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Series intro video 
 

Intro:  During this season we want to get as close as we can to the 

Lord. If we’re not careful, the change of schedule around the holidays 
can pull us away from the Lord instead of pulling us closer to the Lord. 
Holidays are Holy Days – they are supposed to be time that we can set 
aside to focus on the God of the Universe – so that’s what we want to do.  
 
A lot of people don’t have the right definition of worship. We often think of 
formal settings – religious settings – songs – that is a far cry from the 
totality of what worship is. 
 
Review –  
 

- We all worship something.  
 
Even people who aren’t Christians – worship is expressing your love for 
someone or something. Someone or something is getting your time, your 
treasure, your focus, your attention – It may be football – shopping – 
antiques – decorating –  
 
That’s ok – the problem comes when we love whatever that person or 
thing might be more than God.  Every once in a while we need to re-
examine and re-order.  
 

- Worship is our response to what we value most.  
 
Listen to last week’s message if you missed it.  
 
Theology today – practical next week –  
 

- Who was the first worshipper?   
 
Go back to the original place –  
 
One of the first worshippers was Lucifer.  
 
Three angels are named in the Bible – some have said they are 
archangels – but the Bible doesn’t call them archangels – only one – 



Michael … don’t believe everything you hear – then repeat it – look it up! 
But these are the only ones given names – (fallen angels?)  
 

- Michael – he always responds to prayer.   
- Gabriel – He is always bringing a message – Daniel – Mary – 

Jesus’ birth 
- Lucifer –  

 
Notice three things e connected with these 3 angels – Prayer, Word, 
worship - kind of encompasses the essence of our Christian life, doesn’t 
it? These are the three main components of our Worship services – this 
should be the case with your personal time with God – Prayer, Word, 
Worship –  
 
There are 3 – and when Lucifer rebelled, one third of the angels fell with 
him –  
 
They are now demons – Not your bad relatives – and your good relatives 
don’t become angels – Angels are a different creation than humanity – 
they are supernatural now, but the Bible actually say one day we will 
judge them and rule over them!  
 
That’s cool! Keep following Christ to see how all that works out!   
 
Isaiah 14:12-14 – “How you are fallen from heaven, O shining star, son 
of the morning! You have been thrown down to the earth, you who 
destroyed the nations of the world. For you said to yourself, ‘I will ascend 
to heaven and set my throne above God’s stars. I will preside on the 
mountain of the gods far away in the north. I will climb to the highest 
heavens and be like the Most High.’ 
 
The whole of this passage was written to a king, but this king was an 
earthly representation of what happened in heaven – the king was 
following Lucifer and doing what he did instead of following God.  
 
What Lucifer wanted was to be higher than God – 
 
Yet – he still called God the Most High – but he didn’t like it!   
 
This is still his goal – he wants you to focus on anything else other than 
God, and in the process, Lucifer – Satan – the devil – he gets honor that 
belongs to God.  
 
This is why we have to be very careful about what we worship – any time 
we redirect our attention from the Most High God, we help Satan 
accomplish his goal!  



 
When Jesus was tempted – “Fall down and worship me.” – If he wanted 
Jesus to do that, how much more susceptible are we to these 
temptations?  
 
Isaiah 14:11 NKJV - Your pomp is brought down to Sheol,  And the 
sound of your stringed instruments… 
 
Ezekiel 28:12-13 – …“You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom 
and exquisite in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God. Your 
clothing was adorned with every precious stone—  red carnelian, pale-
green peridot, white moonstone, blue-green beryl, onyx, green jasper, 
blue lapis lazuli, turquoise, and emerald—  all beautifully crafted for you 
and set in the finest gold. They were given to you on the day you were 
created.  
 
Ezekiel 28:13 NKJV - The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes  Was 
prepared for you on the day you were created. 

 
Notice the precious stones – crafted for Lucifer - remember that for later 

–  
 
He played harps – stringed instruments – and he was adorned by God 
with jewels, gold –  
 
I know a little bit about music – I don’t play as much as I used to, but I 
have played all manner of keyboards, saxophone – and tried to learn 
guitar but I wimped out – couldn’t handle the pain on my fingers –  
 
My first ministry here was not as Lead Pastor – when I was a teenager I 
was the worship leader – much smaller church – that wasn’t even my 
first job – I actually started playing the piano in Children’s church when I 
was 11.  
 
I accompanied my brother in a contest when I was in the 4

th
 grade – feet 

couldn’t touch the pedals –  
 
Categories of instruments – Strings – Percussion – Wind (breaks down 
with woodwind & brass – but you still have to blow to play brass) – piano 
is a combination of percussion and strings …  
 
Lucifer had all this – ability to play – and adorned by God with beauty!  
 
Ezekiel 28:14-17 – I ordained and anointed you as the mighty angelic 
guardian. You had access to the holy mountain of God and walked 
among the stones of fire.  



     You were blameless in all you did from the day you were created 
until the day evil was found in you. Your rich commerce led you to 
violence, and you sinned. So I banished you in disgrace from the 
mountain of God. I expelled you, O mighty guardian, from your place 
among the stones of fire. Your heart was filled with pride because of all 
your beauty. Your wisdom was corrupted by your love of splendor. So I 
threw you to the ground and exposed you to the curious gaze of kings. 
 

- He was anointed – He didn’t just play – he was anointed –  
 
Music is powerful – what you listen to shapes you –  
 
Cultures are shaped by music –  
 
The year Ozzy Osbourne released Suicide Solution – 1980 - suicide 
went up 400% in America.  
 
Satan still uses music. If you want to see Satan at work, read your Bible 
and pray for a while right before you watch the music award shows – If 
your spirit is right with God you will be sickened by what you see, hear, 
and by what is honored and glorified.  
 
Verse 16 – NIV – “trade” –  
 
Lucifer traded God’s purpose for his existence for what he wanted – we 
have to be careful we don’t do that – Don’t trade your God-given purpose 
to satisfy your desires – you will never be satisfied and you will never 
experience ultimate joy.  
 
Remember when the disciples came back rejoicing that demons were 
subject to His name?  
 
Luke 10:18 – “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like 
lightning! 
 
“Of course! I was there when he was kicked out! It wasn’t even a fight – it 
was like lightning!” Man, I saw Mike Tyson knock so many people out 
within 90 seconds – that’s an eternity compared to how long it took God 
to kick Satan out of heaven!  
 
There are not two equally opposing powers! This is where Star Wars and 
every other philosophy besides Christianity has it wrong! There is not a 
cosmic war between Good and Evil –  
 



God is Good – Satan is Evil – and Satan was defeated as quick as the 
lightning flashes across the sky! They can’t make a movie out of this, 
because it happened too fast!  
 
But this angel who had these gifts is now gone – there is an opening!  
 
God still wants Prayer, Word & Worship – but God had a vacancy on His 
staff –  
 

- Who is the new worship leader? 
 
You are! We are!  
 
He has given us everything we need to fill this job! There are people who 
are vastly anointed, gifted and talented – but God is the only one worthy 
of our praise! If you’re worshipping a singer – a worship leader – a 
Gospel music star – of any style or genre – you have it wrong and they 
have not succeeded – God is the one worthy of worship!  
 
You have strings inside of you – 2 vocal chords – (E.M. Clark) –  
 
Wind goes through the strings to create noise – the design was to 
worship the Lord – What about percussion? Clap your hands!  
 
We are the replacement for the unemployed angel named Lucifer!  
 

T.S.: Three truths for us to embrace –  

 

1. God made me from Him.  
 
When He made you, He put part of Himself in you -  
 
He created things out of nothing, then the things He created began to 
produce –  
 
Genesis 1:11 - land produced vegetation 
 Trees produced fruit.  
Seeds produced plants & trees  

- And that is what happened.  
 
For everything that He created, He wanted there to be a relationship 
with that from which it was made.  
 
Earth produces trees – plants – If the trees and plants separate from the 
dirt, they die.  
 



Woman – created out of man – rib – bone of his bone … God intended 
for there to be a close relationship between man and woman LIKE NO 
OTHER RELATIONSHIP –  
 
People – mankind – was made in the image of God –  
 
Genesis 1:26 – Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our 
image, to be like ourselves… 
 
Genesis 2:7 - Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the 
man became a living person. 
 
He breathed into man – placed part of Himself in us.  
 
We came from God, we are sustained by God, we will return to God. Just 
like the relationship with the tree and the dirt.   
 
Our body may return to dust, but our spirit comes from God, is sustained 
by God, and will return to God – and the day we decide we can live 
disconnected from God, we have signed our death warrant.  
 
God created you – put part of Himself in you – so your only design is to 
have an intimate relationship with Him.  
 

2. God made me to be with Him.  
 
Too many people know of God, but they don’t know Him – they don’t 
love Him – they just show up every once in a while – God never intended 
that kind of relationship.  
 
Matthew 7:21 – Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father 
in heaven will enter.  
 
This is sad – they never knew – same word used for the sexual 
relationship between Joseph and Mary –  
 
God created us for an intimate relationship with us – Him in us – Him 
giving us life – and if we don’t have that kind of relationship we don’t 
really know God – we are not intimate with Him – He is not one with us!   
 
God didn’t create you to be religious – He created you to have a 
relationship with Him! The intimacy that is supposed to be reserved for 
marriage is God’s picture of this -  
 



Ephesians 5:31-32 – As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and 
mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.”  
This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the 
church are one. 
 
When you see a couple get married – if they’ve had a healthy, godly 
relationship and done things the right way - they want to get out of there 
… you know what they want to do … be alone – be with one another – 
share their entire lives together for the rest of their lives –  
 
God is pointing at that and saying, “That’s what I want with you! I created 
marriage – came up with its design – every aspect of it – Man portraying 
Christ pouring his life into Woman portraying the Church – and I 
desperately long for you – I created that image so that you can see how I 
want to be with you.”  
 
That’s why nothing else is marriage – no other sexual relationship of any 
kind works – doesn’t bring lasting fulfillment and joy – because it 
destroys God’s picture – you can’t see this relationship any other way.  
 
God doesn’t want a few minutes a week – He wants what marriage 
portrays!   
 
People have a wrong idea of heaven – Always falling on your face before 
God? No – He already has that – One angel is just crying “Holy” all the 
time!  
 
The Bible says nothing about sitting on clouds playing harps!  
 
What’s going to happen? There is going to be a wedding! We are going 
to walk down the aisle – we are going to joined to Christ – then there is 
going to be a wedding reception – Revelation 19 just gives us a little 
picture –but it is going to be the biggest throw down wedding reception 
you have ever been to! PARTY!  
 
Revelation 21:9 – Then one of the … angels … came and said to me, 
“Come with me! I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”   
 
Guys – get in touch with your feminine side – in this context – it’s ok!  
 
God wants to be intimately close to you – CLOSER – Closer than you 
are now!  
 
He has His bride – He’s bringing her home – and He has decorated the 
place with precious stones –  
 



Remember he had adorned Lucifer with stones? God takes those stones 
and decorates the house of His bride with them in heaven – because we 
are His new worship leader!  
 
This is why husbands are thinking of running to the jewelry store on 
Christmas Eve at the last minutes!   
 
John Martin is in the right business! He’s doing God’s business by 
lavishing people with jewels!   
 
Mom gave me this ring … how I view it …  
  
Revelation 21:19-20 – The wall of the city was built on foundation stones 
inlaid with twelve precious stones: the first was jasper, the second 
sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the 
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst.  
 
He took the stones that He created for Lucifer - His first worship leader – 
and gives them to you!  
 
God goes over the top because He is in love with you!  
 

3. God made me to express love to Him.  
 
God wants you to love Him back. That’s all He wants.  
 
John 4:23 – But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is 
looking for those who will worship him that way.  
 
God is looking for worshipers –  
 
There actually wasn’t an English word for this Greek word – So the 
English translators had to make all this stuff up.  
 
The word here is a verb that means – to kiss.  
 
The Father is looking for people who want to kiss Him!   
 
But it’s not the kiss of lovers – there is a difference – it’s a word that’s 
used for a dog licking his master’s hand.  
 
No – God isn’t calling us dogs – doesn’t look at us as dogs –  
 
But He is looking for tail-wagging loyalty -   



 
Worship Team return – song – Made to Worship 
 
Dog loyalty pic – 
 

  
 
One comedian said, “Your dog loves you more than your spouse – Lock 
both of them in the trunk – come back in an hour and see which one is 
happy to see you!”  
 
What does your dog do when you come home?  Your cat don’t care – 
God’s not talking about cats here …  
 
When you come home from a trip – would you rather come home to an 
empty house – or a welcome home party?  
 
Don’t treat God like some far off untouchable being – He wants you to 
love Him – He wants you to be excited to be with Him!  



 
Prayer – Invitation –  
 
 
Mention Offering –  
 

- opportunity for prayer – Have prayer team & leadership come 
forward before the song starts – people needing prayer come as 
soon as the song starts.  

 
Mention Growth Track -  
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Chris Hodges credits Robert Morris 


