romans 5:8-11 - But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners. And since we have been made 
right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from 
God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by 
the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be 
saved through the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful 
new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us 
friends of God.  
 



Romans 10:9-10 – If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with 
God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 
 
1

st
 John 1:9 – But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.  
 
Confession is a statement of belief and agreement –  
 
I agree with what the Bible says about my sin –  
 
I agree with what the Bible says about Jesus –  
 
Nicodemus asks, “How is this all possible?”  
 
It is possible by faith!  
 
Luke 1:37 - For nothing is impossible with God. 
 
There is a fourth characteristic –  
 
John 3:18-21 - “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in 
him. But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged 
for not believing in God’s one and only Son. And the judgment is based 
on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the 
darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil 
hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be 
exposed. But those who do what is right come to the light so others can 
see that they are doing what God wants.” 
 
Remember chapter 1? 
 
John 1:4-9 - The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his 
life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness can never extinguish it.  

God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that 
everyone might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not 
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is 
the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
Jesus is the Light –  
 
God’s Word is the Light –  
 



Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my 
path. 
 
Jesus and the Word are the same …  
 

4. Jesus is looking for people who love the light 
 
Are you in love with God’s light?  Are you in love with God’s Word?  
 

- The written Word –  
 
How do you show love for the written Word?  
 
Read it – spend time with it – listen to it – figure it out – obey it –  
 
John 14:15 - If you love me, obey my commandments.  
 

- The Living Word –  
 
You spend time with Him – you listen to Him – you let yourself be filled 
with the same Holy Spirit that Jesus was filled with!  
 
Romans 8:11 - The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives 
in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give 
life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.  
 
What an awesome promise!  
 
We need to make this commitment – to love God’s Word more –  
 
We can make commitments to show more love to our spouses … our 
kids … friends .. 
 
How about a commitment to show more love for God’s Word – Reading it 
– learning it – obeying it – and spending time with Him!  
 

Concl: What is Jesus looking for? 

 
1. Jesus is looking for consistent followers  
2. Jesus is looking for people who want a new life 
3. Jesus is looking for people who will receive His love by faith 
4. Jesus is looking for people who love the light 

 
Do you fit into any of these categories? 
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