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Message Four:  

In the Meantime 
1

st
 Samuel 16-17 

 
Intro: I remember times at the altar praying over and over again, 

“Jesus, I give my life to you – use me!” – Willing to do whatever –  
 
Often, the journey from where we are to where God is taking us is a long 
journey – and we have to stay faithful on that journey.  
 
God called me when I was 15 – preached in nursing homes – in college 
worked in very small churches – summer interned in one small, out of the 
way place. Had other opportunities that I perceived as greater – but 
every opportunity was a chance to learn and grow.  
 
During my first pastorate I was still telling God I would do whatever He 
wanted me to do, and He called me to leave that place and go to the 
Philippines – I was still single -  
 
Sharon and I went to the Philippines – willing to give up our lives if 
necessary … what I described to her … how she responded … what we 
experienced … we felt like we were put on the shelf – not used – we did 
go to some interesting places exploring ministry possibilities -  
 
Asking Jesus to use us is like asking fire to be hot – or asking water to 
be wet.  
 
By His nature, God uses people – He wants to do that and plans to do 
that before we ever say, “Jesus, use me!”   
 
New Testament teaches – every follower of Christ is a minister –  
 
The Kingdom of God is the kingdom we belong to – it has our highest 
loyalty – and advancing & growing the kingdom by bringing more people 
into it is part of every believer’s responsibility.   
 
As we spoke last month, we all have a calling – Growth Track –  
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 – God saved you by his grace when you believed… 
we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  
 
We have been changed IN ORDER to do good works!  If you are not yet 
doing something for God – being used by God – if you do not know that 



you are doing something God wants you to do to advance His kingdom – 
that’s what He has for you!   
 
If you feel you know what God wants you to do, but the opportunity to do 
it hasn’t happened yet –  
 
How do we get there from here?  
 
What do we do in the meantime?  
 
1

st
 Samuel 16:1-13 –  

 
Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for 
Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil 
and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives there, for I 
have selected one of his sons to be my king.”  

… Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his 
sons to anoint for me.”   

So Samuel did as the LORD instructed... 
When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, 

“Surely this is the LORD’s anointed!”   
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or 

height, for I have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way 
you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks at the heart.”   

Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in 
front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “This is not the one the LORD has 
chosen.” Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, “Neither is 
this the one the LORD has chosen.” In the same way all seven of 
Jesse’s sons were presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The 
LORD has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked, “Are these all 
the sons you have?”   

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the 
fields watching the sheep and goats.”   

“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat 
until he arrives.”   

So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with 
beautiful eyes.   

And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.”   
So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the 

flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the 
Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from that day on. Then 

Samuel returned to Ramah.  
 



Saul – chosen when he was humble – became filled with pride – became 
very disobedient – wanted to build a dynasty for himself rather than a 
kingdom for God.  
 
This story of the calling of David was obviously before David was king – 
so it was before he arrived at God’s ultimate plan for his life – before he 
began to be used in his calling.  
 
Think about David lying on his bed that night – He had gone out to the 
fields in the morning … just thinking about a normal day … a servant 
comes and hollers at him to come quick … David had to be wondering 
what did he do now … what’s the trouble –  
 
He arrives to see his older brothers with heads down and discouraged … 
some confusion – the Bible doesn’t say there was a lot said, but Samuel 
walks up to him and pours a flask of oil out on his head.  
 
At some point they had to explain to David what was happening – He 
could be thinking, “You’ve got to be kidding me.”  
 
Then Samuel just leaves –  
 
He comes – anoints David with oil – Samuel is gone –  
 
David – wait! Come back! What’s going on?  
 
He probably doesn’t sleep much that night – what is he thinking the next 
day? What’s going to happen today? There should be something big 
happen today? I’m going to be king! When is this going to start? When 
does the harem get here? (He’s a teenager after all.)  
 
What happens the next day is – nothing.  
 
Boom – big revelation – yesterday the world turned upside down – today 
it’s right side up again – nothing changes –  
 
Some scholars believe it took ten years for the next step to happen!  He 
had to have times where he is thinking, “Where do I go from here? What 
do I do in the meantime?”  
 
Have you ever been highly challenged at some point in your Christian life 
to get to some point – but you wonder, “How do I get there?”  
 
Scripture gives us some insight –  
 

Big Idea: A calling is less arrived at than it is lived into. 



 
1

st
 Samuel 16:14-21 –  

 
David goes on to live into his calling –  
 
Now the Spirit of the LORD had left Saul, and the LORD sent a 
tormenting spirit that filled him with depression and fear.  

Some of Saul’s servants said to him, “A tormenting spirit from 
God is troubling you. Let us find a good musician to play the harp 
whenever the tormenting spirit troubles you. He will play soothing music, 
and you will soon be well again.”   

“All right,” Saul said. “Find me someone who plays well, and 
bring him here.”   

One of the servants said to Saul, “One of Jesse’s sons from 
Bethlehem is a talented harp player. Not only that—he is a brave warrior, 
a man of war, and has good judgment. He is also a fine-looking young 
man, and the LORD is with him.”   

So Saul sent messengers to Jesse to say, “Send me your son 
David, the shepherd.” Jesse responded by sending David to Saul, along 
with a young goat, a donkey loaded with bread, and a wineskin full of 
wine.   

So David went to Saul and began serving him. Saul loved David 
very much, and David became his armor bearer. 
 
Don’t get lost on the evil spirit from God to Saul right now – that’s not the 
point – that’s another issue - don’t get lost on obscure theological 
questions that can become a distraction –  
 
Here’s something – demons don’t care for harp music –  
 
So, however long it took after David was anointed … one day a bunch of 
messengers from King Saul walk in and offer him a job – well, it’s a 
kingdom, not a free market society, so they are basically conscripting 
David to come work for Saul – He’s dragged off to the King!  
 
Now, he’s thinking his day must be coming soon … “I’m gonna be the 
king!”  
 
He gets there – finds out the king’s is crazy – “The king has “emond-a 
issues-a.” (Pig-Latin).   
 
They tell him, “Here’s the deal – demons don’t like harp music – and 
you’re a good harpist – we have informers everywhere – we know 
everything – your home is bugged – we’ve been listening to your tunes 
for some time now! – You’re going to play and work this out.”  
 



David is, “What?” He’s just going to be called on when the King goes 
crazy –  
 
He’s not going to be king – he’s a relatively low level servant –  
 
T.S.: We learn from David three clues for living in the meantime.  
 

1. Find someone to serve.  
 
Our calling is precious – but we sometimes think that if we serve 
someone else when God has given us a big plan that certain roles and 
certain ministries are beneath us.  
 
We think if we get too busy in one area, we will never be available to do 
the big thing we think God wants to do in us.  
 
Matthew 25 … faithful with a few things …  
 
What Jesus said when the disciples wanted to be great …. Good! Here’s 
how to get true greatness – become a servant –  
 
Later, war broke out – Philistines – the army went to war – David is back 
home working the sheep again – all his brothers were in the army –  
 
So David is helping keep the home surviving – raising sheep is a 
business after all – harder to keep going in time of war… 
 
1

st
 Samuel 17:17-18 - One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of 

roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, and carry them quickly to 
your brothers. And give these ten cuts of cheese to their captain. See 
how your brothers are getting along, and bring back a report on how they 
are doing.” 
 
David has been anointed king – he has been working for the king – now 
he still has to listen to Dad? Hasn’t he outgrown that yet? He’s going to 
be a care-package messenger boy? 
 
This had to be looked upon as a step backward – surely this is not the 
plan!  
 
But what we often see as setbacks God sees as advancements – what 
we see as demotions, God sees as promotions –  
 
What if David had rebelled against his dad – against this plan – “I’m not 
going back there! Things are nice at the palace – it might be better with 



the king gone to war! No more crazy king! Maybe he’ll get killed and that 
will be my moment!”  
 
Didn’t David’s dad see the anointing?  Why is he bringing him back to do 
the dirty work of tending sheep again?   
 
But David goes back – He submits to his father – but he is submitted to 
further humiliation with the care package –  
 
10 cheeses … melting in the sun …  
 
David gets there – Brothers: “What are you doing here?”   
 
David delivers the package – “What’s going on?”  
 
“Who are you, insolent brat? You’ve just come to see the action…” 
 

2. Learn to thrive under God’s delegated authority.  
 
The best leaders have been great followers.  
 
Centurion who came to Jesus understood …  
 
1

st
 Samuel 17:20-23 – So David left the sheep with another shepherd 

and set out early the next morning with the gifts, as Jesse had directed 
him. He arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army was leaving for the 
battlefield with shouts and battle cries. Soon the Israelite and Philistine 
forces stood facing each other, army against army. David left his things 
with the keeper of supplies and hurried out to the ranks to greet his 
brothers. As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion 
from Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. Then David heard him 
shout his usual taunt to the army of Israel.  
 
David asks … no taxes … king’s daughter … his brothers rebuke him …  
 
1

st
 Samuel 17:32-37 – “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. 

“I’ll go fight him!”  
“Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight 

this Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man 
of war since his youth.”   

But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s 
sheep and goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb 
from the flock, I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its 
mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to 
death. I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan 
Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! The LORD 



who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me 
from this Philistine!”  

 Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And may 
the LORD be with you!”  
 
We’ve gotten the idea that the Holy Spirit or an angel jumped on the rock 
… but could it be that David was just good with the sling because he had 
worked at it for so many years – faithful?  
 
Compared to a lion & bear – how fast is a giant? Was it harder or easier 
to defeat the giant because David had been faithfully taking care of his 
father’s sheep in obscurity – faithfully doing something that a lot of other 
people did (not a lot of other people are kings) – David was faithfully 
doing what many others do – in obscurity – no notice – no fanfare – no 
appreciation banquet – no parades –  
 
How faithful are we – to do what we are supposed to do – while we are 
waiting for something else to happen that we think God has for us?  
 
And will we ever get to that bigger calling that we think God has for us, if 
we are not faithful to do what needs to be done, where we are, whether 
or not it seems to be a big deal.  
 
It’s all a big deal. Everything that is done around here is a big deal – 
everything that is done in the name of the Lord is a big deal.  
 
NEVER STOP 
 

3. Treat it all like training.  
 
Resist the impulse to despise whatever it is you have opportunity to do 
right now.  
 
Ecclesiastes 9:10 NIV - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 
your might… 
 
Maybe you want to be in ministry on the stage – but what is really 
needed is people in our tech booth, behind the scenes, serving in 
excellence so that all distractions are removed.   
 
Maybe you want to be a small group leader – but it’s not yet time – but 
there is a need for your gifts in Upward, or in the Nursery, or your gifts 
can be used greeting, serving coffee, or even cleaning and setting up 
between services and activities so that the next group that comes in has 
a great space to use.  
 



I don’t think you’ve been to Tawi Tawi yet!  
 
Give whatever you are doing to God – he’ll make it like lions and bears – 
you will never imagine how the right now opportunities will prepare you 
for the opportunities to come –  
 
You are called – you are hopelessly called –  
 
When people come to us with a small group idea, our default answer is 
yes!  We don’t lean to saying no, we lean to saying yes! If your life is in 
line with where it needs to be to influence others, and you have an idea 
to turn whatever it is you love to do into a moment of encouraging 
ministry – we want you to do it!  
 
Check out our Small Group Leader training video – Get our Ministry 
Guidebook – come to the Growth Track –  
 
Whatever you may be doing now that seems to be meaningless is not 
meaningless – it is preparation!  
 
I was a decent runner in high school (Letter jacket with medals)  
 
I had a drawer full of medals and ribbons …  
 
Part of it was because I got up at 5:30- 6 in the morning – got out on the 
roads when no one else did – ran 5-6 miles before school – not even 
practice – ran another 6-10 miles after school with the team –  
 
#2 runner my freshman year – Captain Jr & Sr. year – Not because I was 
a great runner – I never was a great runner – but one summer I ran 750 
miles between school semesters –  
 
I was out on the roads by myself doing the hard work – so that I could 
have a little measure of success when the big day came.  
 
What are you doing faithfully now while you are waiting for God to open 
the door that He said He would open who knows how long ago?  
 
Never Stop being faithful – Never Stop doing ministry – no matter what 
you think it is you are supposed to do – don’t do nothing while you are 
waiting for that opportunity to present itself.  
 
 Everyone is called and gifted – you can use your gifts now –  
 



If you want to be a part of something where only the professional 
ministers do the ministry – there are other religions that will 
accommodate you – but this is Christianity – it doesn’t work that way –  
 
We are all ministers! The word simply means service – serve –  
 
Jesus has given you the Holy Spirit – If you are a follower of Christ the 
Holy Spirit lives in you and empowers you to serve Jesus by serving 
others!  
 
It begins with Knowing God …  
 

- Salvation 
- Prayer for everyone serving … and waiting 
- Offering 
- Altar time 

 
Thanks to Rob Brendle –  
 


