
Series: I’m Open!  
February 12, 2017 
Message One: 

Most Blessed 
Acts 20:35 

Intro: Football in the back yard – Wanting to catch a pass – “I’m open!”  

In this 3-part series I’m going talk about being open to God’s blessings – 
everybody thinks they are – but everybody is not open. Some have 
defenses and defenders covering them.  

If I asked you this question - Do you want God to bless you? Who would 
say “No” to that question?   

But I want to ask you something more: “Do you want to be MOST 
blessed?”  

It begins with us giving our hearts to God – all follows after that –  

This verse in Acts contains the only recorded words of Jesus outside of 
the Gospels – and Revelation –  

Acts 20:35 - And I have been a constant example of how you can help 
those in need by working hard. You should remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  

The reason I call this message “Most Blessed” is because that word that 
is translated “more” in the Greek (the language in which this book was 
written) means “most in the greatest degree” –  

Who wants to be most blessed in the greatest degree!  THAT’S ME!  

How does Jesus say we open ourselves up to this blessing? It is more 
blessed to give …  

These are also the words Paul gave his church in Ephesus as he was 
leaving them – this is what he wanted them to remember –  

Giving is a blessing – it is not a chore – it is not a duty – it is not a pain – 
it is the most blessing!  

Hearing messages about giving should excite us – the only reason a 
message on giving should not excite us – is if we’re not giving – so we’re 
not opening ourselves up to the most blessing!  

God gave the most … Jesus –  



John 3:16 - For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.  

When Paul thinks of this he just bursts out in praise –  

2nd Corinthians 9:15 - Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! 

God’s gift is so great, we fail in our attempts to describe its greatness – 
we owe Him our lives! If we give Him our lives – then that means He has 
everything we have – everything we have belongs to Him!  

We can never out-give God – So, when we do give to Him in obedience 
we open ourselves up to be MOST BLESSED!  

When we give to God, we open ourselves up to be MOST 
BLESSED!  

We talk about being blessed if we give – but can we see that giving itself 
– just the act of giving is a great blessing – not expecting anything in 
return?  

Big Idea: The Most Blessing is not receiving – it is 
giving!  

I want to answer 3 questions about giving –  

1. Why do we give?  
2. How do we give?  
3. What do we get when we give?  

1. Why do we give? 

We do NOT give to gain a reputation for great generosity –  

Matthew 6:1-4 - Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be 
admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in 
heaven. When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites 
do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to 
their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the reward 
they will ever get. But when you give to someone in need, don’t let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing. Give your gifts in private, 
and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

We do not give for the sake of receiving. Even if we are promised a 
blessing – that is not WHY we give – check the motivation of your heart –  



Luke 6:34 - And if you lend money only to those who can repay you, why 
should you get credit? Even sinners will lend to other sinners for a full 
return. 

That applies to giving as well! We don’t give for the sake of the blessing 
we will receive – we give for the blessing of giving!  

We don’t give to manipulate God or gain His favor! Giving is an act of our 
love, obedience and thankfulness!  

Luke 17:7-10 - When a servant comes in from plowing or taking care of 
sheep, does his master say, ‘Come in and eat with me’? No, he says, 
‘Prepare my meal, put on your apron, and serve me while I eat. Then you 
can eat later.’ And does the master thank the servant for doing what he 
was told to do? Of course not. In the same way, when you obey me you 
should say, ‘We are unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’” 

Let’s keep it straight, here. We are servants. Our master loves us – and 
our Master has already invited us to eat at the table with Him – but the 
point Jesus makes here is, “there is no one better to serve than me!” 
When we serve Him and give to Him it is not for the motivation of 
receiving a reward – it is simply for the blessing of doing what we are 
supposed to do – and having the great blessing of being a part of what 
He is doing in the world!  

Why do we give?  

- We give as a response to God’s grace.  

We have nothing that He has not given us.  

- We give to follow the example of Jesus.  

2nd Corinthians 8:9 - You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 
by his poverty he could make you rich.  

- We give in response to need.  

Remember the Good Samaritan – he saw a need and he gave –  

- We give as an expression of thanks to God.  

It is part of our worship. In the Old Testament it was called a “thank 
offering.”  

- We give as a form of sacrifice to God.  



Philippians 4:18 - … the gifts you sent me … are a sweet-smelling 
sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God. 

To the Corinthians Paul honored the Philippians saying they gave out of 
poverty.  

- We give to recognize that everything we have belongs to God.  

1st Corinthians 6:19-20 - … You do not belong to yourself, for God bought 
you with a high price…. 

God has absolute claim on all of us and everything we have. Our giving 
should remind us that all we have is God’s and we submit and surrender 
everything we have to His purposes and will. We consider nothing we 
have as our own.  

- We give as an expression of our love.  

Not out of emotional feeling – but out of deep commitment  and action – 
that’s what love is.  

Paul challenged the Corinthians to show their love through their giving.  

2. How do we give?   

- First things first.  

Matthew 6:33 - Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live 
righteously, and he will give you everything you need. 

If His kingdom is our priority – that will show up in our giving.  

- We give of ourselves before we give anything material.  

Some people give a lot of money – and they think it is a substitute for 
their heart and life – NOT!  

The Bible condemns this strongly –  

When you give – it is giving part of yourself – not in place of 
yourself.  

David Grant stepping into the offering plate …  

That ought to be our attitude every time we give. Without us the gift is 
nothing –  



2nd Corinthians 8:5 - They even did more than we had hoped, for their 
first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God 
wanted them to do. 

Have you noticed yet that there are a lot of verses on giving – the fact is 
there are more verses on giving than we talk about – we don’t do it 
justice.  

- We give to God the first and best that we have.  

In the OT they were called the “firstfruits” – the first of the harvest –  

Not just the tenth – but the first tenth – not the third tenth – the 7th tenth 
or the last tenth –  

Giving tithe is not just giving a tenth after we’ve paid other bills – Giving 
the tithe is giving the FIRST tenth – because we belong to God first and 
He has us first!  

God owns me before the bank! God owns me before the government to 
whom I’m paying a parent’s college loan! God owns me before the 
retirement investment company!  He gets the first!  

- We give voluntarily  

It is a command – but God gives us the choice whether or not we want to 
obey – whether or not we want to open ourselves up for the blessing –  

In the Huddle – the QB says, “I’m calling your number – go long – I know 
you’re going to get a touchdown.” – Receiver: “No thanks!”  

That’s not receivers!  They all want passes – whine like prima donnas 
when they don’t get enough!  

God wants to bless us – but it is our choice whether or not we open 
ourselves up!  

2nd Corinthians 9:7 - You must each decide in your heart how much to 
give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

- We give generously  

It shows the condition of our heart – but God’s shovel is always bigger.  

- We give systemically  



1st Corinthians 16:2 - On the first day of each week, you should each put 
aside a portion of the money you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there 
and then try to collect it all at once.  

We have all kinds of way to give now … but every time I get paid, the first 
tenth plus a missions offering goes to God – every month a Compassion 
child in Haiti gets our support – it is taken out of my account on the same 
day every month –  

Set up a plan!  If you want to be blessed on vacation – set it up … bank 
… mynewlife … app … text giving …  

- We give humbly 

Not for show or to be noticed.  

- We give in love.  

Giving loses its value if our lives don’t belong to Christ. Giving misses its 
purpose if there is no love. No form or amount of giving can be 
substituted for love. We give Him our love – He will have our everything 
else!  

1st Corinthians 13:3 - If I gave everything I have to the poor and even 
sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I 
would have gained nothing. 

3. What do we get when we give? 

A prominent businessman once said, “The minute I started my 
partnership with God and began to tithe, my business boomed. And 
across the years the sky has been the limit. You can’t out-give God!”  

Many businesses tithe from their business – not just on their personal 
income from their business – and they find their businesses experiencing 
more blessing – the MOST blessing – the blessing of giving!   

How much money is the Cathay family losing by closing Chik-Fil-A 
restaurants on Sundays? How much money is the Hobby Lobby family 
losing by closing their stores on Sunday?  

That’s not how they look at it! They see it as a blessing to be able to give 
to their staff the day off – and give to everyone – family, staff, customers 
alike – a day to worship God and spend with their families.  

They are not losing anything! They are MOST BLESSED by giving!  

Look what Paul said about the Philippians –  



2nd Corinthians 8:4 - They begged us again and again for the privilege of 
sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 

Exodus 36:5-7 - They went to Moses and reported, “The people have 
given more than enough materials to complete the job the LORD has 
commanded us to do!”   

So Moses gave the command, and this message was sent 
throughout the camp: “Men and women, don’t prepare any more gifts for 
the sanctuary. We have enough!” So the people stopped bringing their 
sacred offerings. Their contributions were more than enough to complete 
the whole project. 

Jesus and His followers taught a radical set of values: our lives do not 
consist of the things we possess –  

Today: “What’s your net worth?” – How do I factor my salvation into my 
net worth? How do I factor my guarantee of heaven into my net worth? 
How do I factor the best wife in the world into my net worth? How do I 
factor God helping us through all kinds of hardships into my net worth? 
How do I factor my kids serving God into my net worth?  

It’s so not about what I get back financially – that is so immature and 
short-sighted – God gives blessings that cannot be measured – and I am 
MOST BLESSED when I am simply giving – not receiving!    

Today’s Growth Track is about Finding Freedom through Connection - 


