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Message One: 

God’s Plan is for Good! 
Genesis 37:1-11 

 
Mynewlife 
Offering 
Growth Track 
Biking for the Border 
 

Intro: One of the most famous speeches ever delivered is the “I Have a 

Dream” speech my Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Almost everyone has 
heard of that speech and knows of his dream.  
 
Young people often have dreams for greatness!  
 
In the Bible, there was a man named Joseph who had a dream. He was 
only 17 years old.  
 
Do you have a dream? Do you have a dream for your personal life? You 
are never too young and never too old to have a dream. You are never at 
a place where life has passed you by so that you can’t change some 
things in order to have an influence and affect destiny.  
 
Bellefontaine – Clarence Angle – 73 years old – new Christian – donated 
the property the church sits on today. He changed his life – affected 
destiny – his gift is still affecting others today!  
 
You need to know God’s dream and plan for your life  
 

Big Idea: God wants you to be involved in His plan!  
 
We’re going to be talking about this all month –  
 
Simply by being here today, you are involved in this church – You are not 
here by accident today. God has a plan!  
 
Every one of us should pray and ask God to give us the dream, the plan 
that He has for our lives – and how that fits into His plan for our church 
family together. 
 
What Joseph experienced with his dreams teaches us 3 truths about 
God’s dreams for us – God’s plan for us.  
 



1. The Plan may bring Adversity 
 
Genesis 37:1-11 - So Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan, where 
his father had lived as a foreigner.  

This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was 
seventeen years old, he often tended his father’s flocks. He worked for 
his half brothers, the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah and Zilpah. But 
Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were 
doing.   

Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because 
Joseph had been born to him in his old age. So one day Jacob had a 
special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. But his brothers hated 
Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of them. They 
couldn’t say a kind word to him.   

One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers 
about it, they hated him more than ever. “Listen to this dream,” he said.  
“We were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. Suddenly my bundle 
stood up, and your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before 
mine!”   

His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, do 
you? Do you actually think you will reign over us?” And they hated him all 
the more because of his dreams and the way he talked about them.   

Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers 
about it. “Listen, I have had another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, 
and eleven stars bowed low before me!”   

This time he told the dream to his father as well as to his 
brothers, but his father scolded him. “What kind of dream is that?” he 
asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow 
to the ground before you?” But while his brothers were jealous of 
Joseph, his father wondered what the dreams meant.  
 
Joseph had dreams – but they came with adversity – God has a plan – 
but it sometimes comes with adversity.  
 
After this – Joseph’s brothers sold him as a slave – told his father he was 
killed –  

- Joseph in Potiphar’s house …  
- tempted …  
- then in prison …  
- interpreted dreams that came to pass …  
- one man restored to his high position …  
- forgot about Joseph …  
- Joseph in prison 7 years …  
- Finally the Pharoah had a dream …  
- Joseph becomes the leader – saved the nation – ultimately his 

family -  
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Adversity – hard times – trouble – but the dream was still there – God’s 
plan was still there –  
 
God meant it all for good!  
 
All of our dreams are not realized in a short amount of time. All of God’s 
plans don’t come about quickly. We have to stay faithful – we have to 
keep believing no matter what adversity – no matter how hard things get 
– no matter if we don’t see any evidence that God’s plan is coming to 
pass.  
 
We have to believe in God’s plan and believe it is for our good!  
 

- Joseph’s brothers envied him –  
 
To envy others, what their life looks like, that is not part of God’s plan –  
 
Proverbs 14:30 – A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is 
like cancer in the bones. 
 
1

st
 Cor. 13 – Love does not … envy …  

 
Galatians 5:26 – Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, 
or be jealous of one another.  
 
Saul got jealous of David and it drove him mad.  
 
The Jewish leaders envied Jesus because He had bigger crowds – they 
couldn’t see God’s plan because they were blinded by envy and 
jealousy.  
 
They began to hate him – sought to kill him – just as Joseph’s brothers.  
 
What if they took Joseph’s blessings away from him? How would that 
benefit them?  
 
How does it benefit us if others are not blessed? Why envy their 
blessings?  
 
All of this led to adversity for Joseph – and if God has a plan for you, and 
He begins to work that plan in your life, some may envy, be jealous – 
some may try to stop God’s plan – Discouragement in your own 
circumstances may try to hinder God’s plan –  
 



Adversity often comes with God’s plan – but you don’t get something for 
nothing! Reaching a goal and fulfilling the desire God places within us 
may take a lot of hard work – we may pray for a miracle and God gives 
us something to do!  
 
It may seem like life is an uphill battle every day – often we feel as if 
nothing is going the way we thought it would or it should – But we have 
to keep going – if we don’t, we will never see the fulfillment of God’s plan 
for us.  
 
Proverbs 24:10 – If you fail under pressure, your strength is too small. 
 

2. God’s Plan will bring Observers 
 
How many times have we seen people walking across America … biking 
across America … raising awareness – they’ve got a big plan and people 
notice!  
 
People watch huge sports events …  
 
These athletes have big goals – and they are so fixated and working so 
hard at their goals that they are attracting attention – drawing crowds!  
 
Joseph’s father noticed his dreams. Possibly one of the reasons he 
grieved so much when he thought Joseph was dead was because he felt 
the dreams were lost.  
 
(Ron Goldman’s dad … spoke of his dreams … all lost.) 
 
Some here have lost children – I can’t imagine it – Others in my family 
have experienced it … no one who has not experienced that could 
possibly understand the pain of that loss.  
 
But Jacob observed Joseph’s dream and he never forgot it! He pondered 
and remembered all that Joseph said. He began to reflect on how all this 
might fit into God’s plan, even though he initially rebuked Joseph – a little 
bit of pride.  
 
When Jacob learned of Joseph’s dreams he pondered the matter in his 
heart – even as Mary pondered Jesus’ words in her heart –  
 
When Jesus was in the Temple at age 12 … Jesus must be about His 
Father’s business … working His Father’s plan …  
 
Mary “kept all these sayings in her heart” –  
 



My mother remembers things I said as a child … things I’ve forgotten … 
she observed me as I grew – as I moved toward various goals – as God 
called me into the ministry –  
 
My parents have been a part of the whole thing – the whole journey –  
 
If you think about what God wants to do through this church family – 
others will begin to think about it too – observers will come –  
 
A great plan draws a crowd.  
 
Mary knew what the angels had told her – but there was still so much 
she didn’t know … At His death, she may have thought it was all gone …  
 
Joseph knew the dreams … He didn’t know how they were going to be 
fulfilled.  
 
That’s the deal – we may get some insight into God’s plan – for us, our 
family, our church – but we may not know how it is all going to come 
about!  
 
We may not know every stop along the journey – nor every joy!  
 
If God has given you a dream – don’t give up on it!  
 
We know God has a plan – we are not giving up on it!  
 
People are observing us – people in this community know about this 
church – you are known – this family is known – we will make mistakes – 
everything may not come about the way we think it will - but we won’t 
give up on God’s plan!  
 

3. God’s Plan Builds Faith 
 
When you have a goal – and you ponder that goal – you plan out how 
you are going to achieve that goal – the more you dwell on it, the more 
you believe you can actually get it done!  
 
That is faith growing!  
 
Joseph’s dreams were God-given.  
 
If we are going to see a plan come together, it must be God’s plan – I 
believe the rest of this month you’ll see how God has given us a plan 
according to His Word.  
 



What God wants to do cannot be birthed from our selfish motives.  
 
Do we want to build a church, or do we want to build people? If we build 
people, He will build His Church!   
 
I want everyone here to be involved in building up other people – that’s 
what God has given us gifts for! We’re going to be talking about that later 
in the month!  
 
God gives us gifts to build one another up – including those who aren’t 
even here yet – not a part of this family yet –but they are coming!  
 
Joseph told about his dreams! I’m going to talk about God’s plans! I 
believe you should be talking about God’s plans all over this community! 
I want to share some things with you this month about the plan of God 
that you can take and share with everyone you know – family – friends – 
co-workers – God has a plan for them – part of that plan is for you to tell 
them – and invite them!   
 
Business people are always selling their product – it may be annoying 
sometimes, but the most successful don’t stop talking about it – they just 
figure out how to do it without the pressure – that’s what we need to do!  
 
Politicians are always talking about their plans! Our plan is MUCH better 
than theirs!  
 
We already talked about adversity coming with the plan – but adversity 
builds faith.  
 
If Joseph only looked at what was happening to him, he would have lost 
all faith. He would have lost all hope. But his trust was not in what was 
happening around him, or if he could see the plan coming to pass – His 
trust was in God!  
 
Our trust is not in the plan – or whether or not we see it working – our 
trust is in the God who has given us the plan in His Word!  
 
We need to understand that God will work out His plan whether or not we 
actually see it all and no matter what obstacles we face!  
 
Worship Team return cue 
 
Romans 8:28 – And we know that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who love God and are called according to 
his purpose for them.  
 



I had big dreams in running- I did ok – but I was hampered by injuries. 
Thankfully, I had a coach who quoted that Scripture to me over and over 
again.  
 
Romans 8:29 – For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them 
to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters.  
 
God knows us and has a plan for us!  
 
Even when the circumstances look hopeless, the believer can have 
confidence that God knows what He is doing and that He is working out 
His perfect will through our lives!  
 
2

nd
 Timothy 1:12 – That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not 

ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return.   
 

Concl: Do you have a dream? Do you know that God has a plan for 

your life?  
 
Next Steps –  
 

- Growth Track begins today 
- Don’t miss any Sunday morning service this month – hear this 

whole plan  
- Bring someone with you this month!  

 
God wants you involved in His plan!  

- There will be adversity 
- The plan will bring observers 
- The plan will build faith.  

 
If the plan is of God, and we are willing to do what must be done – 
sacrifice – then the dream will be fulfilled – even as Joseph’s dreams 
came to pass.  
 
But first, before you see your part in the big plan, you must take the first 
step.  
 
Put your faith in Jesus …  
 
Closing Song: I Will Follow - Jason Ingram, Reuben Morgan, and 
Chris Tomlin 


