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Intro: Knowing & Trusting – What do you know & who do you trust? 

 
Everything in the Scripture is intended to point us toward the Kingdom of 
God.  
 
This world is not our home.  
 
Philippians 3:20 - But we are citizens of heaven…  
 
Hebrews 11:10 - …Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city 
with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God.  
 
Hebrews 11:13-16 - … They agreed that they were foreigners and 
nomads here on earth… looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland.  
 

- God created people with the intent to have pure, unadulterated 
fellowship with Him – for our benefit, not for His 

- People disobeyed – gave up – walked out on the agreement – 
and as a result that connection was separated.  

- Everything in human existence since has been an attempt to 
regain that initial purpose.  

- People often try to regain that connection in so many ways other 
than the way God has provided –  

o Drugs, sex, money, power, all kinds of various religious 
practices, seeking the supernatural, always seeking 
something beyond us 

- God has always tried to regain that connection by revealing 
Himself to people 

o Noah 
o Abraham, Isaac & Jacob 
o The nation of Israel 



All of that was intended to be a pattern for the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
came to unveil, reveal the Kingdom of God. He came to illustrate it and 
to teach about it.  
 
This world is temporary – EVERYTHING about this world is temporary.  
 
It’s all gonna burn –  
 
2

nd
 Peter 3:7 - And by the same word, the present heavens and earth 

have been stored up for fire. They are being kept for the day of 
judgment, when ungodly people will be destroyed.  
 
2

nd
 Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly as a 

thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very 
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything 
on it will be found to deserve judgment. 
 
Only our souls will remain – and God wants us restored to that original 
state of creation – where we will have pure, unadulterated connection 
with Him – and that is for our benefit – for our ultimate joy.  
 

Big Idea: God has always wanted you to know how to 
get back to His Kingdom!  
 
So He has made a way for that connection with God to be restored. If we 
receive it, we will be part of this Kingdom forever – if we don’t receive it, 
we will be eternally separated from God with never again a chance to 
regain the original state of fellowship with God that He intended us to 
have for our benefit.  
 
There have always been people who believed they had “special 
knowledge” – “special revelation” that no one else had. Knowledge 
beyond what Jesus brought and knowledge beyond what the disciples 
had –  
 
In this passage today, John is giving us the knowledge we need!  
 
I call this A Magnificent Education because this is the knowledge about 
God’s Kingdom that He wants us to know – and He has freely given us 
this knowledge!  
 
Free Education! This is it! The best education! A royal education!  
 

T.S.: 5 truths about the Kingdom of God:  

 

1. Jesus is the only way in.  



 
John 10:1-10 - “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a 
sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, must surely be a thief and 
a robber! But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize 
his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, 
and they follow him because they know his voice. They won’t follow a 
stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know his voice.”  

Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand 
what he meant, so he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I am the 
gate for the sheep. All who came before me were thieves and robbers. 
But the true sheep did not listen to them. Yes, I am the gate. Those who 
come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will 
find good pastures. The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. 
My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.  
 
This is the hard part for people to receive – for some reason, they want 
there to be many ways. They just cannot accept that Jesus is the only 
way.  
 
Maybe because they know that if they follow Jesus their lives will have to 
change – they will have to let Jesus in, let Him be Lord – they want to be 
their own Lord – they want to live their life their own way – so they look 
for other ways – others “gates” – but they are going to miss the plane!  
 
Jesus has said, “Here! Here I am! It’s me!” He’s made it plain – He’s 
made it obvious – many have not heard about this – many simply don’t 
want it to be this way –  
 
When I go to the airport, if I’m going to catch my plan they tell me what 
gate to go to – If I don’t get to that gate, I’ve missed the plan.  
 
Plane ticket with New Life Airlines  

 

2. Jesus is the Guide. 
 

John 10:11-13 - “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices 
his life for the sheep. A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. 
He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t 
their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. The 
hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and 
doesn’t really care about the sheep.  
 
Airline attendant video 



A shepherd is a guide … He leads the sheep – He finds pasture for the 
sheep – He feeds the sheep – He protects the sheep – but those sheep 
go nowhere without the guidance of the shepherd.   
 
Jesus is the guide to this restoration of God’s original plan -  
 
When I go someplace I’ve never been before, it’s great to have a guide!  
 
Northern Ireland – friends have shown us around –  
 
Picture with Hadden Wilson 
 
But, when Sharon and I were there by ourselves … trying to get to 
Randy’s concert one Sunday night … got off track …  
 
When we were in London – stayed about an hour outside of London … 
wanted to take the train into London – about an hour … took the train the 
wrong direction …  
 
Picture of Sharon and I at train station 
 
People will be a lot worse off than this if they don’t accept Jesus as their 
Guide to the Kingdom of God!  
 
We saw Buckingham Palace –  
 
Picture  
 
But Queen Elizabeth put together a book for her 90

th
 birthday – in that 

book she said, “Jesus is the King I serve!”  
 
France-  trying to find the Tyson’s …  
 
Picture 
 
When in Germany … trying to understand the map and figure out where 
we were going …  
 
If we are going to get back to the Kingdom God originally designed for us 
to live in – we’ve got to accept Jesus as our guide!  
 

3. Jesus sacrificed His life to make this possible.  
 
John 10:14-18 - “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and 
they know me, just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I 
sacrifice my life for the sheep. I have other sheep, too, that are not in this 



sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there 
will be one flock with one shepherd.  

“The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it 
back again. No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For 
I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up 
again. For this is what my Father has commanded.”  
 
He sacrificed first His life in heaven …  
 
Then He sacrificed His life on this earth … describe the cross 

 
John 10:19-21 - When he said these things, the people were again 
divided in their opinions about him. Some said, “He’s demon possessed 
and out of his mind. Why listen to a man like that?” Others said, “This 
doesn’t sound like a man possessed by a demon! Can a demon open the 
eyes of the blind?”   
 

4. When we believe this, knowledge about the 
Kingdom of God is opened up to us.  

 
 John 10:22-27 - It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the 
time of Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. He was in the Temple, 
walking through the section known as Solomon’s Colonnade. The people 
surrounded him and asked, “How long are you going to keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”  

Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe me. 
The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. But you don’t believe me 
because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me.  
 
There is no other “special knowledge” –  
 
Many people today are trying to get some kind of special spiritual 
knowledge beyond what the Scriptures reveal –  

- Mormonism  
- Islam  
- Jehovah’s Witnesses 
- Hinduism 
- Taoism 
- All others – believing in these faiths requires one to believe a 

supernatural knowledge beyond the Bible - 
 
If anyone has a knowledge that claims to have information beyond the 
Bible - run from them! When we believe in Jesus, all the knowledge of 
the Kingdom of God is opened up to us, and we need no other 
knowledge – anything else is false!  



 
School – Teacher gives you the information you need – another student 
comes along and says, “Hey, I can help.” – they give you a bunch of 
other stuff the teacher never talked about – you get confused and end up 
flunking the test!  
 
Stick with the teaching of the Teacher! Stick with Jesus! Stick with the 
knowledge He gives! Because He is the Son of God and He came to get 
us back to the Kingdom!  
 

5. When we believe, we receive eternal life.  
 
John 10:28-30 - I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one can snatch them away from me, for my Father has given them to 
me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them 
from the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”  
 

- We are restored to that original plan 
- No one can change this – except us.  

 
Worship team return cue:  
 
John 10:31-40 - Once again the people picked up stones to kill 
him. Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many good works. 
For which one are you going to stone me?”  

They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for 
blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.”   
 

Jesus replied, “It is written in your own Scriptures that God said 
to certain leaders of the people, ‘I say, you are gods!’ And you know that 
the Scriptures cannot be altered. So if those people who received God’s 
message were called ‘gods,’ why do you call it blasphemy when I say, ‘I 
am the Son of God’? After all, the Father set me apart and sent me into 
the world. Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work. But if I 
do his work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works I have done, 
even if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understand that the 
Father is in me, and I am in the Father.”  

Once again they tried to arrest him, but he got away and left 
them. He went beyond the Jordan River near the place where John was 
first baptizing and stayed there awhile.  
 
These people thought the Kingdom of God was something of this earth. 
No – since mankind disobeyed and lost that pure, unadulterated 
fellowship with God, everything in this earth falls short of that ideal. We 
are trying to get back to that ideal and Jesus came to show us the way, 
open the door, and provide the way for us to get back to that original 



plan. It was His miracles, teaching, death and resurrection that brought 
this about and made it possible.  
 
They could not believe and called it blasphemy because they were 
looking only at the evidence provided in this world – they were only 
looking at the science, if you will. They could not see beyond the physical 
realm –  
 
So, they remained blind to the eternal reality that Jesus was trying to 
show them. They missed the opportunity for the eternal restoration.  
 
Anyone who only looks at the evidence of this world – anyone who only 
looks at the science of this world – anyone who only looks at what the 
realm of this world can show them – will miss the eternal reality and the 
eternal restoration of pure, unadulterated fellowship with God.  
 
But there were a few:  
 
John 10:41-42 - And many followed him. “John didn’t perform miraculous 
signs,” they remarked to one another, “but everything he said about this 
man has come true.” And many who were there believed in Jesus.  
 
 
Final thought: No amount of opposition will ever change the truth!  
 
You can believe in Jesus today.  


