TURN THE CORNER
Whether you have accepted Christ’s offer of eternal life, or whether you are still exploring, the greatest and most important decision you can ever make in your life is the decision to TURN THE CORNER.  Before having a relationship with Christ, each one of us is headed in the wrong direction. 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: 

For all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

 - Romans 3:23

How is it that we are all sinners? 

Genesis 1:26,27 says, Then God said, “Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves. They will be masters over all life—the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the livestock, wild animals, and small animals.”  So God created people in his own image; God patterned them after himself; male and female he created them.

The image of God does not mean we look like God.  We can see that we all look different.  But the image of God is in our nature.  We were created with a will, the ability to choose our own destiny, the ability to think in making those choices.  This is what separates people from the rest of the creation.  This is the image of God.  

And so, God gave people a choice - 

And the LORD God formed a man’s body from the dust of the ground and breathed into it the breath of life. And the man became a living person.


Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he placed the man he had created. And the LORD God planted all sorts of trees in the garden - beautiful trees that produced delicious fruit. At the center of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…


The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and care for it. But the LORD God gave him this warning: “You may freely eat any fruit in the garden except fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat of its fruit, you will surely die.”  -  Genesis 2:7-9,15-17

Most everyone knows “the rest of the story.”  Adam and Eve both made the choice God asked them not to make.  Think of it - every kind of fruit and vegetable you can imagine - maybe even some that have died out since then.  God did not ask something hard.  People had to have a choice to carry the image of God - to be a creation who would have a relationship with God by his own choice.  So, God gave a choice.  Just don’t eat of one tree.  But the first man and woman did.  And the Bible tells us that the result was a “sinful nature” - a nature in all of us that is prone to sin.  We have all made wrong choices.  Whether or not our moral code is in agreement with the Bible or whether it is our own moral code - we are incapable of living up to it.  
When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.  - Romans 5:12

Throughout the Old Testament (the Old Covenant, the agreement God had with the people who followed Him before Christ came) the people would sacrifice animals to God as payment for sin.  When Jesus came on the scene, John the Baptist pointed to Him and said, 

“Look! There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  -  John 1:29

Jesus Christ always has been and always will be the Son of God.  

In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God, and he was God. He was in the beginning with God. He created everything there is. Nothing exists that he didn’t make. Life itself was in him, and this life gives light to everyone…


So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father.  

- John 1:1-4,14

The Bible is the written Word of God.  Jesus is the Living Word of God that became human.  As the Son of God, and the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ became the sacrifice for our sin - for my sin - and for your sin.  Remember, we all have sinned.  We all have a nature that is prone to make the wrong moral choices.  

The Apostle Paul also wrote to the Christians in Rome: 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  -  Romans 6:23

That tells us we are all living under a death sentence from God.  But there is a way out of the death sentence!  There is a free gift - eternal life!  

How do we receive it? 

Again, Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: 

For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  -  Romans 10:9

The Apostle John wrote this: 

If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and refusing to accept the truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong.  -  1st John 1:8,9

 The word “confess” in the Bible simply means “to agree with.”  So if we agree with what the Bible says, that we have all sinned, that Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross taking the punishment for our sins (so we don’t have to be punished for them), and that Jesus rose from the dead and is the Lord of all - then we confess with our mouth that we believe that.  

We repent, which means we have “godly sorrow” for our sins - we are as sorry for our sins as God is.  We recognize that it was our sins that caused Jesus to die the horrible death of crucifixion on the cross.  He did it willingly for us to save us from the penalty and power of our sins.  

To repent also means that we turn around (away) from our sins and begin to walk 180 degrees in the opposite direction.  Many think they cannot do this, but when we make this confession to God in prayer, the Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit begins to live inside of us.  He helps us to make the right decisions and the right choices.  He gives us power to do the right thing.  We’ll be studying more about that later.

For now, if you want to accept God’s offer of forgiveness and eternal life, I would encourage you to make this your prayer.  If you have already accepted this wonderful gift, you can reaffirm that with this prayer: 


Father in heaven, I thank you for Jesus.  Jesus, I thank you that you came.  I thank you that you were willing to die on the cross for my sins.  I realize I am a sinner.  I realize that I have failed you and failed to live up to your moral standards.  I need your forgiveness.  


I receive the forgiveness you offer me now.  I accept your salvation and the gift of eternal life.  I commit myself to follow you.  Send your Holy Spirit to help guide me. 


In Jesus’ name.  Amen!  

If you prayed that prayer and believed it in your heart - the Bible says you are saved and have the gift of eternal life!  There are three basic things you need to do: 

Pray - keep talking to God.  You can talk to Him just like you talk to your family and friends.  He understands your language! 

Read the Bible - If you don’t have one, the church or friend who gave you this book would be glad to give you one.  Of course, they are also available at all bookstores.  Read from it every day and ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand what you are reading.  Talk to other Christian friends about what you are reading. 

Be with other Christians - It’s hard to make it alone!  Going to church where Jesus is worshipped and spending time with other Christians in Small Groups is vitally important to help you walk with the Lord.  

Congratulations on Turning the Corner … to New Life!  You now have a NEW LIFE in Christ!  

Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives new life from heaven. So don’t be surprised at my statement that you must be born again…


“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.


“There is no judgment awaiting those who trust him. But those who do not trust him have already been judged for not believing in the only Son of God.”  -  Jesus - in John 3:6-7,16-18

