
Series: I’m Open!  
February 19, 2017 
Message Two: 

The Failure of a Great Leader 
2nd Corinthians 12:13 

Intro: Next month - Mystery & Masterpiece -  

Next week - 6 p.m. - Family Dinner - Annual Meeting …  

Football in the back yard – Wanting to catch a pass – “I’m open!”  

We’re talking this month about being open to God’s blessings – 
everybody thinks they are – but everybody is not open. Some have 
defenses and defenders covering them.  

Last week I asked you, “Do you want to be MOST blessed?”  

Acts 20:35 - …You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

This week I want to talk about the failure of a great leader – and how we 
can avoid it –  

I want to avoid failure – marriage –kids – leading people to Christ – 
personal growth –  

But none of us are perfect –  

The Apostle Paul was a great man …  background …  

How did Paul fail?  

2nd Corinthians 12:13 - The only thing I failed to do, which I do in the 
other churches, was to become a financial burden to you. Please forgive 
me for this wrong! 

Acts 18 tells us that when Paul started the church there he worked in a 
business with another couple making tents. This business supported him 
so that he did not have to take a salary from the church. In hindsight – 
this was not good for the church. They did not learn to give. They did not 
learn to be generous – they did not learn how to be obedient to God in 
giving, so they could not receive the blessings of giving – the MOST 
blessing is just giving in and of itself!  

We said last week that there are a lot of verses in the Bible encouraging 
us in the blessings of giving, yet because of our unbiblical attitudes and 



fears, we don’t talk about them anywhere near the proportion that they 
are written!  

Paul had to apologize – I don’t want to have to apologize! I am 
encouraging you in the blessing of giving because it is biblical – and I 
have proven it to be a great blessing myself! I have experienced it – and 
I continue to experience it! I love it!  

Big Idea: Live your life so that you don’t have to 
apologize to God about your finances.  

T.S.: Paul apologizes – and he fixes his mistake my giving the 
Corinthians 3 principles about giving:  

1. Give yourself to the Lord first.  

Finances are secondary. If God has you, He has your finances. If He 
doesn’t have the claim He makes on your finances, then He doesn’t 
really have all of you.  

2nd Corinthians 8:1-5 - Now I want you to know, dear brothers and 
sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in 
Macedonia. They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very 
poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed in 
rich generosity.  

For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, 
but far more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us again 
and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in 
Jerusalem. They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action 
was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them 
to do. 

Background of start of Philippian church (Macedonian call) and 
desperate need of Jerusalem Christians …  

If God doesn’t have you, it doesn’t matter what you do with your 
finances. God doesn’t need your money!  Our giving is an opportunity for 
us to be blessed – it is a sign of our surrender of all things – our 
obedience to Him – as a response He chooses to bless us – but God can 
accomplish whatever He wants to accomplish without us.  

What a blessing that He gives us the opportunity to be involved in His 
plan – in what He is doing.  

So, Paul talks about the Philippians as an example to the Corinthians –  



2nd Corinthians 8:6-9 - So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your 
giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to finish this 
ministry of giving. Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your 
gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from 
us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.   

I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how 
genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other 
churches.   

You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he 
could make you rich. 

It is because of God’s generosity to us that we can have eternal life! So, 
we give our hearts to God first.  

“I have given my heart to God!”  

Matthew 6:21 - Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart 
will also be. 

So – who’s got your heart? Where is your heart?  

If God’s got your heart – He’s got your treasure. You put your treasure 
toward where your heart is –  

Some people’s hearts are in cars – if their heart and treasure is God’s 
first, then you have more to put towards cars – awesome!  

Some people’s hearts are in houses – decorating …  

Some people’s hearts are in boats, campers, fishing – AWESOME – If 
God has your heart first – and the treasure that goes with it.  

If the other stuff comes first, then the Bible’s teaching is questioning who 
or what has your heart.  

This is not hard to examine – just look at your check register over the 
past few months –  

2. Give one-tenth of your income first – to God – 
through the church.  

2nd Corinthians 8:10-15 - Here is my advice: It would be good for you to 
finish what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who 
wanted to give, and you were the first to begin doing it. Now you should 
finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning 
be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have.  
Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give 



according to what you have, not what you don’t have. Of course, I don’t 
mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for 
yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. Right now 
you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will 
have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things 
will be equal. As the Scriptures say, “Those who gathered a lot had 
nothing left over, and those who gathered only a little had enough.” 

Giving in proportion – giving in likeness –  

Someone may give $5 – someone may give $500 – but both members 
are giving them same if they are giving the first tenth –  

It’s not how much – it’s not the amount – everyone can give the same 
amount proportionally to their income.  

The Bible has given us a beautiful system – it’s too bad our government 
leaders can’t buy into this!   

This is not a command  - it’s a choice – but it’s a choice as to whether or 
not you open yourself up to God’s blessing –  

Malachi 3:6-11 - “I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you 
descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed. Ever since the days of 
your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. 
Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies.  

“But you ask, ‘How can we return when we have never gone 
away?’  

“Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!  
“But you ask, ‘What do you mean? When did we ever cheat 

you?’  
“You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.  

You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me.  
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my 
Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the 
windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t 
have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Your crops will 
be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes 
will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. 

- Doesn’t change – that kills only OT argument 
- Curse is already there – you can stay there if you want to  
- First tenth goes to the house of God – provides for those who 

minister there – just sayin’!  
- Then – an economic blessing comes – and more blessing on top 

of that than you can handle!  



This is good! This is a great, positive, uplifting, encouraging message!  

Matthew 23:23 - What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and 
you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest 
income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important 
aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but 
do not neglect the more important things. 

Three words from Jesus: you should tithe.  

Luke 11:42 - What sorrow awaits you Pharisees! For you are careful to 
tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore 
justice and the love of God. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the 
more important things. 

Jesus affirms giving our first tenth to God – Paul affirms the blessing that 
comes when we all give in the same proportion! If the percentage had 
changed, Paul would have let us know – but God doesn’t change!  

This is not for the sake of God – He has everything – This is not because 
the church needs more – God will provide! This is for you! Paul 
apologized to the people for not teaching them how to be blessed and 
not giving them the opportunity!  

This is for your family! Get your family out from under a curse! Get out of 
financial bondage and get financially free!  

Let’s take the steps in order – give your heart to God first – then He will 
have your money – and give the first tenth to the church – then you can 
give to missions – building projects – other worthy causes –  

Some think 10% is a lot –  

Welch’s 100% Grape Juice – vs. Hi-C –  

Is 10% a lot? What’s the other 90%? Junk!  

Two kids mow a lawn – get paid in several dollar bills – split it up – “one 
for me, one for you … etc.”  

God says, “One for me – nine for you!” – Convince me how this is bad?  

Especially if we’ve already said, “God, thank you for giving your life for 
me – now my life is yours.” If you’ve really done that and not just said 
words – then this is not hard. You have already given it in your heart and 
your will.  

Paul says –  



2nd Corinthians 8:12 - Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it 
eagerly… 

2nd Corinthians 9:7 - … don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. 
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

It’s not just coughing up the amount –  
- Eagerly 
- Not reluctantly or in response to pressure 
- Cheerfully 

If you don’t do that – you’re not open.  

What is the end result? The same as everything else we do … people 
coming to know God – Find Freedom – Make a Difference – Discover 
Purpose –  

By the way – Growth Track Step 3 today … Learn how God made you 
and the spiritual gifts He has given you so that you can make a 
difference!  

3. Give Offerings 

Is this repetitive? No – Tithes and offerings – Tithe means the first tenth 
belongs to God – then you can pay bills – buy ice cream – invest in your 
cars & houses – but make sure you give offerings somewhere in there as 
well.  

A tithe is the first tenth – it is not an offering – and you are not giving any 
offering at all until you give the first tenth.  

If you make $500 a week and put $5 in the plate what are you giving? 
You’re giving $5 – but it’s not a tithe and it’s not an offering – it’s just one-
tenth of your tithe. – and if it’s not even given first – don’t bother.  

Does that sound like I’m shaming anyone a little bit?  

Well – let’s just read the Bible then – stick with the Bible – the Bible is 
always easy to read – there’s never any difficult stuff in there …  

2nd Corinthians 9:1-5 - I really don’t need to write to you about this 
ministry of giving for the believers in Jerusalem. For I know how eager 
you are to help, and I have been boasting to the churches in Macedonia 
that you in Greece were ready to send an offering a year ago. In fact, it 
was your enthusiasm that stirred up many of the Macedonian believers 
to begin giving.  

But I am sending these brothers to be sure you really are ready, 
as I have been telling them, and that your money is all collected. I don’t 



want to be wrong in my boasting about you. We would be embarrassed
—not to mention your own embarrassment—if some Macedonian 
believers came with me and found that you weren’t ready after all I had 
told them! So I thought I should send these brothers ahead of me to 
make sure the gift you promised is ready. But I want it to be a willing gift, 
not one given grudgingly. 

I was raised not to say this, but …. “DANG!” – Talk about shaming!  

He didn’t want them to give reluctantly – he wanted them to give 
cheerfully – He wanted to open them up to a blessing – so he already 
went around telling other churches how generous they were!  

“Don’t let me down! Boy, would we both ever be embarrassed if this 
wasn’t a good offering!”  

2nd Corinthians 9:6-15 - Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few 
seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a 
generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. 
And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously provide all you 
need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over 
to share with others. As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give 
generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” 
For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to 
eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and 
then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.  

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be 
generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will 
thank God. So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the 
needs of the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully 
express their thanks to God.   

As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your 
generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to 
the Good News of Christ. And they will pray for you with deep affection 
because of the overflowing grace God has given to you. Thank God for 
this gift too wonderful for words!  

He had to apologize for failing them … now he’s fixing it.  

End result – people coming to know Jesus – the gift of being able to give 
toward this is so great we can’t describe it …  

Have you GIVEN your LIFE? 


