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Growing in the Purpose of God 
Romans 12:1-18 

 

Intro: It always seems to be a challenge for people to discover the 

purpose of God. There is a challenge of growth and maturity.  
 
It seems to be a complicated discussion – this is what our enemy wants. 
One person can say, “I’m called …” one person understands – another is 
confused –  
 

- The enemy wants to keep you from understanding God’s 
purpose for your life.  

 
If you understand it you will do it – he doesn’t want that.  
 

- The enemy tries to keep you from developing and growing –  
 
This way He can diminish your impact in the world for Christ.  
 
Don’t you want to know God’s purpose – and be the best you can at 
doing that?  
 
If we get better, God can trust us with bigger things.  
 
Sometimes in ministry it seems like things are easy … we show up – 
God shows up – God does things – comforts, heals, answers prayer – 
lives are changed –  
 
Sometimes it’s a little more difficult –  
 
When I knew I was not called to be a children’s pastor – may have been 
on this spot where I’m standing … Cookie Monster suit on the bus – 90 
degrees …  
 
The enemy is trying to get us to not do what God wants us to do – 
diminish our impact.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 MSG - So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: 
Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 
and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. 
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.  
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without 
even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from 



the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly 
respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down 
to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you. 
 
I want you to maximize your impact for God – “Well done … you knocked 
it out of the park!”  
 
I had an experience in the Philippines … first crusade in Vigan … after 
first night opened up for discussion … I included myself (to be polite) … 
they ripped me to shreds!!!  It was so difficult to hear those things – I had 
missed the mark by quite a bit on many cultural issues …  
 
My Grandad … hit in the face … that was after he had already been put 
on a church trial because someone lied about him …  
 
There were seasons when my Grandad was out of the ministry … 
Grandbaby died …  
 
There are times the enemy hits us and tries to keep us from doing what 
God wants us to do. We have to press through and find out what God 
wants and do it no matter what the difficulty or opposition!   
 
There has been lots of opposition in my years of ministry – but there 
have also been more blessings than I could ever have imagined.  
 
If the enemy can distract you he can stop you from doing what God has 
called you to do – cause you to miss your purpose.  
 
If you’ve been hit hard – and you’re not sure what to do next – know this 
– God has a purpose for your life. There will always be someone or 
something trying to hinder that.  
 
God wants to take those difficult experiences – the hard times – and use 
them for His glory –  
 

- Joseph –  
 
Romans 8:28 – And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called according to 
his purpose for them.  
 

- Jeremiah – dungeon 
 

- Job  
 



- Jesus –  
 

God wants you to know that there is still hope! If God put something in 
your heart and it has not happened yet – don’t give up!   
 
Ephesians 6:10 – A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.  
 
Philippians 2:12-13 – Dear friends, you always followed my instructions 
when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. 
Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep 
reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and 
the power to do what pleases him. 
 
Psalm 33:11 – But the LORD’s plans stand firm forever;  his intentions 
can never be shaken. 
 
The purposes of God’s heart continue through all generations! God will 
complete His work!   
 

Big Question: How do we grow in the purpose of God? 
 
Back to Romans 12 –  
 
T.S.: 7 keys to developing our purpose –  
 
Romans 12:1 – And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be 
a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly 
the way to worship him.  
 

1. We must give ourselves to God.  
 
Sounds simple, but we will never fulfill all God has for us if we stop giving 
ourselves to Him. If you get stuck on your Christian journey at any point 
– if you stop saying, “God my life is yours” – you’re stuck.  
 
We are to give up our lives daily. Sacrifice is not easy. In our culture, we 
want the easy way – the fast way – the convenient way – according to 
our culture success is when everything goes well and our houses get 
bigger, our cars get more comfortable – but sometimes the way God has 
for us is difficult –  
 
It was for Paul –  
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 Corinthians 11:23-28 - … I have worked harder, been put in prison 
more often, been whipped times without number, and faced death again 
and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine 
lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three 
times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at 
sea. I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from 
rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the 
Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in 
the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger from men who 
claim to be believers but are not. I have worked hard and long, enduring 
many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often 
gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to 
keep me warm.   

Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for 
all the churches. 

 
2

nd
 Corinthians 4:8-10 - We are pressed on every side by troubles, but 

we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are 
hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but 
we are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in 
the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our 
bodies.  
 
Every day we must choose to lay down our lives. We all must do this.  
 

2. Don’t copy the world. 
 

Romans 12:2a – Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world… 
 
Don’t let the world be your example. Don’t let people whose lives are not 
honoring God be your model.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  
 
Even if someone is a great example for Christ, we can learn from them – 
but God only made one of them –  
 
Trust me – I’m married to a triplet – I know! There is only 1 of my wife! 
No one can be like her!  
 
I had some mentors that I used to want to be like – I found out there 
were some areas in their lives I did want to imitate – and other areas of 
their life that it would be impossible for me to imitate. In some areas I will 
never become as good as them.  



 
God made me to be the best me He created and gifted me to be –  
 
The same is true for you …  
 

3. Allow the change that is needed. 
 
Romans 12:2 … but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
 
The word here is the same word for metamorphosis –  
 
Caterpillar to butterfly –  
 
Fascinating –  
 
Some might say, “You’re trying to change me!” – I want you to be the 
best you that you can be! God wants you to go through the process of 
changing into His ultimate plan!   
 
I’m still trying to change! I’m trying to become a better teacher – more 
effective – I want this generation to hear me and understand me.  
 
Do you have someone in your life that challenges you? Do you have 
someone in your life who helps you see where you still need to grow?   
 
Small Groups (We’ll be talking about this in the Growth Track today) … 
You have to allow people into your lives – desire the change – desire to 
want what God wants for you.   
 
You need to ask questions –  
 
Like a little child … questions, questions, questions – “Why?” … 
ultimately, “Where do babies come from?”  
 
Ask questions – it’s the way to find answers.  
 
Ask God – ask godly people – God has you where you are for a reason – 
it may be hard, but God wants you to grow in the particular area that you 
may be struggling in right now.  
 
Each day try to be the best you can – where you are – with what you 
have.  
 

4. Stay humble 



 
Romans 12:3-5 – Because of the privilege and authority God has given 
me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you 
really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring 
yourselves by the faith God has given us.  Just as our bodies have many 
parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We 
are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.  
 
When you look at yourself and measure yourself against anything or 
anything, do it in a way that God wants – not in a way that will puff us up.  
 
If I compared my attendances with those of Billy Graham … or some 
pastor of some church in the 1000’s … I can get very discouraged –  
 
If I compare myself with someone who may be struggling with a small 
church in a small location – I can get proud.  
 
God measures things differently.   
 
Bro. Allen in Covington –  
 
Bro. Irby in Kirkland …  
 
Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking more of other people.  
 

5. Develop, use and excel in your gifts 
 
Romans 12:6-8 – In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing 
certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak 
out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving 
others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to 
encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God 
has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if 
you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.  
 
Growth Track Step 3 …   
 
Use what you have. Do you know what you have?  
 
When I was called to preach – I had the opportunity to preach in the 
Nursing Home – just west of here … guy with a huge fly swatter … 
people smoking while I’m preaching … talking out loud …  
 
Preached there many times.  
 



If I had not done that, I probably would have never planted churches and 
come to this place to preach today.   
 
What gifts do you have? Develop what you have!  
 
Your first small group is usually not a big one – “small” – There may be 
times when no on signs up …  
 
Sharon and I tried to do something a few years ago – most people we 
wanted to meet with never showed up – some weeks the only people 
that were here were people who didn’t want to come to our church or any 
church … we really felt like we were failing and missing the mark –  
 
If you’ve tried to do something and it didn’t seem to work – don’t give up 
– try it again or try something else! Those are the only choices you have. 
Quitting is not an option – God has gifted you and called you, so quitting 
is not an option!  
 
“A man’s gifts will make room for him.”  
 
Don’t give up. Don’t give up seeking what God has – how He has gifted 
you – developing how He wants to use you.  
 

6. Practice godly character 
 
Romans 12:9-15 – Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. 
Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with 
genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. Never be 
lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our 
confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s 
people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 
hospitality.   

Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God 
will bless them. Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with 
those who weep. 
 
If you throw away your character, you throw away your impact.  
 
Many great leaders have lost their ability to impact people’s lives 
because they have lost their character.  
 
We have to watch ourselves. I have seen so many great people fall that I 
absolutely know that there is no person who is above falling – no one 
here – including me.  
 
I have to watch myself all the time!  



 

7. Fight off cynicism, division and dishonor.  
 
Romans 12:16-18 – Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud 
to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!  

Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that 
everyone can see you are honorable. Do all that you can to live in peace 
with everyone.  
 
The enemy would love for us to become cynical … divisive … 
pessimistic.  
 
“That’s ridiculous! That idea is too big! Does he/she really believe that is 
going to happen!”  
 
Pessimists see everything as bad.  
Realists see good and bad.  
Optimists try to find the good in everything – the hope in everything – 
and everyone –  
 
Story of two kids at Christmas …  
 
We have to push away a cynical spirit – we have to believe that no 
matter what happens, we are not going to stop believing that God has a 
good plan!  
 
Back to Joseph … God meant it for good!  
 
Everyday invest your heart and your life for the purposes of God. If you 
do, you will grow.  
 
You will wake up one day and say, “I can’t believe what God has done!”  
 

- My vision of New Life old building being filled …  
 

- Pastor Nathan – driving through Indianapolis … at times it was in 
doubt … it’s coming to pass …  

 
If you have big dreams, God has placed them there for a reason –  
 
It’s not over. You’re not done. There is still something ahead of you. If 
you will grow and develop, God’s dreams for you will come true.  
 
 
Thanks to Church of the Highlands – Joshua Canizaro – 9/21/11 
 


