
Series: Unlock the Power of Prayer 
January 22, 2017 
Message Three:  

Call Him by Name 
Matthew 6:9; Luke 11:2 

 

Intro: We’re in a season of 21 days of prayer and fasting – and we’re 

talking about unlocking the power of prayer – how to pray with power – 
 
Fasting is part of prayer – we talked about that 2 weeks ago –  
 
We said that fasting denies our natural desires in order to bring us into 
alignment with God. Different types of fasting – listen to the message – 
Many times I have personally received direction and clearly knew what 
God wanted me to do regarding major decisions through fasting.  
 
Fasting brings to us:  
1 – Humility 
2 – Authenticity  
3 – Unexplainable favor 
4 – Unwavering self-discipline 
5 – Ability to hear from God 
 
Last week we began looking at the Lord’s Prayer – not as something to 
simply memorize and recite – but as a pattern for prayer – and we only 
got as far as talking about the basic name of God –  
 
The disciples had seen rote, repetitive, lifeless prayer from their leaders 
– then they saw the prayer life of Jesus – and how it gave Him life and 
power – that’s what they wanted – that’s what we want – that’s why they 
went to Jesus and said, “Teach us to pray.”  
 
And Jesus began –  
 
Matthew 6:9 NLT - … Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept 
holy. 
 
Holy means “set apart” – so we set apart of the name of God – for praise 
and worship – When we praise Him according to His names, we are 
remembering Him for who He has revealed Himself to be and we are 
reminding ourselves of these powerful truths –  
 
Last week we talked about how the name of God is itself life-giving –  
 
I really need to review because last week’s message is a huge base for 
today’s message – those who missed last week need this and those who 



were here last week – this review will be helpful for what we’re going to 
add today –  
 
From the beginning of God’s dealings with man – He set His name apart.  
 
When we take words from one language to another, it’s called translation 
– when we use the same lettering system – ABCD, etc.  
 
What about when there is a different lettering system? Chinese … 
Japanese … that’s not called translation – it’s called transliteration – it’s 
a little different – and a little more difficult.  
 
The name of God was unmentionable for the Hebrews – one because 
they considered Him so holy they would not mention it – two, because it 
was literally unmentionable.  
 
You may have heard of God referred to as Yahweh – that is not a letter 
by letter translation from the Hebrew – it is a transliteration – A more 
literal translation, which is still a transliteration because the alphabet has 
to change, is:  
 

YHWH  
 
– to attempt to pronounce it just sounds like wind – breath –  
 
The Hebrew word for “Spirit” that we use to speak of God the Holy Spirit 
is ruach which means wind or breath. The Greek word that we translate 
into the word “Spirit” that we use to speak of God the Holy Spirit is 
pneuma which means wind or breath.  
 
Genesis 2:7 - Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the 
man became a living person. 
 
Abram & Sarai become Abraham & Sarah – God was giving them His 
name – His breath – His life – His Spirit –  
 
Jesus gave the disciples His Spirit – John 20:22 –  

- Acts 1:8  
- Acts 2:1-4 – the sound of a mighty, rushing wind -  

 
Romans 8:16 - For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are 
God’s children.  

 
Romans 8:26-27 – The Holy Spirit prays through us when we don’t know 
how to pray -  



 
Ephesians 6:18 - Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion… 
 
We need to breathe in God Himself – we need to be saturated in the 
Holy Spirit – we need to not just pray but let the Holy Spirit pray through 
us – we need to let the Holy Spirit empower our prayers – then our 
prayer life will have greater power!  
 
Now – beyond that root name of God that is unpronounceable – it’s the 
wind - that name lays a foundation for us receiving God in a way that 
empowers us to pray unpronounceable prayers by the power of the Holy 
Spirit – God has revealed more – more about Himself through His name 
– What does it mean to pray “in His name”? 
 
YHWH = Yahweh = Jehovah  
 
Different ways this reference to God has evolved through trying to bring 
the name into our language –  
 
Hallowed be Your Name – Holy is Your Name – Jesus said, “Father, you 
have set apart your name” – We set apart the names of God to worship 
Him & praise Him for what He has revealed about Himself in these 
names – and in that we remind ourselves of His power and promises to 
us!  
 

Big Idea: God’s names reveal His power and promises!  
 
T.S.: I want to talk about 8 of these revelations from God today – I’m 

going to use the term “Jehovah” – you could just as easily use the term 
“Yahweh” - this has nothing to do with Jehovah’s Witnesses – they are a 
group of people who don’t believe the Bible is the sole revelation of God, 
and they don’t believe Jesus Christ was the divine Son of God and they 
don’t believe that His sacrifice on the cross is the only way to God – they 
believe legalistic obedience to their teachings along is the way to God – 
thus they are in error and need prayer – so don’t be confused –  
 
These are ways in which God referred to Himself in the Scripture to 
reveal to us His character & promises:  
 

1. Jehovah-Tsidkenu – The Lord our Righteousness 
 
Jeremiah 23:6 - And this will be his name: ‘The LORD Is Our 
Righteousness.’… 
 
Jeremiah 33:16 - In that day Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this will be its name: ‘The LORD Is Our Righteousness.’ 



 
Romans 3:10 - As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous— not even 
one. 
 
None of us are righteous (innocent or holy) – I’m not righteous – nothing 
in me is righteous – but He is righteous and He says that He is our 
righteousness! He makes us righteous! It is His gift to us when we 
believe in Jesus!  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 1:30 - God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our 

benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; 
he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. 
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is who God is … this is what I do …  
 

2. Jehovah-M’kaddesh = The Lord our Sanctifier  
 
Exodus 31:13 - “Tell the people of Israel: ‘Be careful to keep my Sabbath 
day, for the Sabbath is a sign of the covenant between me and you from 
generation to generation. It is given so you may know that I am the 
LORD, who makes you holy.’” 
 
To sanctify means to make holy. He not only gives us the gift of 
righteousness, He makes us holy.  
 
Sanctification is cleansing - it happens to us when we receive Christ – it 
is also continual – I need continual cleansing!  
 
I continue to need to be more and more like Christ and less and less like 
me … the world.  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 6:11 – Some of you were once like that. But you were 

cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling 
on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
 
John 15:3 – You have already been pruned and purified by the message 
I have given you.  
 
1

st
 John 1:7 - But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then 

we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 
cleanses us from all sin. 
 
We set apart His name … this is who He has revealed Himself to be – 
He sanctifies us, cleanses us, makes us holy by the Spirit, by the Word 
and by His blood –  
 



This is what Jesus said to do … this is what I do …  
 

3. Jehovah-Shalom – The Lord our Peace 
 
Judges 6:24 - And Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and named it 
Yahweh-Shalom (which means “the LORD is peace”). 
 
It helps me when I remind myself of this every day …  
 
John 14:27 – “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And 
the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or 
afraid.”  
 
Romans 5:1 – Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight 
by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord 
has done for us.  
 
Philippians 4:7 - Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds 
anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds 
as you live in Christ Jesus. 
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is what I do …  
 

4. Jehovah-Shammah – The Lord is Present  
 
Ezekiel 48:35 - … And from that day the name of the city will be ‘The 
LORD Is There.’ 
 
 Joshua 1:5 – No one will be able to stand against you as long as you 
live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or 
abandon you. 
 
Matthew 28:20 – … And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age. 
 
1

st
 Corinthians 3:16 - Don’t you realize that all of you together are the 

temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 
 
He is present with us! Never leaves us or forsakes us!  
 
This is what He has revealed about Himself! We don’t have to ask Him 
for this – He IS this already! We are told to praise Him for it!  
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is what I do …  
 

5. Jehovah-Rophe – The Lord our Healer 



  
Exodus 15:26 - He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the 
LORD your God and do what is right in his sight, obeying his commands 
and keeping all his decrees, then I will not make you suffer any of the 
diseases I sent on the Egyptians; for I am the LORD who heals you.” 
 
Before you ask Him for healing, for you or someone else, check your 
obedience – then praise Him because He already is the Healer! Whether 
the healing has taken place or not, He is still the Healer! He has done the 
work for healing already – 2000 years ago at the cross –  
 
Isaiah 53:5 – But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our 
sins.  He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we 
could be healed. 
 
1

st
 Peter 2:24 - He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so 

that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you 
are healed. 
 
Healing for body, mind, soul, spirit – emotions, relationships – everything 
– He is the Healer!  
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is what I do …  
 
I praise Him for being my Healer … giving me health … my family … 
those I am aware of – not just asking – but praising Him because He is 
this!  
 

6. Jehovah-Jireh – The Lord our Provider 
 
This arises in the context of one of the most powerful stories in the Bible. 
 
Abraham & Isaac …  
 
Genesis 22:8 - “God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” 
Abraham answered. And they both walked on together.  
 
Genesis 22:14 - Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means 
“the LORD will provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a 
proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 
 
If God can provide that – what can He not provide for us?  
 
He’s promised to provide for us! He has revealed Himself to be our 
Provider!  
 



Psalm 23:1 - The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. 
 
Philippines 4:19 – And this same God who takes care of me will supply 
all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in 
Christ Jesus.  
 
Go back a read the context –  
 
Philippians 4:14-19 – Even so, you have done well to share with me in 
my present difficulty.  

As you know, you Philippians were the only ones who gave me 
financial help when I first brought you the Good News and then traveled 
on from Macedonia. No other church did this. Even when I was in 
Thessalonica you sent help more than once. I don’t say this because I 
want a gift from you. Rather, I want you to receive a reward for your 
kindness.   

At the moment I have all I need—and more! I am generously 
supplied with the gifts you sent me with Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-
smelling sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God. And this same 
God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious 
riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 

 
Aha! He is our Provider – but we must be obedient to receive!  This is a 
gift of His grace that He has told us how to receive His provision!  
 
This is what Jesus taught … He has not yet told us to bring our needs to 
God – but He has told us to set apart the name of God for praise – 
Before I ask God for anything, I praise Him because He already is my 
Provider! … this is what I do …   
 

7. Jehovah-Nissi – The Lord our Banner 
 
Exodus 17:15 - Moses built an altar there and named it Yahweh-nissi 
(which means “the LORD is my banner”).  
 
After a victory in battle …  
 
The banner leads the way … the carrier of the standard … when he goes 
down, someone else picks it up and rallies the army!  By the time the 
army gets to the battle, the banner has already been there –  
 
By the time I get to any battle, Jesus has gone before – He is the banner! 
He is the standard – He never loses! By the time I even arrive at a battle, 
He has already won the victory!  
 



John 16:33 – I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. 
Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, 
because I have overcome the world.” 
 
Romans 8:31 - What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? 
If God is for us, who can ever be against us?  
 
Romans 8:37 – No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ, who loved us. 
 
So many more verses on victory -  
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is what I pray …  
 

8. Jehovah-Rohi – The Lord our Shepherd 
 
Psalm 23 - The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me 
rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams. He 
renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to 
his name.      

Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, 
for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort 
me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You 
honor me by anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with 
blessings.     

 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the 
days of my life, and I will live in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
John 10:11 - I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his 
life for the sheep. 
 
This is what Jesus taught … this is what I do …  
 
What does it mean to take the name of the Lord in vain? It is when we 
disregard His name.  
 
Don’t disregard His name – Remember His name – Remember these 
names He has revealed to us –  
 
Memorize them – if you can’t memorize the Hebrew part – just memorize 
the 8 characteristics –  
 
Begin your prayer times praising Him because He is these things – this is 
what Jesus taught – Don’t be guilty of taking the Lord’s name in vain in 
this way by forgetting His name – don’t forget what He has revealed to 



you – remember Him for it – praise Him for it – Praise Him because this 
is Who He is –  
 
Put it all together and pray …   
 
These message notes are the intellectual property of Randy 
Blankenship and are intended for the reader’s personal use only.  
For any other use please contact Randy Blankenship at 
RandyBlankenship@newlife4kokomo.org 
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