
Series: Never Stop  
October 2, 2016 
Message One: 

Grow or Die 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

Intro: Ephesians 4:11-16 – Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the 

church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and 
build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all 
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will 
be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of 
Christ.   

Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be 
tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be 
influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. He 
makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 
healthy and growing and full of love.  
 
Notice the word: RESPONSIBILITY 
 
MATURE 
 
It’s a blessing for us to be a part of a friendly church – we get this 
feedback all the time.  
 
This is a job description for Christians – this is what you’re called to do.  
 
How would you like to have a job without a job description? Confusion – 
what do I do? What is expected of me? What is the measurement of my 
success? What’s the win? 
 
Take for example working at Taco Bell … everything’s the same – just 
layered differently … how do you make the mystery meat?  
 
You’re saved – now what are you supposed to do?  
 
The cross invites us – and say, “Come here to die!”  
 
Leave being a slave to sin and become a slave to righteousness.  
 
Loving God is a really good thing – but loving God is entry level – it is the 
bottom rung of Christianity.  



 
Loving God is our reaction to the cross …  
 
It’s awesome that you love God – but look at the job description – look at 
the fine print – there is more!  
 
Jesus is saying, “I have something for you to be! I have things for you to 
do!”  
 
Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  
 
We are His masterpiece! He is preparing some things for us to do! It’s 
time for us to grow and do what He calls us to do.  
 
How do we get there?  
 

Big Idea: The Goal of our life is maturity in Christ.  
 
Ephesians 4:13 – This will continue until we all come to such unity in our 
faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, 
measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  
 
What are we on earth for? Right here – to attain the full measure of 
Christ. To find out what He calls us to do and do it.  
 
Greek – full to the uppermost – that which has been filled –  
 
Paul is saying, “Chase after the fullness of Christ – chase after who He 
has made you to be.”  
 
The word would also be used for a ship that is leaving port with 
everything it needs to reach its destination.  
 
That’s what God wants for us!  
 
Another word that is used here is the word for, “It is finished!”  
 
Jesus completed His task – He did His job – now He’s ready for us to do 
ours!  Are you going for that? Do you know what your purpose is?  
 
If you plant fruit trees – you’re not going to get fruit the next day – it can 
take years for that tree to full develop and bear fruit – but when it does, 
the tree becomes full of fruit …  
 



As you grow and reach new levels in your walk with Christ, you will see 
more and more fruit of the Spirit and fruit of godly growth in your life.  
 

Immaturity is our deadliest trap.  
 
Immaturity is a sin magnet.  
 
Ephesians 4:14 – Then we will no longer be immature like children. We 
won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will 
not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they 
sound like the truth.  
 
Don’t you hate it when people lie to you? Immaturity causes us to fall for 
the lies of our spiritual enemy …  
 
Wasn’t life great when we were kids and we had no responsibility …  
 
That can be fun for a while, but can also get us into a lot of trouble! …  
 

- Baseball player who just died – a little bit of irresponsibility –  
- Documentary about the 60’s – people just wanting to have fun – 

eventually you have to make money – how do you do that? You 
serve others – It’s an ethical thing -  

 
Ask a kid, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”  You’ll get all 
kinds of answers…  
 
Randy, Jr. changed his mind several times … there came a point when I 
pushed him too hard …  
 
We can do that – but there also come a time when we have to grow up, 
we have to mature – we have to do what God has prepared for us to do.   
 
Our kids have grown up – get jobs – realize how much money is coming 
out of their checks – they’ve been doing their own taxes – that’s maturity!  
It’s not always fun – but we don’t want to go back into childhood either! If 
your growth stagnates you miss out of some great things in life!  
 
How do you know if you’re struggling with immaturity?  
 

- If you’ll follow anybody 
 

If your boundary lines are moving lines 
 

- If you need someone to validate you  
 



How many people do you go to looking for the answer you want to hear?  
 

- You’re always justifying your actions 
 
“I did that because …”  
 

- Over-spiritualizing everything –  
 
“That’s the girl …”  fourteen times in the past two years …  
“God told me to marry this person … God told me to divorce this person.”  
 
The other side – “The devil said this – did that – made me do that!”  
 
The devil is not omni-present …  
 
If you stay trapped by immaturity, you will always have sin magnets in 
your life.  
 
How to get beyond immaturity -  
 
Jesus is your model for maturity.  
 
3 Tips –  
 

1. We mature by receiving from God 
 
John 17:24 – Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with 
me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because 
you loved me even before the world began! 
 
Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  
 
Remember – He made you His masterpiece – We don’t often feel like 
that – life is hard – we go through struggles – but we have to receive 
from God – we have to know what God wants to give us –  
 
Ephesians 1  
 

- Blessed with every spiritual blessing 
- Chosen in Christ before the creation of the world before we knew 

we needed Him 
- Destined for adoption as His children – you were made for this – 

you were born to be His child – you have to receive this 



- Grace has been freely bestowed on you – drenched you with His 
grace – you have to receive this 

- With wisdom & insight He has made known His mysteries 
 

2. We mature by pursuing God.  
 
Luke 2:52 – Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and all the people.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  
 
Find out what pleases God –  
 
Pursue His plan for your life – what is it? Are you discovering it?  
 
Worship Team return 
 

3. We mature by submitting to God.  
 
“Maturity is the willingness to accept responsibility.” – unknown  
 
Luke 22:42 – “Father, if you are willing, please take this cup of suffering 
away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.”  
 
If we focus on maturity – our calling will find us.   
 
Ephesians 2:10 – For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  
 
He has prepared you to do things – Pursue Christ – His plan – His 
purpose – discovered in His Word – you will know what God wants you 
to do.  
 
It’s an incredible place to be when “No, God” is taken out of your 
vocabulary, and “Yes God” is all you say.  
 
And what a wonderful place it is to be when we find ultimate fulfillment by 
knowing and doing what God wants for us.  
 
Communion –  
 
Closing Song – I Surrender/ I Surrender All 
 



Altar prayer time -  
 
 
Thanks to Mark Pettus – Church of the Highlands – 5-18-11 
 


