
Series: The Plan 
September 25, 2016 
Message Four:   

Making a Difference 
Psalm 139:13-14 

 

Intro: This month we have been talking about The Plan –  

 
We have been introducing the New Life Growth Track –  
 
1 – Know God  
2 – Find Freedom  
3 – Discover Purpose 
4 – Make a Difference 
 
Today I want to focus in on those last two - We want to help you 
understand that God has a destiny for you. We all know that there is a 
reason for our existence – what does God want us to do? This is what 
this step is all about.  
 
THREE REFERENCE POINTS OF GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE 
 

1. He made you – Personality 
 
Psalm 139:13-14 NIV - For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 
 
That applies to you! You are fearfully and wonderfully made! Thank God 
for how He has made you! His design for you is your purpose for your 
life!  
 

2. He gifts you – Spiritual gifts 
 
Ephesians 4:7 – However, he has given each one of us a special gift 
through the generosity of Christ.  
 
Because He is generous, He gives you specific gifts!  
 

3. He places you – Opportunities 
 
God gives you opportunities throughout your life!  
 
Romans 8:28 – And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called according to 

his purpose for them.  



 
Colossians 1:9-12 - So we have not stopped praying for you since we 
first heard about you. We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his 
will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. Then the way 
you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will 
produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn 
to know God better and better.   

We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious 
power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May 
you be filled with joy, always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to 
share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. 
 
As part of GT Step 3 – you are given a Personality Assessment -  
 
Are you extroverted or are you introverted? Are you task oriented or are 
you people oriented?  
 
Knowing this will help you know how God has wired you – it will help you 
be open to the gifts He has given you and where and how you can be 
used in those gifts!  
 
Just like real life change happens in the context of relationships – 
through our Small Groups – Your greatest fulfillment in life will happen 
when you discover what your purpose is! Find out how God has wired 
you – how God has gifted you – begin to use those gifts to bring others 
to Know God, Find Freedom, Discover their Purpose and Make a 
Difference – and you are going to be having the time of your life!  
 
If I said, “After this service, we are going to be having a meeting 
tomorrow, I could use your help – if anyone could stick around, we need 
to stack the chairs up, clear the room out, get ready for tomorrow.” Some 
people will start barking out orders. Take over – take charge – if you 
don’t know what to do, you make it up as you go.  
 
Some will be excited because I just gave you permission for a party! 
We’re going to stick around and have fun! You have no problem talking 
to total strangers – you’re going to meet new friends!  
 
Someone else is going to be frustrated – other people have caused a lot 
of commotion – you are looking for someone to tell you when, where and 
how to get the job done. You want clear directions.  
 
Someone else has developed a chart – the number of chairs on each 
stack have to be exact. “No no no!!  Not 8 chairs – 9 chairs!”  
 



If you know how you are wired – AND know how the people who are 
working with you, serving with you, LIVING WITH YOU are wired – it can 
help you get along better!  
 
This is not an exact science – it is a tool to help us discover a little bit 
more about our personality.  
 
There is more than just personality – there are spiritual gifts!  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 14:1a, 12b – … you should also desire the special 

abilities the Spirit gives… seek those that will strengthen the whole 
church.  
 

1. The Holy Spirit is God’s primary gift. 
 
We receive the Holy Spirit when we are born again –  
 
Every follower of Christ receives the presence of the Holy Spirit, giving 
them the strength and wisdom to trust Christ and follow Him. God gives 
gifts to every person to enable them to serve Him and others.  
 
While not required for salvation, many believers also experience a 
“baptism” in the Holy Spirit, accompanied by “praying in the Spirit,” or 
praying in a language previously unlearned and unknown by the person 
receiving this gift – this is an awesome blessing!  
 

2. God’s Spirit works in us to produce fruit and steward gifts.  
 

3. Displaying his fruit and using his gifts result in greater works 
through us to reach others.  
 

It begins with Jesus becoming Lord of your life. If He is not Lord of your 
life, we can’t really use these gifts as He intended.  
 
Sometimes people want to be used in gifts without really following Christ, 
and they fall short. If you haven’t yet surrendered to the Lordship of 
Christ, do it today!   
 
If you have, apply yourself to learning about spiritual gifts.  
 
Spiritual gifts are not personality traits – 2 different things and in the GT 
we will help people understand both! They are not titles or positions 
although they may lead to titles and positions. Gifts are not self-
promoting – they are not about us. God gives them to us so that we can 
use them for Him and point people toward Him!  
 



Ask the Lord to grow your spiritual gifts.  
 
Ask the Lord to give you whatever He has for you – any gift and every 
gift – if your desire is for God to use you – be open to any and every gift 
that He has to give so that more people can be pointed to Him!   
 
You may be surprised – you may already be operating in a spiritual gift 
and not know it!  
 
Some have been in churches where they have been taught not to believe 
in spiritual gifts …  
 
Some have been in churches where if someone doesn’t speak in 
tongues in a service, they don’t believe there are any spiritual gifts 
operating. Neither one of these views are extremes that are in error.  
 
There are so many gifts – most of them are not verbal – and most are 
not demonstrated in the main service – If God has given you a spiritual 
gift, you can use it all during the week – and you can use it in a way that 
changes people’s lives – and they don’t even know it’s a spiritual gift that 
you are using to bless them!  
 
Actually in 1

st
 Corinthians 14 Paul said to be very careful about using 

tongues and interpretations in public meetings where unbelievers were 
present so that they wouldn’t be scared off! A lot of people have 
misunderstood that! Some gifts are clearly to be used among believers – 
others are given so that we can bring others to Christ!  
 
We encourage all the gifts and we are committed to every gift being used 
in the time and place and in the manner that will draw people to Christ! 
It’s not about us! We ENCOURAGE you that if you feel you have a word 
to share in our services, make that known to one of our leaders so that it 
can be scripturally tested, and then shared with everyone present with a 
word of confirmation and in a time and in a way that people won’t be 
distracted from coming to Christ!  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 14:3 – But one who prophesies strengthens others, 

encourages them, and comforts them.  
 
1

st
 Corinthians 14:39-40 - So, my dear brothers and sisters, be eager to 

prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking in tongues. But be sure that 
everything is done properly and in order.  
 
ANYTHING we do that distracts people from coming to Christ is not in 
the plan of the Holy Spirit!   
 



If we don’t serve in quality – clean buildings, great setups, well 
maintained buildings and grounds, quality music, video & tech 
presentations, great coffee – everything we do should be done to the 
glory of God – if we know what our gift is, we are going to be good at it – 
we are going to enjoy working at it to make it better – because the goal in 
using it is to bring others to Christ!  
 
We are not going to be perfect – we are going to be imperfect – we are 
going to be flawed – but we want to continue to know what our gifts are 
and work at using them to the best of our ability so that we can know the 
joy of that gift playing a part in helping people come to KNOW GOD 
through Jesus Christ!  
 
If we are trying to serve in the wrong gift, we won’t enjoy it, we won’t be 
good at it, and it will distract others from coming to Christ!  
 
Once we help you to discover your personality type & spiritual gift, we 
want to help you find a place where you can serve and love what you are 
doing because it matches your gift! We have opportunities for everyone 
to serve RIGHT NOW! There are ministries we would like to start – some 
are ministries where we certainly need more gifted people like you! 
Some have a fixed schedule – some have a flexible schedule.  
 
You see – this is my gift –  
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 - Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: 
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and 
teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and 
build up the church, the body of Christ. 
 
My ministry gift is to help you discover and lead you into your ministry 
gift!  
 
When you are a part of one of our ministry dream teams, you will make a 
difference as you:  
 

1. Connect with new people.  
 
The friendliness is what connects a lot of people here. It may be what 
connected you – now you can be a part of connecting others. Regardless 
of what team you may end up serving on, our common goal is to 
introduce people to a new life in Christ. We want people to live out a full 
life in Christ –  
 
That’s why we do EVERYTHING we do - …  

- Admin Team 



- Communion Team 
- Outreach Team 
- Facilities Team - Maintenance 
- Hospitality Teams 
- Growth Track Team 
- New Life Kids Team 
- Student Ministries Team 
- Worship Team 
- Café Team 
- Check-In Team 
- Legacy Team 
- Parking Team 
- Prayer Team 
- Tech Team 
- Set Up Teams 
- Small Group Leadership Team 
- Deacon Team 
- Pastoral Care Team 
- Upward Team 

 
It is not just a task – everything is ministry –  
 
People matter to God, so they matter to us.  
 
We want to look out for the person who comes through the doors every 
week. Each week new people walk through our doors – and on a team 
you have an opportunity to impact their lives for Christ.  
 
Romans 15:7 – Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted 
you so that God will be given glory.  
 

2. Build relationships with my team. 
 
You may be a greeter – develop relationships with others on the team! 
You extend yourself – you extend your hand – your heart – don’t wait for 
someone else to do it. Don’t say, “Those people on that team are not 
friendly!” – What are you doing to break the ice and make friends? 
 
Real life change happens and real leaders are developed when we take 
a step toward intentional relationships. Life change happens in the 
context of relationships.  
 
Every team has a leader with this desire – connect with your team leader 
– meet them for breakfast, lunch, coffee, ice cream – develop 
relationships – it will change your life and your friendship will change 
their life as well.  



 
Everyone has something to gain and everyone has something to give! 
It’s wonderful to make a difference with other people!  
 
Friend one another on facebook – follow one another on Twitter – be a 
part of each other’s lives! This is a wonderful way to keep in touch with 
one another in a very busy life!  
 
Work hard to remember each other’s names! I look at those tags! I cheat! 
Then I TRY to remember – work at it – it’s worth it!  
 
Have you ever been impressed when someone remembered your 
name? It will be the same when you remember theirs!  
 
Philippians 1:4-5 – Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you 
with joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News 
about Christ from the time you first heard it until now.  
 
We are partnered with Christ to reach people! He has chosen us to make 
a difference!  
 

3. Empower others.  
 
Empower simply means to make each other stronger – better – We want 
to strengthen each other. It’s what the gifts of the spirit are for!  
 
We are a people of purpose, working together on purpose.  
 
The purpose is not shaking a hand or pouring some coffee, fixing 
something that’s broken, cleaning up a spill – not even rocking a baby – 
the purpose is to get people closer to Christ!  
 
We work together at this on purpose!  
 
WE make our team stronger when we show up on time! Meet together 
before you serve. Pray together. Lift up each other’s needs. It brings 
unity. Find out what the play for the day is, then go run that play!  
 
Make prayer the foundation of every ministry and the foundation of your 
relationships with one another!  
 
Colossians 1:28 – So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and 
teaching everyone with all the wisdom God has given us. We want to 
present them to God, perfect in their relationship to Christ.  
 
It’s JESUS we are proclaiming through everything we do!  



 
4. Celebrate the wins.  

 
This is testimony! Share what happened to you – celebrate and rejoice 
when you hear what God is doing in other people’s lives!  
 
When we post good news – like – share – retweet!  
 
The biggest win is when someone gives their lives to Christ! This is why 
each person does what they do!  
 
This is why the set up people … maintenance people … custodial people 
… admin team … pastoral care … small group leaders …  
 
Luke 15:10 – In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s 
angels when even one sinner repents. 
 
Rejoicing IN THE PRESENCE! Who is rejoicing? If we are to be like Him, 
then we are to be rejoicing when people come to Christ! It’s what we are 
all about!  
 
Each person is an individual. Each number is somebody. We don’t get 
caught up in the number – we may report the number to help the 
celebration – but we get caught up in the person.  
 
Each person has a story – you have a story –  
 
Think of what brought you here – have you brought someone else? What 
are you passionate about?  
 
When you serve, you will begin to see people in a new way. You won’t 
just be passing people in the lobby on your way to the Worship Center, 
you will begin to see each one as souls that Christ died for, you will be 
LOOKING for ways to make a difference in people’s lives – you will get 
to know their name – you will be making a difference in their lives!  
 
You will see them as Christ sees them!  
 
It’s is all about moving people one step closer to Christ.  
 
In Step 4 of the NLGT, we want to orient you to a ministry that 
corresponds with your gifting.  You can get started doing what God has 
called and gifted you to do – fulfilling your purpose.  
 
Come and find out about our Leadership Commitment & Honor Code for 
servants & leaders.  



 
It only takes faith to be a follower of Christ – no other requirements – but 
when you step into a place of ministry and influence, people will follow 
you – their lifestyle will follow yours – this is why we ask our Dream 
Team members to agree to the Honor Code.  
 
You may have to ask yourself – is hanging on to something more 
important than serving Christ and influencing others to follow Him? 
That’s a step of growth for you!  
 
First step – is to be a follower of Christ – get water baptized if you’re not 
– it’s the first step of obedience to Christ- - if this is where we want to get 
people, we have to get there first.  
 
It’s the wedding band of Christianity – doesn’t make us saved – but 
shows everyone that we have accepted Christ.  
 
Conclude with Upward “40 Laps” video –  
 
Worship Team come up during video –  
I Will Follow – Start with the chorus – just the chorus and maybe 
one verse.  


