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Message One: 
 
Series Intro Video 
 

Snow Globes 
Isaiah 1:18 

 

Intro: Coming this month - Christmas Eve - Christmas Sunday – one 

service only – 11 a.m. & New Year’s Day  
 
If you are struggling with your financial situation and the holidays just 
makes it that much harder – we are going to have a Financial Small 
Group beginning in January!  
 
Everyone in some way suffers from lack of forgiveness and offense – 
every one of us have been hurt. This is often highlighted during 
Christmas. You don’t necessarily have more pain during the holidays – 
but you feel your pain more during the holidays. Suicide increases during 
the holidays – The season is not merry and bright for everyone – we feel 
pain, hurt & wounds.  
 
We have an enemy that wants to steal, kill and destroy us – but Jesus 
came that we might live the fullest life!  
 
When I speak of White Christmas, I’m not talking about snow – What 
would it look like if something happened in our hearts and we could say, 
“I’m clean, I’m free – my heart is pure.”  
 
One Christmas Eve we were celebrating – house on 400 N. – got a call – 
my Dad’s brother died … Dad got in the car and left – we left a couple of 
days later – I’m sure others have faced devastating losses which bring 
not-so-pleasant memories over the holidays.   
 
One pastor of a large church sent out a tweet to his church family asking 
them what kind of hardship they had experienced in Christmases past – 
he got over 400 responses – big hurt – big pain –  
 
I want to try to help you today let the hurt go – find some resolution in 
your life.  You can think of this message as advice from a friend.   
 
I want you to experience a White Christmas in your hearts.   
 



Angry Birds app – Birds on a revenge mission against pigs – they launch 
themselves against the pigs, buildings, etc., in order to get back at these 
pigs – they may kill themselves in the process – but they kill the pigs – 
 
But it never ends – there is always another level! There are more pigs to 
kill!  (Look up concept of Angry Birds to confirm).  
 
How much of that sounds like your life?  You think you have to get back 
at someone – in the process you are willing to injure yourself. When you 
carry around unforgiveness, hurt, pain, desire for revenge – you are 
hurting yourself way more in the process.  
 
Someone said unforgiveness is like setting yourself on fire and hoping 
the other person dies of smoke inhalation.  
 
Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. “Though your 
sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. Though they are 
red like crimson, I will make them as white as wool. 
 
Settle this – don’t go another Christmas – don’t go another day with this 
junk in your heart.    
 
Sins like scarlet … red like crimson … though the situation you’re in may 
be like you’re bleeding all over the place – here’s your opportunity – God 
is offering to help you get it all cleaned up and healed – if you will obey 
me.  
 
Today, we want to lead you on a journey to cleaning this up –  
 
Next week – I want to give you truth that will help you with joy and peace 
that many people never find –  
 
Today I want to entice you to forgiveness –  
 
You think there are reasons why you can’t forgive – “I’m dreaming” – You 
think you can only dream of a forgiving life –  
 

3 Reasons we don’t forgive:  
 

1. We have a wrong understanding of forgiveness 
 

- Forgiveness is not minimizing the seriousness of the 
offense.  

 



I’m not saying it’s no big deal. I’ve been hurt – my wife has been hurt – 
we’ve had some pretty big things happen to us – The hurts we’ve had 
you can’t minimize – We’re not saying, “Just get over it.”  
 

- Forgiveness is not reconciliation.  
 
You don’t have to go back to an abuser – You don’t have to continue in 
or restore a relationship that has damaged you, will continue to damage 
you or your family.  
 
Reconciliation is important – but the timing of it often has nothing to do 
with forgiveness –  
 
Forgiveness is a one-player game.  
 
This is about you and the condition of your heart – no one else. When 
you forgive – you set a prisoner free – and it’s not the person you forgive 
– it’s you.  
 
Some of you are waiting for someone to say they are sorry – you are 
putting yourself in slavery to that person. You are leaving it up to them as 
to when you will be free. Forget about them – what they do or do not do. 
This is about God and your heart.  
 

- Forgiveness is not forgetting what happened.  
 
It is unrealistic to think you are just going to forget about it.  
 
But God can help you to forgive whoever hurt you in such a way that 
even though the memory of the pain is there, you are free. It is a miracle 
– but God does miracles in response to our faith and obedience.  
 

2. We don’t think it’s fair.  
 
You don’t want to go the fair route – What if God were fair? What if God 
were fair to us?   
 
Aren’t you glad God isn’t fair? What if He gave us what we deserve? He 
offers us forgiveness we don’t deserve and can’t deserve.  
 
Matthew 18:21-35 – Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how 
often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?”  

“No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!  
“Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king 

who decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had 
borrowed money from him. In the process, one of his debtors was 



brought in who owed him millions of dollars. He couldn’t pay, so his 
master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his children, and 
everything he owned—to pay the debt.  

“But the man fell down before his master and begged him, 
‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ Then his master was 
filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt.  

“But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who 
owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and 
demanded instant payment.  

“His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little 
more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. But his 
creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until 
the debt could be paid in full.  

“When some of the other servants saw this, they were very 
upset. They went to the king and told him everything that had 
happened. Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, 
‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you 
pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just 
as I had mercy on you?’ Then the angry king sent the man to prison to 
be tortured until he had paid his entire debt.  

“That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to 
forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.” 
 
Ten thousands talents – 5 billion dollars – who’s got that?   
 
His family is going to be sold into slavery – he begs – he was forgiven! 
Debt cancelled!   
 
He went out and found someone who owed him 10 grand –  
 
10 grand is a lot – but it is payable – Jesus understands your debt is real, 
but it is payable.  
 
The one who was forgiven refused to forgive – even when he was 
begged the way he begged the one he owed.   
 
You want to make the argument that something isn’t fair? We have been 
offered forgiveness of a debt we could never pay!  
 
If we refuse to forgive others, we have forgotten how much we have 
been forgiven.  
 

3. We don’t think we can do it.  
 
It simply feels impossible.  
 



We have an enemy that is lying right now – he is lying to you right now 
telling you that you can’t do this – this message doesn’t apply to you.   
 
The truth is that you can forgive if God gives you the strength to do it –  
 
Philippians 4:13 – For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me 
strength.  
 
You can’t do it unless He does give you the strength – but He is saying 
He can. He is saying, “Let’s settle this – let’s do it.”  
 
Do you want to take the journey of forgiveness and have a White 
Christmas?  
 
In order for this to happen you may have to go against the advice of 
friends or family – this is counter-cultural –  
 
You may not feel like forgiving – you can’t wait for your feelings – if you 
do you will always be going along with the way of the world.  
 
Forgiveness is not a feeling, it is a choice.  
 
If you make the choice, you can live like a snow globe – You look at a 
snow globe and you dream of a place – you think you can’t live there –  
 
God invites you into the snow globe. He invites you into a world that is 
different from your reality.   
 
People like snow when it first falls – but then cars drive over it, it begins 
to melt, gets nasty and yucky –  
 
I’ve never seen a snow globe like that -  
 
The way to get in the snow globe from where you are is obedience.  
 
Often we don’t want to obey. In fact, if you really felt like doing something 
you wouldn’t have to be told to obey. Parents tell their children to do stuff 
over and over again because the kids don’t want to obey.  
 
It’s the same with us and God –  
 
If you live by your feelings – what you want to do – and you don’t forgive 
– you are trapped by the person you want to hurt – but they are the ones 
hurting you because you have chosen to put your happiness into the 
control of the one who has hurt you. The only way out is to choose to 
obey and choose to forgive.  



 
They’re having a great Christmas – you’re struggling – what do you do? 
Obey!   
 
1

st
 Corinthians 1:25-28 - This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest 

of human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of 
human strength.   

Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise 
in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. Instead, 
God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those 
who think they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to 
shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, 
things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what 
the world considers important. 
 
To forgive people for horrible things they have done looks foolish to the 
thinking of this world – this is how we can tell whether we are thinking 
like God or thinking like the world.   
 
It looks weak – but it is stronger than man’s strength – you can’t do this 
without God – but you can if you obey –  
 
This is the only way you can get inside the snow globe! I want you to 
experience a reality with God that brings what we think is reality to 
nothing!  
 
If you disagree with this, how’s it working out for you?  
 
Why not try God’s ways?  You aren’t going to feel like doing it – but you 
do it anyway! Forgiveness is not a feeling – it is a choice –  
 
Choices lead – Feelings follow – 
 
Don’t get this backward - Don’t let your feelings decide your choices –  
 
What is God asking of us that is so difficult and against the ways of most 
people?  People have hurt you – hurt you bad – what do you do?  
 

 Pray for them.  
 
“Get ‘em God!” – no, not that kind of prayer.   
 
Matthew 5:43-44 – You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 
neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I say, love your enemies! Pray for 
those who persecute you! 
 



You can’t pray for someone and hate them at the same time. As you 
pray for them your heart will change.  
 

 Bless them.  
 
This is talking about your words.  
 
Don’t go around rehearsing the pain – telling everyone what someone 
has done to you –  
 
Say good things – speak good things –  
 
Worship Team Return Cue -  
 
Luke 6:27-28 – But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your 
enemies! Do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you. 
Pray for those who hurt you.  
 
Romans 12:14 – Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray 
that God will bless them.  
 
This is the Bible – it’s not normal – But normal doesn’t work to bring 
healing!  
 
You’ve got to do something extraordinary to experience something 
extraordinary – and if you need extraordinary healing you’ve got to 
practice extraordinary forgiveness – EXTRA – ORDINARY – not ordinary 
– outside the ordinary – above the ordinary -   
 

 Do good to them.  
 
He’s not asking you to like it – He’s just asking you to obey it – for your 
benefit –  
 
Romans 12:17-21 – Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in 
such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can 
to live in peace with everyone.   

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous 
anger of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them 
back,” says the LORD. Instead, “If your enemies are hungry, feed them. 
If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals of shame on their heads.” Don’t let evil conquer you, 
but conquer evil by doing good. 
 
Who do you hate – buy them a Christmas gift!  
 



…leave room for God’s wrath … for some people, God’s got a worse 
punishment in mind than we could ever wish for anyone – so leave them 
to God – His ways will be just – But if our kindness leads them to 
repentance, then everyone is better off and we get the reward for being 
the catalyst for that.  
 
If you obey this, you can begin to live in a snow globe – a new reality that 
is white.  
 
Story of Chris Hodges’ friend – lost his legs in an accident – prosthetic 
limbs below the knees – both legs – he put his legs on backwards – he 
would take a leg off and scratch his head -  
 
At 8 years old his dad beat him – beat him bloody – he and his brother 
were running away from an abusive dad – they tried to jump on a train – 
his brother made it, he didn’t – his legs swung under the train and he lost 
his legs just below the knees –  
 
When he was in rehab – his dad was prosecuted and sent to prison – 
another man came to visit him – took him into foster care – then ended 
up adopting him. This man led him to Jesus.  
 
He had the best attitude – why? “Jesus changed my life!” He had been 
beaten by his father – lost his legs – yet had an attitude where he would 
never be defeated again. He said, “I’ll never be de-feeted!” It’s what he 
said!  
 
“I’m a Christian!” - He gave his life to Christ – forgave – 
 
He’s living in a snow globe! He’s chosen to live where it’s white & pure – 
not dark and ugly.   
 
Ephesians 4:31-32 – Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, 
and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ 
has forgiven you.  
 
 If you can’t do this, either you haven’t yet been forgiven by God, or you 
have forgotten what you have been forgiven of.  
 
The forgiven forgive.  
 
Forgiven people forgive people.  
 
Prayer –  
 



Two kinds of people –  
- You haven’t been forgiven or have forgotten – You need to get 

some things right with God – You need to experience His 
forgiveness so that you can have the capacity to forgive –  

 
- You need to have an offense broken from their life – prayer for 

them.  
 
Communion – Deal with it when you come.  
 
Song – Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
 
Close – offering reminder – Growth Track reminder -  
 
 
Thanks to Chris Hodges  
 

These message notes are the intellectual property of Randy 
Blankenship and are intended for the reader’s personal use only.  For 
any other use please contact Randy Blankenship at 
RandyBlankenship@newlife4kokomo.org 
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