TURN THE CORNER … TO WATER 

BAPTISM  -  YOUR PUBLIC CONFESSION! 

What is Water Baptism?  When and how am I to be baptized?  Why am I to be baptized?  What’s the point?  What’s the purpose?  

These are all great questions!  Water Baptism is a key element of the Christian faith.  In this chapter we want to help you understand the blessing and significance it can be to your life! 

You may find it interesting to know that water baptism was something that took place even before Christianity began.  It was a part of the Jewish faith.  It was a symbol of cleansing, when a person TURNED THE CORNER in their life - when they decided that they would change their heart, be obedient to their faith, and turn from one way of life to a new way of living.  People who were not Jews by birth, but began to believe and follow the faith of the Jews would make this change public by being baptized in water.  

In the Christian faith, and in the Scriptures, we notice that John the Baptist baptized people unto repentance.  They were changing their way of life, turning from sin.  Then, Jesus came on the scene and He was baptized Himself by John.  Jesus had no sin to repent of, He was the perfect Son of God, but He said to John, “It must be done, because we must do everything that is right.”  -  Matthew 3:15

Being a Christian means being like Jesus.  So, it’s very simple:  I want to be like Jesus.  I want to do what Jesus did.  I want to live like Jesus lived.  So, if Jesus said He needed to be baptized to do everything that is right, then I need to be baptized to do everything that is right.  

A great pastor friend of mine, John Walker, used to say that “Water baptism is the OUTWARD PROFESSION of an INWARD POSSESSION!”  In other words, we don’t get baptized in water in order to get saved, or to receive eternal life.  We get baptized in water to follow Jesus and obey His command to make a public confession of our faith.  We are outwardly telling the world what Jesus Christ has done for us on the inside!  He has washed us, cleansed us and changed us!  

Jesus said, “If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will openly acknowledge that person before my Father in heaven. But if anyone denies me here on earth, I will deny that person before my Father in heaven.”  -  Matthew 10:32,33

That’s the purpose of water baptism.  When you are baptized in water you are testifying to everyone that you are forgiven and a follower of Jesus!  This is also the reason we don’t baptize infants.  We dedicate infants to the Lord, as Samuel and Jesus were presented unto the Lord for dedication (See 1st Samuel 1:10-11, 24-28 & Luke 2:22, 25-34).  It is a dedication of the parents, family and church family committing themselves to raising this child to follow Christ.  Water baptism is reserved for those who are old enough to understand and make their own decision to follow Christ.  

How are we baptized?  By immersion.  The New Testament was written mostly in the Greek language, and the word that is translated baptism literally means to be immersed, to be soaked, to be saturated!  I don’t want to offend anyone and I am not interested in arguments.  I don’t think this should be the cause of any argument.  The word simply means to be immersed and if you are going to be baptized, then you are going to be immersed!   

Matthew 3:16 tells us of Jesus’ baptism - After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water.  

In the Book of Acts, Philip, the Evangelist, baptized a new follower of Jesus Christ -  

Acts 8:36-39 -  As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?”  He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.


When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 

In each of these verses people go down into the water and come up out of the water - that’s baptism.  

Besides, there is tremendous symbolism in being totally immersed (dunked) in the water as you are baptized!  There is a message in this symbolic act for you and for all to see! 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome and really gave them the significance of being baptized in water.  It is an illustration, an object lesson, of the powerful change that has taken place in your life when you decide to follow Jesus and trust Him for the forgiveness of your sins.  

Paul said, Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more kindness and forgiveness? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? Or have you forgotten that when we became Christians and were baptized to become one with Christ Jesus, we died with him? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.


Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised as he was. Our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since we died with Christ, we know we will also share his new life. We are sure of this because Christ rose from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. He died once to defeat sin, and now he lives for the glory of God. So you should consider yourselves dead to sin and able to live for the glory of God through Christ Jesus.  - Romans 6:1-11

There it is!  It is a symbol of death and burial.  You don’t get this message through baptism any way unless you are immersed!  You have died to the way you used to live!  When you go down completely under the water, you can’t breathe - and it’s like you are being buried in the grave!  That person you used to be that always made the wrong choice - the choice of the sinful nature we talked about in Chapter One  - that person is dead because Jesus Christ has caused you to be born again and given you New Life!  You’ve TURNED THE CORNER!  You come back up out of the water like a person rising from the grave!  You’ve got a New Life!  That’s the public statement you are making as you obey Jesus and get baptized in water!  

You don’t have to sin anymore!  If you do, you can confess it and receive forgiveness - but you don’t have to sin and suffer its ill effects anymore! 

Jesus said in John 8:36   So if the Son sets you free, you will indeed be free. 

When Jesus was getting ready to leave the world He told His followers the primary things He wanted them to do.  

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  - Matthew 28:18-20  

When you are baptized you will be in water with someone who also follows Christ.  Most of the time it is a pastor, but sometimes it may be another leader in the church, or the friend or family member that influenced you to follow Christ.  That person will say something like, “Upon your profession of faith in the name of Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and Lord, I now baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”  Then they will help you down into the water and back up again!  What a tremendous testimony of your changed life!  It could not happen without Jesus!  

Please keep in mind, however, that water baptism is much more than just symbolism.  It is not meaningless ritual.  When we obey the Lord Jesus in the earliest days of our following Him, the Holy Spirit works in us to confirm the fact that Jesus has forgiven us and we are saved from the judgment of sin.  

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, - Ephesians 1:13  (New American Standard Version)

I believe that when people make public confession of their new faith in Jesus Christ through water baptism, the Holy Spirit has the opportunity to do this sealing work.  The Holy Spirit is with you to give you assurance of your salvation! 

I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal life.  - 1st John 5:13  

You don’t have to fear death.  You don’t have to fear the judgment of sin.  You don’t have to fear hell.  You don’t have to wonder what is going to happen to you after you die.  Let the Holy Spirit give you an assurance of your salvation.  Believe the Word of God.  Be obedient to all Jesus’ commands, including being baptized in water.  You will be sealed with the assurance that you have TURNED THE CORNER … to NEW LIFE!  

